
Sermon Text: Luke 24:13 – 35 
 
Theme:  Your Risen Savior Gives You Hope! 
 

Can you imagine the roller coaster of emotions that the followers of Jesus went 
through during Holy Week? On the Sunday we refer to as “Palm Sunday”, Jesus rode 
into Jerusalem with a crowd of people waving palm branches and singing his praises: 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! “Hosanna in the 
highest!”  
 

By Good Friday, the religious leaders condemned Jesus to death and the 
crowds yelled out: “Crucify him! Crucify him!” After his crucifixion, a small group 
of his followers quickly took his lifeless body off the cross, placed it in tomb and 
rolled a large stone in front of the entrance. 
 

Then came Easter morning and the report of the women that they saw an angel, 
who told them: “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where 
he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going 
ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.'” As they were on their way to tell 
the disciples, Jesus himself appeared to them, and told them: “Do not be afraid. Go 
and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 

In our Gospel Lesson for today, we read about two followers of Jesus who are 
walking to a village called Emmaus. Suddenly, Jesus is walking along with them. But 
the Bible tells us that the Savior used his almighty power to prevent them from 
recognizing him as they walked together. So he asked them what they were talking 
about. Again, as true God, Jesus already knew, but he wanted them to answer. Luke 
reports that “They stood still, their faces downcast.” Look at what has happened! 
These followers of Jesus have lost hope. Why? Listen to what they say about Jesus, 
“He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. The 
chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they 
crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem 
Israel.” 
 

And there was more: “In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went 
to the tomb early this morning but didn't find his body. They came and told us that 
they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our 
companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they 
did not see.” So Jesus shares with these two the only thing that is able to give them 
true and lasting hope. We are told, “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, 
he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.”  

 



What Scripture did Jesus share? We aren’t told. But maybe Jesus started by 
going all the way back to the promise of a Savior given back in the Garden of Eden. 
Maybe the Lord used the prophecy of Zechariah 9 to show that the events of Palm 
Sunday happened just as God's Word said it would.  “See, your king comes to you, 
righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.” These two men told Jesus that their “chief priests and . . . rulers handed him 
over to be sentenced to death.”  So maybe the Savior reminded them of the prophecy 
of Isaiah 53, “Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 
considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.” 
 

As they approached their home, we are told that the two followers of Jesus 
“urged him strongly, ‘Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.’ 
So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and 
they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each other, 
‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and 
opened the Scriptures to us?’” With their hope renewed, we are told “they got up and 
returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, 
assembled together and saying, ‘It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to 
Simon.’”  

 
There are a great many things that are able to take away your hope and mine. 

The holy and just God tells you and me, “Be perfect!”, yet you and I know that we 
are far from perfect. God’s Word clearly tells us that “the wages of sin is death”, and 
you and I confess, “Surely I was sinful from birth, sinful from the time my mother 
conceived me.”  
 

So, our loving Lord comes to you and me in his Word, and gives us hope. We 
are told in Psalm 103, “The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 
abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he 
does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as 
high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as 
far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”  

 
Yes, we are told in Romans chapter 6 that “the wages of sin is death”, “but the 

gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Your risen Savior gives you 
hope! He gives you a sure and certain hope that all of your sins are forgiven and that 
eternal life at his side in heaven is yours. As we read in the opening verses of Peter’s 
first letter, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade-kept 
in heaven for you.” 

 



And God’s Word from 1 Peter gives you and me even more hope. We read, 
that “through faith [we] are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation 
that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, though now for 
a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come 
so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by 
fire-may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus 
Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though 
you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 
glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” 
Yes, trials and difficulties will come as we live out our days on this sin-infected, sin-
stained world. But your risen Savior gives you hope when he says to you, “‘I have 
told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.’”  
 

One final point: There are many people in our world today, there are many 
people right here in the Oconomowoc area, who don’t have any hope. They don’t 
know the Good News of Jesus death and resurrection. So, what you and I are to do 
next is clear. Like the two disciples on the way to Emmaus, you and I are to go and 
tell others about the risen Savior. Have you shared your hope with others lately?  
Have you shared the Good News about Jesus with a family member, a neighbor or 
someone at work or school?  Today is the day to go!  Go and share the Good News 
about the risen Lord and Savior. May God the Holy Spirit bless your efforts to spread 
the hope that only the risen Lord is able to provide. My dear Brothers and Sister in 
Christ, not just today, but every day, give thanks that Your Risen Savior Gives You 
Hope! 
 


