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What did you expect to see? 
 

“He is not here; he has risen!” 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN, HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA! 
 

t was early – before dawn early. Even though they would have just celebrated the Passover and observed 
the Sabbath, I doubt their hearts and minds were really in it. The events of the last days have rocked their 

world. Their beloved Jesus of Nazareth had been mistreated and violated in the most horrible and gruesome 
manner, dying the death of a common criminal. In the rush to take his body down from the cross before the 
Sabbath began, Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea hastily embalmed his life-less body. John’s Gospel tells us 
they used about 75 pounds of spices, but still, that didn’t constitute a proper burial, not for their Lord Jesus. 
These ladies, in their tremendous love and zeal and passion for Jesus, wanted to finish what was started. 

Just stop on that a moment and ask yourself, “What were they expecting to see when they arrived at the 
tomb early Sunday morning?” The truth is they were expecting to find the life-less, decaying corpse of Jesus. 
They were expecting that, somehow, they were going to get that stone rolled away from the entrance. They 
were expecting to get past the guards and go into the tomb, unwrap the linens down to the flesh and apply their 
newly purchased ointments, and then rewrap the body and walk away with a solemn satisfaction that they had 
honored Jesus in this fashion, even as their tears continued to flow. What they saw, what they heard, what they 
experienced was far from anything they expected – and eternal praise and glory to God that it was! 

When you got up this morning… was there just a smidge of expectation that, just maybe, you and all our 
fellow members and tons of guests could come to Church on Easter Sunday morning? We’re you hoping to sing 
at the top of your lungs – and who cares if it’s off key or not even close – because it all blends in with everyone 
else who’s belting it out. We’re you anticipating how part way through the service, the smell the bacon from the 
basement begins to overpower the sweet perfume of the lilies? O the memories of joyous Easter celebrations… 
but this one is different. You’re at home. You can still fry up all the bacon you want and put it next to the $6.99 
lily you picked up at the Pig, but it’s just not the same, or is it? 

While some expectations are just going to have wait, this Easter, as we hear the Gospel and consider how 
the First Easter unfolded, we see that God not only meets, but truly exceeds our expectations. Roasters full of 
breakfast sausages are wonderful and packed pews are great, but they don’t hold a candle to an empty tomb. 
They can’t compare to these 7 words the angel said the women, “He is not here, he has risen!”  7 words that 
exceed all expectation! 7 words that mean life eternal! 7 words that fill our lives with purpose.  “He is not here, 
he has risen!”  May these words always fulfill our every expectation! 

 
I. Christ exceeds our expectations 

When people visit a graveside, what do they expect to see? There’s a headstone with the family name and 
some dates. They go there to put flowers on the grave or simply to stand in somber silence, thinking about the 
memories of their loved ones. A few weeks ago, I stopped by my grandparents’ graveside. Grandpa died when I 
was 4 and my grandma passed in 1953. The graves of several aunts and uncles and distant relatives are there 
too. Going to a cemetery can be difficult, because death brings tears. What’s more devastating, however, is to 
realize what brings death about – and that’s SIN. 

The Scriptures tell us, “The soul who sins is the one who will die.” “The wages of sin is death.” There’s no 
escaping this universal truth. Each of us, because of our sin, will die. Our names will either be carved on a 
headstone or etched on an urn – it matters not. Death is an expectation from which there is no escape – just as 
there was no escaping death for Jesus – but for an entirely different reason. 

When they condemned Him to death – Jesus was innocent; even Pilot knew it. He washed his hands, 
attempting to free himself from his own sinful guilt. Jesus was unlike anyone else who had been in his 
courtroom. He was truly innocent – completely free from all guilt, from every sin, from any wrongdoing. Pilot 
expected him to be released when the people were given the option of having him or a murderer turned loose 
into the streets. It didn’t happen the way he expected; in fact none of the events of that day did. 
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From the blood thirsty crowd to the earthquakes that shook the entire region, from the pitch black darkness 
from noon until 3 pm to the two strangers asking for the body – even the Pharisees’ demand to post guards at 
the tomb  – Pilate didn’t know to expect anymore. He had condemned an innocent man to death. Death came to 
Jesus – but not because Pilate made a mistake; it came because of you and me and everyone’s mistakes, because 
of our sins. Jesus, the sinless Lamb of God, had to die to pay the full price for our sins – and he did! 

 
That Easter Sunday morning started with yet another unexpected earthquake. When the women arrived, they 

did not find what they expected, far from it. A bright beaming angel was sitting on the stone - which had been 
rolled away from the entrance! The Roman guards were laying on the ground as dead men! And then, the angel 
spoke to them directly. “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He 
is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.” In our modern language we 
might say, “Didn’t see that coming!” With seven powerful words, the angel far surpassed their wildest 
expectations. He is not here; he has risen! They were hoping to honor their beloved deceased Jesus by 
anointing a life-less body – but there was no body to be found, just an empty tomb and the place where he was. 

No doubt the ladies’ heads were spinning. What does this mean? Did someone steal the body? Where is he? 
Can it be that he’s really alive?  Before they had any answers, the angel sent them off to tell the disciples, but 
Jesus had one more surprise for them. We read, “So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled 
with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, 
clasped his feet and worshiped him.” Their Jesus was not dead, He truly was alive! They could see him, hear 
him, hug him – it was true! Talk about exceeding every expectation! Talk about a memorable Easter Sunday! 

 
II. These Words bring life eternal 

Some think we have a distinct advantage over those women: history. We have had opportunities to learn and 
study and see how the Scriptures all fit together. From young we’ve learned that Jesus was going to suffer and 
die, but also rise again on the third day. Regardless of whether we are all together in church or at home this 
Easter – we all knew how Easter would unfold – which I’m not sure if that puts us at an advantage - or 
disadvantage? 

Sure, it’s nice to know the rest of the story ahead of time – but that can lend itself to complacency. What a 
danger if the message of Easter should become “old hat,” when the account of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
loses its impact upon our hearts. There is no advantage for us when Easter Sunday is just another date on the 
calendar, just another day closer to finally getting back to our normal lives. Talk about an Easter disaster! 

I really don’t think Jesus’ followers were at a disadvantage. Jesus himself had told his followers ahead of 
time. Before and after his transfiguration he told them, “the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days 
rise again.” (Mark 8:31; 9:31) John recorded Jesus saying, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise 
it again,” (John 2:19). Did they not realize what he was telling them, or once his crucifixion happened, did they 
just forget his words?  

In truth, Jesus has always given mankind, back then and now, every advantage to hear and believe his word. 
It’s us sinners who take these advantages for granted. Satan and world have done their best to suppress the 
message of Easter – to keep people away from hearing to Good News of Jesus’ victory. But too often, we do it 
to ourselves by taking not just Easter, but every opportunity to hear God’s Word, for granted. What foolishness 
to assume that we’ll always be able to go to church, or that we can always get start attending Bible class next 
week.  

The truth is that God’s Word brings life eternal. This is a message we never want to take for granted nor do 
we want to just assume we can learn of it tomorrow. Today is the day to hear the Gospel. Today is the day to 
refocus our expectations, our goals and our desires. Yes, we have neat internet connections and simple 
recording capabilities, but as we all know, these things often fail. The one thing that never fails is God’s Word, 
therefore to treasure it, to read and study it, to hang our every hope upon it, is where we want our hearts to be. 
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 Just days before his own resurrection, when he raised Lazarus from the dead, Jesus said to Martha, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and 
believes in me will never die.” (John 11:25-26) Jesus promised to end of the reign of sin, death and Satan – 
accomplished by his dying on the cross and rising from the dead three days later! This means LIFE for whoever 
believes in Him… and that includes you and me. This is Jesus’ promise to you. This, dear friends, is our 
greatest hope and expectation, and we won’t be let down because Jesus cannot lie. He always keeps his word.  

 
III. These Words fill our life with purpose 

For these ladies at the tomb, the message and sight of Jesus himself dispelled all their morbid thoughts and 
dried all their tears. They had set out with one purpose that morning – but the angel and Jesus repurposed their 
passion and zeal. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there 
they will see me.” 

They had a critical mission. Go and tell my brothers! And with that one word “brothers,” Jesus was making 
a huge statement about what his resurrection meant for them. They, who – to a man – had pledged to never deny 
him and always stick by his side, they who were hiding behind locked doors and couldn’t even bring themselves 
out to assist these ladies in removing the stone… they could have been called wimps, weaklings, liars or 
sinners… and yet Jesus calls them brothers. On that cross, Jesus has paid for their sins too. Their sins were 
forgiven. There was no more need for them to be afraid. 

That’s the urgent message Jesus has for you and me this morning – he calls us his brothers too! Whether we 
are guilty of not listening closely to Jesus’ promises or just taking the opportunities to worship and learn of 
God’s Word for granted (or both) – Jesus wants you to know – that he considers you his family – his brothers, 
his sisters for whom he bled and died, for whom he rose from the dead.  

And what does such amazing grace and love do – it truly refocuses our daily goals and expectations. Jesus 
wasn’t just speaking to the women when he said, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers… he was 
speaking to us too! Each day we meet sinners who are inwardly trembling in fear of meeting God almighty. 
Each day we find folks who aren’t really sure what’s the big deal about Easter. And as this country becomes 
more and more de-churched, that number is only going to grow. That’s what makes this mission we’re on so 
critical. Everyone needs to know what those 7 words of the angel mean; He is not here; he has risen! It means 
there is hope. It means that each and every person can have that real, certain and true expectation that Jesus is 
going to keep his promises of eternal life through Him. As he said to Martha, so he says to each of us, “Because 
I live, you also will live,” (John 14:19). This is our confident hope, because it is the promise of our Living Lord 
Jesus. That is why we will say it yet again, “Christ is Risen – He is Risen, Indeed!” Amen! 

 


