
 
 
 
 

 
Order of Worship – April 26, 2020 

Third Sunday of Easter 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                Christ Arose 
Madelyn Plitzuweit                                                                     Robert Lowry, arr. by Melody Bober   
 
 
EASTER GREETING  

 
M: Christ is risen!  
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 
M: We worship together in the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen 

 
 
OPENING HYMN             
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CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION 
 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying 

and selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and 
the good I have failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence 
forever. O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 
M: Christ has died, Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made 

us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ 
through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Dear Father in heaven, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from  
the despair of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart 
and the hope of eternal joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
THE WORD OF GOD 
 
First Lesson     Acts 2:14a, 36-47 
Peter preaches a message of repentance, faith and baptism in the risen Christ to the people of 
Jerusalem. Many receive baptism and are added to the number of the disciples. So the Christian 
Church is born and enjoys the blessings of fellowship and community founded in Spirit-wrought 
faith by Word and Sacrament. 
 
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 36 "Therefore let all 
Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."  
 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 
"Brothers, what shall we do?"  
 
38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you 
and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call."  
 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation." 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand 
were added to their number that day.  
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42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done 
by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their 
possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  
 
46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved  
 
 
The Psalm of the Day           Psalm 67
  

M: May God be gracious to us and bless us, 
C: And make his face shine upon us. 
 
M: May your ways be known on earth, 
C: Your salvation among all nations. 
 
M: May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
C: For you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth. 
 
M: Then the land will yield its harvest, 
C: And God, our God, will bless us. 
 
M: God will bless us, 
C: And all the ends of the earth will fear him. 
 
M: Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is 

now and will be forever. Amen. 
C: Let the people praise you, O God. Let all the people praise you. 

 
 
Second Lesson       1 Peter 1:17-21 
Christians live in the shadow of the resurrection of their Lord as “strangers” and “in reverent 
fear.” There is an awe that encompasses them as they consider the sacrifice of Christ and his 
resurrection.   
 
Since you call on a Father who judges each man's work impartially, live your lives as strangers here 
in reverent fear. 18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that 
you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, 19 but 
with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 20 He was chosen before the 
creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 21 Through him you 
believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in 
God.  
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ANTHEM                                                                             “Blessed One Messiah” 
 

From the blind who called his name to the sinners lost in shame, 
All the broken and the lame, he gave his love the same. 
Are you the Blessed Messiah?  Are you the Chosen One? 
Jesus, are you the Messiah, the Promised One? 

  
Hosanna!  Blessed One, Messiah! 
Hosanna! Beginning and the end! 
Are you the way, the truth, and the life, Son of God, Blessed One? 
Messiah!  Messiah! 

  
Every wounded heart restored, he sought the poor and ignored. 
Opened every prison door, he gave his love to the world. 
You are the blessed Messiah, You are the Chosen One (God’s own Son!) 
Jesus, you are the Messiah, the Promised One! 

  
Hosanna!  Blessed One, Messiah! 
Hosanna! Beginning and the end! 
You are the way, the truth, and the life, Son of God, Blessed One! 
Messiah!, Messiah! Messiah! Messiah!  Messiah! 

 
Words by Rose M. Aspinall and Music by Mary McDonald 
© 2016, 2017 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. www.hopepublishing.com 800-323-1049 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-716690. All rights reserved. 

 
 
Gospel  (Sermon Text)              Luke 24:13-35 
Jesus appears to two of his disciples on Easter Sunday as they trudge to the village of Emmaus. 
Feeling hopeless, they receive new hope and understanding as Jesus, veiled from being recognized 
by them, opens the Scriptures to them and rebukes their doubt. In joy they recognize Jesus as he 
breaks the bread and rejoice to spread the news of his resurrection. In the same way, our faith and 
hope in Christ Jesus are renewed and sustained through his Word.   
 

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they 
talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with 
them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.  
 
 

17 He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you walk along?" 18 They stood still, their 
faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and 
do not know the things that have happened there in these days?"  
 
19 "What things?" he asked. 
 
20 "About Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before 
God and all the people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, 
and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. 
And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women 
amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn't find his body. They came and 
told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our 
companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see."  
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25 He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" 27 And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures 
concerning himself.  
 
 

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 
29 But they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over." So he 
went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke 
it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he 
disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us 
while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?"  
 
 

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, 
assembled together 34 and saying, "It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon." 
35Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when 
he broke the bread.  
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
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SERMON                 Luke 24:13-35 
Your Risen Savior Gives You Hope! 

 
 
 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the 

resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 
C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue the 

lost. 
C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 
 
M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and grant us 

confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people 
standing before your throne and singing the song of victory. 

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory and 
praise. 

 
M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to those 

around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and our 
treasures. 

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 
 
M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering and the 

dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life. 
 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 



 Page #7 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer. 

 
M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we come 

before you and say: 
C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Remember in Your Prayers…Miss Liz Johnson, our 5th Grade teacher who continues her treatments for 
cancer. 
 

Care for Oconomowoc: God has showered us with so many blessings. Blessing that we may take for 
granted sometimes like food, home, shelter, work, etc. Many in our communities are facing unique 
challenges with the Covid-19 virus and the restrictions resulting from it. Our Board of Outreach sees this as a 
wonderful opportunity to share these blessings and to reflect the love of Christ with those in need in our 
community. Here are some opportunities for us to “Care for Oconomowoc”: 
 

• Each One Reach 5: Each member of St. Matthew’s reach out to 5 people you know and ask how 
they are doing and if they need anything. Meet the needs of our neighbors the best we can by 
reflecting the love of Christ.  Pray for them! 
 

• Food Drive: We will host a Food Drive on Saturday, May 2 and Saturday, May 9 from 9:00 – 

12:00 p.m at church. (You may also drop off on Sunday mornings until 11:00 a.m., those 
weekends).  Please visit our Facebook page and website for specific details. 

 
• Monetary Donations: We are collecting monetary donations to support the Lake Area Free Clinic 

and the Oconomowoc Food Pantry. These donations will help these agencies support our community 
and its needs both now and in the future.  Our goal is to gather $2,000 in support of these agencies.  
Over $500 has already been generously donated to kickstart us in reaching our goal. You may mail 
or drop off your donation at the church office, or give online and mark your donation “Caring for 
Oconomowoc.” 

 
• Donations to Police Department: The city of Oconomowoc Police Department is in need of hand 

sanitizer, XL Nitro gloves, and face masks. These items could be dropped off at the same time as the 
food drive. 

 

• Art for Shorehaven: Some of our school grade levels are working on art project decorations to be 
hung in a window to help brighten the days of the Shorehaven residents in this time of loneliness and 
isolation. All are welcome to help with this art project and put your craft skills to good use. You can 
drop off artwork at the church office and it will be delivered to Shorehaven residents. 

 
• Further Support: We are continuing to develop and identify further opportunities to care for 

Oconomowoc and the surrounding communities. Please look for more information in the near future. 
 
Thank you for your generosity and showing the love of Christ in our communities. 
 

Sunday Mornings: The Pastors will make themselves available AT CHURCH (Wisconsin Ave campus) to 
meet with you from 8:00 AM until 11:00 AM. While we will need to follow the guideline of groups smaller 
than 10, we have various areas on campus to meet with you. This will be an opportunity for us to share 
encouragement and comfort from God’s Word, as well as celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper with 
those who desire to receive it.  
 
Online Adult Bible Studies: Pastor Bigelow continues to offer a “Zoom Bible Study” on the Life of 

Joseph. He is holding this class on Tuesdays at 7:00 pm with 40-50 people! If you would like to join, please 
send him an email directly. He will email you back with a direct link to join the class as well as a study 
guide. His email is pbigelow@smls.org  
 
Pastor Hillmer will begin a new “Zoom Bible Study” on the book of Jonah – God’s Passionate Pursuit of 

a Reluctant Missionary and a Wayward City”. This class will meet on Thursdays at 9:30 am. If you 
would like to join, please send him an email directly. He will email you back with a direct link to join the 
class as well as a study guide. His email is shillmer@smls.org   
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Worker Training Subsidy Forms: Tuition assistance forms are for all St. Matthew’s students who are 
enrolled at one of our synod’s worker training schools, Luther Prep, Martin Luther College and Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary for the 2020-2021 school year. Paper copies are available on the information table in the 
Fireside room or online.  Forms are due in the church office by May 1. If you have any questions, call 
George Zaferos at 262.912.6351. Here is the direct link to the form: 
https://welcome.smls.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Worker-Training-Subsidy-Payment-Form-and-
Distribution-Guidelines.pdf 
 
Forward in Christ Magazine and Meditations Subscriptions: If you would like to be included in the 
congregation’s blanket subscription to Forward in Christ magazine ($13 per year instead of $17.99 per year 
individually), please fill out an envelope found on the Information table in the Fireside room. Mail or drop 
off the envelope with payment to the church office (your mailing address is required). All past subscribers 
must also renew to be included in the next year’s subscription! Please make checks payable to St. Matthew’s 
Ev. Lutheran Church. The magazine will be mailed to the subscriber’s home. The deadline to sign up is 

May 11th.  Since the magazine will be mailed directly to the subscriber’s home address, you can also sign 
up your family and friends at this special blanket subscription price.  Please contact the church office if you 
have any questions. As in the past, if you regularly pick up a Mediations at church throughout the year, 

for $25.00 you can cover the annual cost of both the Forward in Christ magazine and Meditations (a 

$35 cost separately). 
 
Shepherd’s Staff: During this time, perhaps you or someone you know would benefit from assistance to run 
simple errands. The Shepherd Staff ministry is ready to help! If such assistance is needed, please contact 
Kathleen Everson (k_everson@hotmail.com) or one of the Pastors. 
 
Updates: During this unique time we will keep you informed and updated on changes with events, services, 
and ministry plans through email and our church website (smls.org) 
 
 
 

Pastor Philip Bigelow  989-573-5527  pbigelow@smls.org 
Pastor Steven Hillmer  775-229-3194   shillmer@smls.org 
Pastor Daniel Schmidt  262-354-4456  dschmidt@smls.org 
 
 
 
 
 


