
 
 
 
 
 

 
Online Order of Worship  

Good Friday – April 9, 2020 
 
PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 
M: We begin our worship in the Name of the Triune God – God the Father, God the Son and 

God the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

 
INSTRUCTION FOR THE END OF LENT 
 
M:  In this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord walked the path of suffering which led 

him to the cross for our salvation. We have also heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle 
against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and one another. This is the 

struggle to which we were committed at Baptism; God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit 
to amend our lives continue with us because of his love for us in Jesus our Savior. 

 
 Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. In the 

absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This absolution we should not doubt 
but firmly believe that our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it comes to us in the 

name and by the command of our Lord.  
 

 We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to each 
other, as Jesus became our servant.  

 
 Let us now confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
M: Do you sincerely confess that you have sinned against God and deserve only His wrath and 

punishment? – Then declare so by saying: I do confess.   
 

Truly, you should confess, for God’s Word declares: If we say that we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
 

M: Do you heartily repent of all your sins which you have committed in desire, thought, word 
and deed?  – Then declare so by saying: I do repent.   
  

Truly, you should repent, as did the penitent sinners: King David, who prayed for a 

contrite heart; Peter, who wept bitterly; the sinful woman; the prodigal son; and others.  
 

M: Do you sincerely believe that God, by His grace, for Jesus’ sake, will forgive you of all your 
sins? – Then declare so by saying: I do believe.  
 

Truly, you should believe, for God’s Word declares: God so loved the world that He 

gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life.  
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M: Do you promise that with the help of the Holy Spirit you will amend your sinful life from this 
day forward?   – Then declare so by saying: I do promise. 
 

Truly, you should so promise, for Christ, our Lord, says: Let your light shine before 

men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 
 

M: Finally, do you believe that through me, a called servant of God, you will receive the 
forgiveness of all your sins? – Then declare so by saying: I do believe.    
 

Having heard your confession, I, as a called servant of the Word, announce the grace 

of God unto all of you, and in the place and by the command of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR GOOD FRIDAY 
 
M: Heavenly Father, you are a just God who accepts nothing less than perfection. We confess 

that all too often we fail to realize how much our sins offend you. We try to forget that the 
wages of our sins truly is death. We try to convince ourselves that there actually is no hell. 

Lead us to recognize the seriousness of our sinfulness. Lead us also to admit our inability to 
make things right with you. 

 
C: Teach us to look to you as the only one who can make us just and right. 
 
M: Today we are reminded not only of your justice but also of your love. You did not spare your 

own Son but gave him as a ransom for each one of us. Comfort us with the knowledge of this 
great love. Give us peace in the forgiveness of all our sins. 

 
C: When we feel our guilt, point us to the cross, where our guilt was washed away in Jesus’ 

blood. 
 

M: Lord Jesus, we thank you for paying the debt that we could not pay. We thank you for coming 
to earth so that we could be with you forever in heaven. 

 
C: For being our perfect substitute, we thank you, Lord Jesus. 
 
M: Son of God, you offered up your body as an unblemished sacrifice for sin and commended 

your spirit into the hands of your Father. Teach us to cast the cares of this brief life on our 
heavenly Father and commit our bodies and souls to his love. 

 
C: Give us the courage to face death, knowing that it is the gate to our home in heaven. 
 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we offer our personal thanks for the forgiveness that you have given us and 

for the home that you have won for us. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M: The cross was once an instrument of death. It is now a sign of life. 
 

C: Dear Savior, we humbly kneel at the cross in awe of your power and of your love. Amen. 



 Page #3 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
All:     Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will  
            be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us  
            our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, 
            but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  
            now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 
THE SEVEN WORDS OF CHRIST SPOKEN FROM THE CROSS 

 
 

THE FIRST WORD                                                                    Luke 23:26-34 
 
26As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, 

and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27A large number of people followed 
him, including women who mourned and wailed for him.  

 
28Jesus turned and said to them, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves 

and for your children. 29For the time will come when you will say, 'Blessed are the barren women, the 
wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!' 30Then " 'they will say to the mountains, 

"Fall on us!" and to the hills, "Cover us!"' 31For if men do these things when the tree is green, what 
will happen when it is dry?"  

 
32Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33When they came to the 

place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals--one on his right, the other 
on his left. 34Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And they 

divided up his clothes by casting lots.  
 
 
SUNG RESPONSE                                A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 
 
A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth 
Our guilt and evil bearing 
And, laden with the sins of earth,  
None else the burden sharing. 
Goes patient on, grows weak and faint, 
To slaughter led without complaint, 
That spotless life to offer, 
Bears shame and stripes and wounds and death, 
Anguish and mockery and says,  
"Willing all this I suffer." 
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THE SECOND WORD                                                                   Luke 23:35-43 
 
35The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He saved others; let him 
save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One." 36The soldiers also came up and mocked 

him. They offered him wine vinegar 37and said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself."  
 
38There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
 
39One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and 
us!" 40But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the 

same sentence? 41We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has 
done nothing wrong." 42Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 
43Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."  
 
 
SUNG RESPONSE                                                                        Stricken, Smitten, And Afflicted 
 
Stricken, smitten, and afflicted,  
See him dying on the tree! 
'Tis the Christ, by man rejected;  
Yes, my soul, 'tis he, 'tis he. 
'Tis the long-expected Prophet,  
David's Son, yet David's Lord; 
Proofs I see sufficient of it:  
'Tis the true and faithful Word. 
 
Here we have a firm foundation, 
Here the refuge of the lost; 
Christ’s the rock of our salvation, 
His the Name of which we boast. 
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, 
Sacrifice to cancel guilt – 
None shall ever be confounded 
Who on him their hope have built. 
 
 
THE THIRD WORD                                                                                                    John 19:25-27 
 
25Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he 

said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," 27and to the disciple, "Here is your mother." From 
that time on, this disciple took her into his home.  

 
 
SUNG RESPONSE                                                                                 Jesus, In Your Dying Woes 
 
Jesus, in your dying woes,  
Even while your lifeblood flows, 
Craving pardon for your foes:  
Hear us, holy Jesus! 
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Jesus, loving to the end  
Her whose heart your sorrows rend, 
And your dearest human friend:  
Hear us, holy Jesus! 
 
Jesus, all our ransom paid, 
All your Father’s will obeyed. 
By Your suff’rings perfect made: 
Hear us, holy Jesus!  
 
 

THE FOURTH WORD                                                            Matthew 27:45-49 
 
45From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. 46About the ninth hour Jesus 
cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"--which means, "My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me?"  
 
47When some of those standing there heard this, they said, "He's calling Elijah." 48Immediately one of 
them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to 

drink. 49The rest said, "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to save him."  
 
 
SUNG RESPONSE                                        Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed
            
Alas, and did my Savior bleed 
And did my Sovereign die? 
Would He devote that sacred head, 
For such a worm as I?  
 
Well might the sun in darkness hide 
And shut its glories in; 
When God, the mighty Maker, died 
For his own creature's sin.  
 
 
THE FIFTH AND SIXTH WORDS                                                                           John 19:28-30  
 
28Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 
"I am thirsty." 29A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a 

stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips. 30When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It 
is finished."  

 
 
SUNG RESPONSE                                                                                    Go To Dark Gethsemane 
 
Go to dark Gethsemane, 
All who feel the tempter's pow'r; 
Your Redeemer's conflict see. 
Watch with him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from his griefs away; 
Learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 
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Follow to the judgment hall; 
View the Lord of life arraigned. 
Oh, the wormwood and the gall!  
Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 
Shun not suff'ring, pain, or loss; 
Learn of him to bear the cross. 
 
Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb; 
There, adoring at his feet, 
Mark that miracle of time, 
God's own sacrifice complete. 
"It is finished!" hear him cry; 
Learn of Jesus Christ to die. 
 
 
THE SEVENTH WORD                                                                                             Luke 23:44-46 
 

44It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45for 

the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46Jesus called out with a loud 
voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his last.  

 
 
ANTHEM                                                                                                             Where You There? 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. Amen. 
 

 
++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 
Easter Sunday Worship service will be online by 6:00 am 
   Pastors available at church 8:00 to 10:00 am for devotion/communion 

 
Easter Monday Pastors available at church 7:00 to 7:30 pm for devotion/communion 

 


