
 
 
 
 
 

 
Online Order of Worship  

Easter Sunday – April 12, 2020 
 
WORSHIP FOCUS 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! After forty days of repentance and 
prayer, the Church bursts forth in jubilant praise at the Resurrection of our 
Lord. The alleluias and glorias which were muted for Lent ring out again 
as the Bride of Christ welcomes her Bridegroom back from the dead. 
Easter is as the pinnacle of the Church Year, the oldest festival and season 
celebrated by the worshipping Church. For a full week-of-weeks (49 days) 
the Church celebrates the resurrection of Christ on the Sundays of Easter 
which culminate on the 50th day, Pentecost.  
 

PRESERVICE CHOIR: JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY 
   
WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 
M: Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
EASTER PROCLAMATION Adapted from the Ancient Easter Vigil 

 

M: Rejoice now, all you heavenly choirs of angels! Rejoice now, all creation! 
C: Sound forth, trumpet of salvation, and proclaim the triumph of our King. 
 
M: Rejoice, all the earth, in the radiance of the light now poured upon you and made brilliant by 

the brightness of the everlasting King. 
C: Know that the ancient darkness has been forever banished. 
 
M: Rejoice, O Church of Christ, clothed in the brightness of this light. 
C: Let all this house of God ring out with rejoicing, with the praises of all God’s faithful 

people. 
 
M: This is the day when all who believe in Christ are delivered from bondage to sin and are 

restored to life and immortality. 
C: This is the day when Christ, the Life, arose from the dead. The seal of the grave is 

broken and the morning of the new creation breaks forth out of night. 
 
M: How holy is this day when all wickedness is put to flight and sin is washed away. 
C: How holy is this day when innocence is restored to the fallen and joy is given to those 

downcast. 
 
M: How blessed is this day when man is reconciled to God in Christ. 
C: Let Christ, the true Light and Morning Star, shine in our hearts, he who gives light to 

all creation. 
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HYMN 152  I Know that My Redeemer Lives 
 

1. I know that my Redeemer lives; What comfort this sweet sentence gives!  
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever living Head! 
 

2. He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save.  
He lives all glorious in the sky; He lives exalted there on high. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

M: As we gather this Easter Sunday morning to celebrate our Savior’s victory, we are mindful 
that he gave up his life on the cross because of our sins. Therefore, with sincere hearts, let 
us confess our sins to God our Father, asking him for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness.  

  
All: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

  
M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, hear the good news of Easter! God our Father has been 

merciful to us. Through Jesus, the perfect Lamb of God, the perfect sacrifice has been 
made. God announces to you the forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Alleluia! Amen. 
  

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
 
HYMN 152  I Know that My Redeemer Lives 
 

3.  He lives to bless me with his love; He lives to plead for me above. 
 He lives, my hungry soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need. 
  
4.  He lives to grant me rich supply; He lives to guide me with his eye. 
 He lives to comfort me when faint;  He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 

 
M: Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you conquered death 

and opened the gate to eternal life.  Grant that we, who have been raised with him through 
baptism, may walk in the newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit be dominion and 
praise now and forever.  

C: Amen.  
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 
FIRST LESSON Jonah 2:1-9 
Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three days and then came out. In the same way our Lord was in the 
grave for three days and then came forth.  The Lord did not abandon him. 
 

1 From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the LORD his God. 2 He said:  
“In my distress I called to the LORD, and he answered me. From the depths of the grave I called 

for help, and you listened to my cry. 3 You hurled me into the deep, into the very heart of the seas, 
and the currents swirled about me; all your waves and breakers swept over me.  4 I said, ‘I have 
been banished from your sight; yet I will look again toward your holy temple.’ 5 The engulfing 
waters threatened me, the deep surrounded me; seaweed was wrapped around my head. 6 To the 
roots of the mountains I sank down; the earth beneath barred me in forever.  But you brought my 
life up from the pit, O LORD my God.  

7 “When my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, LORD, and my prayer rose to you, to 
your holy temple.  

8 “Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs. 9 But I, with a song 
of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I will make good. Salvation comes from 
the LORD.” 
 
PSALM 118 

The choir will sing the verses; the congregation sings the refrain. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever. 
Let the house of Israel say: “His mercy endures forever.”  Refrain 

 
2. The hand of the Lord has struck with pow’r, his right hand is exaulted, 

I shall not die, but live anew, declaring the works of the Lord.  Refrain 
 
3. The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, 

The Lord of love and mercy has brought wonder to our eyes!  Refrain 
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THE EASTER GOSPEL Matthew 28:1-10 

1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to look at the tomb. 2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down 
from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook 
and became like dead men.  

5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 
was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into 
Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”  

8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and 
worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 752 In Christ Alone 
 

1. In Christ alone my hope is found. He is my light, my strength, my song;  
This cornerstone, this solid ground, Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  
What heights of love, what depths of peace, When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My Comforter, my all in all, Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 
2. In Christ alone—who took on flesh, Fullness of God in helpless babe.  

This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones he came to save.  
Till on that cross, as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied;  
For ev’ry sin on him was laid. Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

3. There in the ground his body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain;  
Then bursting forth in glorious day Up from the grave he rose again!  
And as he stands in victory, Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me.  
For I am his and he is mine—Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 
4. No guilt in life, no fear in death, This is the pow’r of Christ in me;  

From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.  
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man Can ever pluck me from his hand;  
Till he returns or calls me home, Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand. 

   
Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974 and Stuart Townend, b. 1963  

© 2002 Thankyou Music; admin. EMI CMG Publishing. International copyright secured.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
SERMON THEME     

 

What did you expect to see? 
 
  
GIVING THANKS TO GOD: It is our joy and privilege to support the Gospel Ministry here at St. Matthew’s 
and around the world. Several options are available: You may text the word “CARDINALS” to 73256 and 
follow the instructions. You may visit our website, www.smls.org and click on the word GIVE to give one 
time or schedule reoccurring gifts. You may mail in your gift to the church office at 818 W. Wisconsin Ave, 
or drop it off in person at church. Please keep in mind that the church office hours have been limited, so it is 
best to call ahead. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

  
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR EASTER SUNDAY 

 

M: Heavenly Father, God of grace, you have brought us into a new and living hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 

C: Christ is risen! 
 
M: For as in Adam all died, so in Christ all will be made alive. 
C: He is risen indeed! 
 
M: He was delivered over to death for our sins and raised to life for our justification. 
C: Alleluia! 
 
M: We marvel at the love you showed by your willingness to sacrifice your Son to pay for our 

sins; we bow down in adoration at your mighty power, which raised him from the dead. 
C: We praise you for sending the true Life and Light into the world. 
 
M: Lord Jesus, God of grace, you have filled our hearts with resurrection joy by your victory 

over sin, death, and the grave. 
C: You have conquered the darkness and given us comfort and hope. 
 
M: With the Church of every age, we offer you unending praise, for you have crushed Satan’s 

head and have removed our guilt. 
C: You are risen! 
 
M: Dear Savior, we who are weary and burdened come to you for rest, knowing that because of 

your perfect redemption there is now no condemnation for us. 
C: You are risen indeed! 
 
M: Take away our doubts and fears, and daily renew in us the joy of our salvation. 
C: Alleluia! 
 
M: Holy Spirit, God of grace, you have called us by the gospel and brought us to saving faith in 

our risen Lord. 
C: We glorify you for opening our eyes to see the light of life. 
 
M: Keep us with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
C: He is risen! 
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M: As we journey through life, make us yearn for the day when you will give eternal life to us 
and all believers in Christ. 

C: He is risen indeed! 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions in silent prayer. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M: Work through us as we proclaim the saving message of the crucified and risen Jesus near 
and far, so that many others may hear your call, obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, 
and join us before the throne of our God and of the Lamb. 

C: Alleluia! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Alleluia! Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

M: Hear us, O Father, for the sake of him who is the firstborn of the dead and is now alive 
forevermore, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  It is in his name that we bring this and every 
prayer to you, just as he taught: 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

M: Now may the glorious Father, who by his power raised our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, 
give you the Spirit of wisdom to know the hope to which he has called you.  And may he 
preserve you in body, soul, and spirit until our own resurrection on the day of Christ Jesus.  

M: Let all God’s people say, “AMEN!” 
C: AMEN! 
 
M: CHRIST IS RISEN! 
C: HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

 
CLOSING HYMN 152 I Know that My Redeemer Lives 

5. He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears. 
 He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart. 
 
6. He lives, my kind wise, heav’nly friend; He lives and loves me to the end. 
 He lives, and while he lives I’ll sing; He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 
 
7.  He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer death. 
 He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there. 
 
8.  He lives, all glory to his name! He lives, my Jesus, still the same. 
 Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: “I know that my Redeemer lives!” 

 
POSTLUDE – CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY 

 
Serving the Lord with gifts of music 

Organist: Char Bouche 
Brass Ensemble 
Small Group Choir 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Remember in Your Prayers… the family of David Haley whose father was called home to heaven 
this week; All those impacted by the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Sunday Mornings: The Pastors are available AT CHURCH (Wisconsin Ave campus) to meet with 
you. On EASTER SUNDAY they are available from 8AM to 10AM. We meet in groups smaller 
than 10 in various areas on campus. This is an opportunity for us to share encouragement from God’s 
Word and the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper with those who desire to receive it. 
 
Worker Training Subsidy Forms: Tuition assistance forms are for all St. Matthew’s students who 
are enrolled at one of our synod’s worker training schools, Luther Prep, Martin Luther College and 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary for the 2020-2021 school year. Paper copies are available on the 
information table in the Fireside room or online.  Forms are due in the church office by May 1. If you 
have any questions, call George Zaferos at 262.912.6351. Here is the direct link to the form: 
https://welcome.smls.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Worker-Training-Subsidy-Payment-Form-
and-Distribution-Guidelines.pdf 
 
Forward in Christ Magazine and Meditations Subscriptions: If you would like to be included in 
the congregation’s blanket subscription to Forward in Christ magazine ($13 per year instead of $17.99 
per year individually), please fill out an envelope found on the Information table in the Fireside 
room. Mail or drop off the envelope with payment to the church office (your mailing address is 
required). All past subscribers must also renew to be included in the next year’s subscription! Please 
make checks payable to St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church. The magazine will be mailed to the 
subscriber’s home. The deadline to sign up is May 11th.  Since the magazine will be mailed directly 
to the subscriber’s home address, you can also sign up your family and friends at this special blanket 
subscription price.  Please contact the church office if you have any questions. As in the past, if you 
regularly pick up a Mediations at church throughout the year, for $25.00 you can cover the 
annual cost of both the Forward in Christ magazine and Meditations (a $35 cost separately). 
 
Shepherd’s Staff: During this time, perhaps you or someone you know would benefit from assistance 
to run simple errands. The Shepherd Staff ministry is ready to help! If such assistance is needed, 
please contact Kathleen Everson (k_everson@hotmail.com) or one of the Pastors. 
 
Call Returned After prayerful deliberation, Mr. Justin Wiechmann has decided to return the call to 
St. Paul’s in Onalaska, WI. He will remain serving here at St. Matthew’s.  
 
SCRIP:  The SCRIP program has been suspended at this time.   
 
Updates: During this unique time we will keep you informed and updated on changes with events, 
services, and ministry plans through email and our church website (smls.org) 
 
Online Adult Bible Study: Pastor Bigelow has started a 4-week online Bible Study on Joseph. They 
meet through Zoom on Tuesday evenings at 7 pm. Email him directly and he will send you a link so 
that you can participate through your computer or smartphone.  
 
 

Pastor Philip Bigelow 989-573-5527 pbigelow@smls.org 
 

Pastor Steven Hillmer 775-229-3194  shillmer@smls.org 
 

Pastor Daniel Schmidt 262-354-4456 dschmidt@smls.org 


