
 
 
 
 
 

 
Online Order of Worship  

Good Shepherd Sunday – May 3, 2020 
 
WORSHIP FOCUS 

The image of shepherd and sheep are certainly familiar to modern Christians, but do those 
concepts resonate as deeply for us as they did for the people of God 2000 years ago? The Judean 
landscape was rough. Pastures were thinly scattered over unfenced territories; foot paths 
meandered; wild beasts roamed freely. The shepherd’s characteristics were indispensable: 
sleepless, farsighted, weather-beaten, armed, leaning on his staff, and looking out over his 
scattered sheep, every one of them on his heart. To even such a greater degree is Christ Jesus. 
On Good Shepherd Sunday we see how sharp the contrast is between true shepherds and false 
shepherds. All is determined by their relationship to Christ, the only gate for the sheep.  

   
WELCOME 
 
HYMN 432:1-2  I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 
 

1.  I am Jesus’ little lamb; Ever glad at heart I am, 
 For my shepherd gently guides me, Knows my needs and well provides me, 
  Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. 
 
2.  Day by day, at home, away, Jesus is my staff and stay. 
 When I hunger Jesus feeds me, Into pleasant pastures leads me; 
 When I thirst he bids me go  Where the quite waters flow. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed 
to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But 
I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, 
have mercy on me, a sinner.  

  
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son, Jesus, the 

spotless Lamb of God, to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant 
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
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M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
 
HYMN 432:3  I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 
 

3.  Who so happy as I am,  Even now the shepherd’s lamb? 
 And when my short life is ended, By his angel hosts attended, 
 He shall fold me to his breast, There within his arms to rest.  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 

 
M: Let us pray. 
 O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. 

Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s 
house forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen.  
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
FIRST LESSON 1 Samuel 17:34-37 
Long before he was the royal shepherd of the kingdom of Israel, David shepherded his father’s flock in the 
wild country. He let no danger stop him from caring for his sheep. No law required a shepherd to fight lion 
and bear for the sake of the sheep. In fact, David’s words here and Christ’s in John 10 are all the more 
striking because Rabbinic law made it clear that a shepherd was not called upon to expose his own life for 
the safety of his flock. David, a good shepherd, knew what he spoke of when he extoled the comfort of the 
Shepherd’s rod and staff in Psalm 23. See his words fulfilled in great David’s greater Son! 
 

34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a 
bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep 
from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant 
has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because 
he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion 
and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”  

Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.” 
 
PSALM 23 

The well-known themes of Psalm 23 are set to the tune BROTHER JAMES’ AIR. Text: Psalter, Edinburgh, 1650 
 

1. The Lord’s my Shepherd; I’ll not want. He makes me down to lie  
In pastures green; he leadeth me The quiet waters by.  
He leadeth me, he leadeth me The quiet waters by. 

 
2. My soul he doth restore again And me to walk doth make  

Within the paths of righteousness, E’en for his own name’s sake.  
Within the paths of righteousness, E’en for his own name’s sake. 

 
3. Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, Yet will I fear no ill;  

For thou art with me, and thy rod And staff me comfort still.  
For thou art with me, and thy rod And staff me comfort still. 
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4. My table thou hast furnished In presence of my foes;  

My head thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows.  
My head thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows.  

 
5. Goodness and mercy, all my life, Shall surely follow me,  

And in God’s house forevermore My dwelling place shall be.  
And in God’s house forevermore My dwelling place shall be. 

 
 
GOSPEL (SERMON TEXT) John 10:1-10 
The great “I am” statement sets the direction for this Sunday: Jesus is “I am the gate for the sheep.” The 
preceding context of this lesson is crucial. After Jesus healed the man born blind, the Pharisees interrogated 
the man and his family about the healing. The Pharisees had already rejected Jesus as the Christ and were 
expelling from the synagogue anyone who confessed Christ. After throwing the man out of the synagogue, 
they verbally accost Jesus. This lesson is his answer to them. Jesus’ “I am” statements highlight the 
exclusivity of the Christian message. Christ is Savior, and there is no other! Jesus is the only gate for the 
sheep, and there is no other! When a man approaches the sheep, one only needs to see how he enters the pen. 
Does he use the gate, i.e., does he confess Christ as Savior? True shepherds use the gate, preach Christ, and 
love the sheep. False shepherds refuse the gate, reject Christ, and destroy the flock. 
 

1 “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by 
some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his 
sheep. 3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of 
them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a 
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 

Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them.  
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who ever came 

before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever 
enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON THEME     

 

How Good it is to be Shepherded by Jesus! 
 
  
 
GIVING THANKS TO GOD: It is our joy and privilege to support the Gospel Ministry here at St. Matthew’s 
and around the world. Several options are available: You may text the word “CARDINALS” to 73256 and 
follow the instructions. You may visit our website, www.smls.org and click on the word GIVE to give one 
time or schedule reoccurring gifts. You may mail in your gift to the church office at 818 W. Wisconsin Ave, 
or drop it off in person at church. Please keep in mind that the church office hours have been limited, so it is 
best to call ahead. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

C:  Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
M:  In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue 

the lost. 
C:    Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 
 
M:  Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and grant 

us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed 
people standing before your throne and singing the song of victory. 

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory 
and praise. 

 
M:  Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to those 

around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and 
our treasures. 

C:    Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 
 
M:  Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering and 

the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal 
life. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions in silent prayer. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we 
come before you and say: 

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER & BLESSING 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 
them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your 
holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you 
 The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 515:1,2,4 Shepherd of Tender Youth 
 

1. Shepherd of tender youth,  Guiding in love and truth through devious ways, 
 Christ, our triumphant King,  We come you name to sing 
 And here our children bring to join your praise. 
 
2. You are our holy Lord, Christ, the incarnate Word, Healer of strife. 
 You did yourself abase  That from sin’s deep disgrace 
 You might thus save our race  And give us life. 
 
4.  Oh, ever be our guide, Our shepherd and our pride, Our staff and song. 
 Jesus, O Christ of God,  By your enduring Word 
 Lead us where you have trod;  Make our faith strong. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
Serving the Lord with gifts of music 

Organist: Joy Elowski 
Small Group & Ensemble 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Remember in Your Prayers… the family of Rick Abram, whose father, Richard C. Abram, was called 
home to heaven on Saturday April 25; Doug Gunderson’s father who was called home to heaven; for Marlys 
Regan, the sister of Ron Hillmann, who continues to battle cancer; John Lemke’s sister struggling with 
congestive heart failure; Tony & Kathy Kobussen celebrating their 45th wedding anniversary; Liz Johnson, 
our 5th grade teacher who continues her treatments for cancer; All those impacted by the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
God’s continued blessings for our 15 Confirmands. This weekend (7 on 
Saturday afternoon and 8 on Sunday afternoon) we conducted private individual 
confirmation for our students who have completed instruction and their immediate 
families. Please keep the members of our 2020 Confirmation Class in your prayers: 
 

Paige Tina Behrens  Silas Andrew Hillmer  Logan Renold Reimer  
Jake Robert Blair  McKenna Aubrey Metko Abraham James Schlomer  
Claire Ashlyn Boche  Mason Michael Moeller Nathan Robert Schmidt  
Aaron Thomas Heimsch Alexis Mackenzie Nedbal Xavier William Uhlmann  
Caleb Micah Heins  Ethan Michael Pillard  Andrew Caden Vizcarra 

 
Two Online Adult Bible Studies:  

1. Pastor Bigelow continues to offer a “Zoom Bible Study” on the Life of Joseph. He is holding this 
class on Tuesdays at 7:00 pm with 40-50 people! If you would like to join, please send him an email 
directly. He will email you back with a direct link to join the class as well as a study guide. His email 
is pbigelow@smls.org    

2. Pastor Hillmer has started a “Zoom Bible Study” on the book of Jonah – God’s Passionate Pursuit 
of a Reluctant Missionary and a Wayward City”. This class meets on Thursdays at 10am. If you 
would like to join, please send him an email directly. He will email you back with a direct link to 
join the class as well as a study guide. His email is shillmer@smls.org   

 
Helping our Seminary Students: COVID19 has impacted some of our Seminary men and their families as 
they have been laid off work. If you would like to send a gift, make it payable to Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
and mail it to. WLS, 11831 N. Seminary Dr., Mequon, WI 53092. Include with it a note to the attention of 
Prof. Stephen Geiger who is coordinating this effort. You can contact him at Steve.Geiger@wisluthsem.org  
Their school year is ending soon so if you would like to help, please do so in the near future.  
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Care for Oconomowoc: God has showered us with so many blessings. Blessing that we may take for granted 
sometimes like food, home, shelter, work, etc. Many in our communities are facing unique challenges with the 
Covid-19 virus and the restrictions resulting from it. Our Board of Outreach sees this as a wonderful 
opportunity to share these blessings and to reflect the love of Christ with those in need in our community. Here 
are some opportunities for us to “Care for Oconomowoc”: 
 

• Each One Reach 5: Each member of St. Matthew’s reach out to 5 people you know and ask how they 
are doing and if they need anything. Meet the needs of our neighbors the best we can by reflecting the 
love of Christ.  Pray for them! 
 

• Food Drive: We will host a Food Drive on Saturday, May 2 and Saturday, May 9 from 9:00 – 
12:00 p.m at church. (You may also drop off on Sunday mornings until 11:00 a.m., those weekends).  
Please visit our Facebook page and website for specific details. 

 

• Monetary Donations: We are collecting monetary donations to support the Lake Area Free Clinic 
and the Oconomowoc Food Pantry. These donations will help these agencies support our community 
and its needs both now and in the future. Our goal is to gather $2,000 in support. Over $500 has already 
been generously donated to kickstart us in reaching our goal. You may mail or drop off your donation 
at the church office or give online and mark your donation “Caring for Oconomowoc.” 

 

• Donations to Police Department: The city of Oconomowoc Police Department is in need of hand 
sanitizer, XL Nitro gloves, and face masks. These items could be dropped off at the same time as the 
food drive. 

 

• Art for Shorehaven: Some of our school grade levels are working on art project decorations to be 
hung in a window to help brighten the days of the Shorehaven residents in this time of loneliness and 
isolation. All are welcome to help with this art project and put your craft skills to good use. You can 
drop off artwork at the church office and it will be delivered to Shorehaven residents. 

 

• Further Support: We are continuing to develop and identify further opportunities to care for 
Oconomowoc and the surrounding communities. Please look for more information in the near future. 

 

Thank you for your generosity and showing the love of Christ in our communities. 
 
Forward in Christ Magazine and Meditations Subscriptions: The deadline for signing up is May 11th. The 
cost is $13 per year. Please fill out an envelope found on the Information table in the Fireside room. Mail or 
drop off the envelope with payment to the church office (your mailing address is required). All past subscribers 
must also renew. Make checks payable to St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church. You can also sign up your 
family and friends at this special blanket subscription price.  Please contact the church office if you have any 
questions. As in the past, if you regularly pick up a Mediations at church throughout the year, for $25.00 you 
can cover the annual cost of both the Forward in Christ magazine and Meditations (a $35 cost separately). 
 
Sunday Mornings: Our Pastors are available AT CHURCH (Wisconsin Ave campus) to meet with you from 
8:00 AM until 11:00 AM on Sundays, as well as at 7:00 PM on Monday nights. While we will need to 
follow the guideline of groups smaller than 10, we have various areas on campus to meet with you. This will 
be an opportunity for us to share encouragement and comfort from God’s Word, as well as celebrate the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper with those who desire to receive it.  
 
Shepherd’s Staff: During this time, perhaps you or someone you know would benefit from assistance to run 
simple errands. The Shepherd Staff ministry is ready to help! If such assistance is needed, please contact 
Kathleen Everson (k_everson@hotmail.com) or one of the Pastors. 
 
Updates: During this unique time we will keep you informed and updated on changes with events, services, 
and ministry plans through email and our church website (smls.org) 
 
 

Pastor Philip Bigelow 989-573-5527 pbigelow@smls.org 
 

Pastor Steven Hillmer 775-229-3194  shillmer@smls.org 
 

Pastor Daniel Schmidt 262-354-4456 dschmidt@smls.org 


