
St. Mathew’s Lutheran Church & School – 
Oconomowoc, WI 
Midweek Lent Sermon Series 
“The Son of God Goes forth to War” 
John 6:66-68 
March 25, 2020 

Sermon: John 6:66-68 
“The Warrior Rejected by Many Followers” 

 
 You rehearse what you are going to say.  Maybe 
you even pull out a notebook and write it down because 
you don’t want to say it wrong of forget something that 
you wanted to say.  You have planned for this moment 
and put a lot of thought into it.  You put extra time into 
preparing for this moment so that you look your best.  
You want to do all that you can to put the odds in your 
favor.  You have had your eye on that special someone 
for a while and you finally worked up the nerve to do it.  
Your nervous.  Your palms are sweaty.  Your breathing 
becomes shallow. It feels like your heart is going to 
pound out of your chest.  Finally, you have the perfect 
moment with that perfect someone and you say, “Will 
you go on a date with me?”  Why are there so many 
nerves leading up to that moment?  Why so much 
anxiety?  Because of fear that she might say no.  There’s 
a little bit of fear of rejection.  No one likes rejection.  
You don’t like it when people have considered you and 
then said, “Nope.  I’m going to say no to you.”  Wow 
does that hurt.  Strangers don’t leave scars.  When 
someone we don’t know says, “No,” well that’s kind of 
expected.  It hurts the deepest when someone knows us, 
when they know our likes and dislikes, our strengths and 
weaknesses, and then say no.  That’s rejection.  That 
hurts.  That’s a hurt that is sometimes difficult for us to 
get over. 
 
 It wasn’t always that way for Jesus.  We are 
going to hit the rewind button during Jesus’ ministry, 
and we are going to rewind toward the beginning of his 
ministry and then let the film roll to our lesson.  For two 
years people watched Jesus make the deaf hear and give 
sight to the blind.  He healed diseases that defied doctors 
just by the medicine of his Word.  And the crowds loved 
it.  The crowds grew and grew.  Everyone wanted to get 
a glimpse of the miracle worker from Nazareth.  The 
crowds grew to the thousands.  And the stage was set for 
Jesus to perform one of his biggest miracles yet when he 
takes a boy’s shore lunch that could barely feed a family 
of five and feeds well over 5,000+ with more leftovers 
than what he started.  It all looked so great to them.  This 
is what they wanted. This is what they were waiting for.  
Now, when was Jesus going to establish his rule in 
Jerusalem?  When was he going to do these things not 
just for a few here and there, but for the nation of Israel?  
It was going to be like the good ole days that they read 
about in the Old Testament during the reigns of King 

David and his son, King Solomon.  If Jesus would just 
be the physical ruler they desperately desired him to be. 
 With the taste of the never-ending loaves and 
fish still fresh in their minds they find Jesus the next day 
on the other side of the lake.  They wanted to find out 
more from the one that can make bread and fish appear 
from nowhere and if he can do that with bread and fish, 
what else can he do?  Better yet, what else could he do 
for the crowd?  They didn’t know exactly what they 
were in store for, just that they had to be a part of it.  
They had to be there with Jesus when it happened.  
When Jesus claimed to be who he was, the Son of God, 
their reaction was, “Just show us a sign.  Prove to us you 
are who you say you are and then we will believe you.”  
In their minds that wasn’t an outright rejection of Jesus 
and who he was.  They were giving him the chance to 
prove himself.  Never mind the fact that he already did.  
Never mind the fact that’s why the crowds were 
following him in the first place.  So, for the rest of 
chapter 6 in the gospel of John Jesus says, “Fine, you 
want a sign, I’ll give you a sign.  Ready for this one?  I 
am the Bread of Life.  The one who feeds on me will 
live because of me because I am the bread that came 
down from heaven.” 
 Have you ever been so surprised, so shocked by 
something you heard that you didn’t know quite how to 
process it?  That was the reaction to what the crowd just 
heard from Jesus’ lips was exactly that.  Listen to what it 
tells us again, “On hearing it, many of his disciples said, 
‘This is a hard teaching.  Who can accept it?’” (John 
6:60).  It wasn’t what they expected.  It wasn’t what they 
wanted.  Give us the glamor Jesus.  Give us the miracles.  
Give us the glory.  Give us more bread and fish, not this 
claim that you are the promised Savior.  Then comes one 
of the most tragic verses in the Bible, “From this time on 
many of his disciples turned back and no longer 
followed him” (John 6:66).  Who did you expect to 
leave that day?  Those that wanted a glimpse of glory for 
a day, you expect them to leave.  The bandwagon 
followers of Jesus, they turned and left.  No surprise 
there.  Look who turned their back on Jesus.  It wasn’t 
people that just met Jesus and shook his hand and said, 
“Hi, nice to meet you.”  It was disciples of Jesus.  That 
means followers of him.  Now, this doesn’t mean the 
Twelve.  That was Jesus inner circle, but these were 
followers of Jesus.  They knew him and had been with 
him and now they rejected him.  The teaching that being 
saved comes through faith in Jesus was more than they 
could handle so they walked away from Jesus.  Jesus 
was a warrior examined and a warrior rejected because 
he wasn’t the warrior they wanted.  
 Jesus has the subtly of a sledgehammer when he 
turns to the twelve disciples and says, “You do not want 
to leave too, do you? (John 6:67). No beating around the 
bush.  No waiting until it’s the right time.  No, “Let’s 
talk about this later.”  No, Jesus turns to his disciples and 



basically says, “Everyone else is leaving, here’s your 
chance if you want to leave too.”  We don’t escape the 
target of that question from Jesus either.  He asks us that 
question too.  Is Jesus the one we want fighting for us or 
do we want to turn our back on him because we 
someone or something else?  Do we want more glory?  
Do we want more of the things that would show me he 
loves me and cares for me right now?  If he would just 
show me a sign!  And if we don’t want Jesus, then what 
else do we want?  What answers are we looking for?  
Are we looking for the security of our retirement account 
and paychecks?  Are we seeking contentment in how 
high we can advance our career?  Do I find my worth in 
when others need me?  The last few weeks have taught 
us that our lives can change, just like that and we really 
don’t have any power or control over it.  It teaches us 
that the things we may enjoy doing or love the most can 
change overnight and if we find our security in those 
things then it can quickly be gone. 
 When Jesus asked that question, “You do not 
want to leave too, do you?”, this is how Peter answered, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of 
eternal life” (John 6:68).  Is that our answer?  Lord, 
where else are we going to go, where else is the one who 
fights for our eternal life, where else is our comfort and 
security?  You have the words of eternal life.  It is in the 
Word that God tells you and me how much he loves us.  
It is in the Word that God tells you and me exactly what 
he did for us because of his love for us.  Jesus stopped at 
nothing to save you and me.  He lived perfectly for you.  
He suffered for you.  He died for you.  He paid the 
punishment for you.  And this means forgiveness of sin 
and eternal life for you.  This amazing news is all 
revealed to us in his Word!  Could there be a bigger sign 
than living, suffering, and dying to set us free from sin? 
 There are a lot of temptations trying to lure us 
away from the Word and to turn our backs on Jesus and 
walk away from him.  Jesus asks you tonight, “You do 
not want to leave too, do you?”  “Lord, to whom shall 
we go?  You have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68).  
Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 


