
 
 
 
 
 

 
Online Order of Worship  

May 17, 2020 – The Sixth Sunday of Easter  
 
 
WORSHIP FOCUS 

The love of the Savior-God who lives in our hearts leads to a life of loving him and living for him. 
The risen Lord promises to give us another Counselor. It is the Holy Spirit who creates love in 
our hearts for our Savior-God and for others. 
 

WELCOME 
 
OPENING HYMN 581   Father, We Praise You 

 
1.  Father, we praise you, now the night is over. 

  Active and watchful, coming now before you, 
   Singing, we offer prayer and meditation; 

Thus we adore you. 
 

2.  Monarch of all things, fit us for your mansions; 
  Banish our weakness, health and wholeness sending. 
   Bring us to heaven, where your saints united 

Joy without ending. 
 

3.  All holy Father, Son and equal Spirit, 
  Trinity blessed, send us your salvation; 
   Yours is the glory, gleaming and resounding 

Through all creation. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.  
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 C: Amen. 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 
M: Let us pray. 

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think those things 
that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our prayers 
according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
FIRST LESSON                                                                                                                Genesis 4:1-16 
When Adam and Eve sinned, life as God intended had disappeared from this world. Expelled from 
the garden and guarded from the Tree of Life, mankind would know only death. Cain’s murder of his 
own brother shows the effects of sin in the world. But to this dying world, the loving God promised a 
Savior, born of woman, who would restore to man life as he had once intended.  
 
Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, "With the 
help of the Lord I have brought forth a man." 2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel 
kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the 
soil as an offering to the Lord . 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. 
The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look 
with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 6 Then the Lord said to Cain, "Why 
are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But 
if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must 
master it."  
 
8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." And while they were in the field, Cain 
attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 9 Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is your brother Abel?" 
"I don't know," he replied. "Am I my brother's keeper?" 10 The Lord said, "What have you done? 
Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to me from the ground. 11 Now you are under a curse and 
driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. 12 
When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer 
on the earth." 13 Cain said to the Lord , "My punishment is more than I can bear. 14 Today you are 
driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on 
the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me."  
 
15 But the Lord said to him, "Not so ; if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times over." 
Then the Lord put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. 16 So Cain went out 
from the Lord 's presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden.  
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THE PSALM OF THE DAY           Psalm 66
  
M: Shout with joy to God, all the earth! 
C: Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious! 
 
M: Praise our God, O peoples, 
C: Let the sound of his praise be heard. 
 
M: He has preserved our lives, 
C: And kept our feet from slipping. 
 
M: Come and listen, all you who fear God; 
C: Let me tell you what he has done for me. 
 
M: If I had cherished sin in my heart, 
C: The Lord would have not listened. 
 
M: But God has surely listened, 
C: And heard my voice in prayer. 
 
M: Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is 

now and will be forever. Amen. 
C: At the works of your hands, O Lord, I lift up my voice in song; I sing for joy. 
 
SECOND LESSON                                                                                                            1 John 3:11-18 
Love means obedience to God’s will. It was love that led Jesus to obey his Father’s will, obedient to 
death, even death on a cross for us. Now that same love empowers us to show love to others.  
 
11 This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 12 Do not be like 
Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because 
his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the 
world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. 
Anyone who does not love remains in death. 15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you 
know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid 
down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 17 If anyone has material 
possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.  
 
ANTHEM                                                                                                                Glorious in Majesty 
 

Glorious in majesty, holy in his praises 
Jesus, our Savior and our King. 
Born a man, yet God of old, let us all adore him; 
Filled with his Spirit, let us sing. 
 
 Living is to love him, 
 Serving him to know his freedom. 
 Come along with us to join the praise of Jesus. 
 Come to Jesus now; go to live his Word rejoicing. 
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Victory he won for us, freeing us from darkness, 
Dying and rising from the dead. 
Living with the Father now, yet he is among us; 
We are the body, he the head. 
 

Living is to love him, 
 Serving him to know his freedom. 
 Come along with us to join the praise of Jesus. 
 Come to Jesus now; go to live his Word rejoicing. 

 
One in love, as family, living with each other. 
Gladly we share each other’s pain. 
Yet he will not leave us so; soon he is returning, 
Taking us back with him to reign. 

 
Living is to love him, 
Serving him to know his freedom. 
Come along with us to join the praise of Jesus. 

 Come to Jesus now; go to live his Word rejoicing. 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                           John 14:15-21 
Jesus is life, that state of blessed holiness and perfect righteousness and communion with God. 
Mankind lost that life in the fall, and sin and death rushed into the vacuum left behind. Moved by his 
love, the Son of God, the Life, came to bring it back. Because Jesus is alive, we, too, will live in 
blessedness and holiness forever.  
 
15 "If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Counselor to be with you forever-- 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 
you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see 
me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize 
that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys 
them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love 
him and show myself to him."  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 154                                                                                        Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks 
 

Refrain: 
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 
 
1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth; 

He is the King of creation. [Refrain] 
 
2. Spread the good news o'er all the earth: 

Jesus has died and has risen. [Refrain] 
 

3. We have been crucified with Christ; 
Now we shall live forever. [Refrain] 

 
4. God has proclaimed his gracious gift: 

Life eternal for all who believe. [Refrain] 
 

5. Come, let us praise the living God; 
Joyfully sing to our Savior. [Refrain] 

 
 
SERMON THEME                                                                                                                                        1 John 3:11-18 
  

In Love We Give to Others 
 
GIVING THANKS TO GOD: It is our joy and privilege to support the Gospel Ministry here at St. 
Matthew’s and around the world. Several options are available: You may text the word 
“CARDINALS” to 73256 and follow the instructions. You may visit our website, www.smls.org and 
click on the word GIVE to give one time or schedule reoccurring gifts. You may mail in your gift to 
the church office at 818 W. Wisconsin Ave, or drop it off in person at church. Please keep in mind 
that the church office hours have been limited, so it is best to call ahead. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

C:  Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
M: In your love you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue the lost. 
C:    Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 
 
M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and grant 

us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people 
standing before your throne and singing the song of victory. 

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory 
and praise. 
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M: Make us instruments of your love as we bring the good news of hope and new life to those 
around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and 
our treasures. 

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 
 
M: Loving Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering and the 

dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions in silent prayer. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M: Gracious Father, in your love you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy 
hearts, we come before you and say: 

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER & BLESSING 
 
M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, 
we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you 
 The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 562                                                                                                              I Love to Tell the Story 
 

1. I love to tell the story  
Of unseen things above, 
Of Jesus and his glory,  
Of Jesus and his love. 
I love to tell the story  
Because I know it's true; 
It satisfies my longings  
As nothing else can do. 
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Refrain: 
I love to tell the story;  
'Twill be my theme in glory 
To tell the old, old story  
Of Jesus and his love. 

 
2. I love to tell the story,  

For those who know it best 
Seem hungering and thirsting  
To hear it like the rest. 
And when in scenes of glory  
I sing the new, new song, 
'Twill be the old, old story  
That I have loved so long. [Refrain] 

 
POSTLUDE 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Remember in Your Prayers…all the graduates in our St. Matthew’s family; all those receiving 
assignments into the full-time ministry this weekend at the WELS College of Ministry, Martin 
Lutheran College in New Ulm, MN, as well as all those receiving assignments into the full-time 
ministry this week at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, WI; Ron Hillmann, as he recovers 
from recent knee surgery; Liz Johnson and Vickie Frederick, who continue treatments for cancer; 
All those impacted by the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Devotional Service Update: Our Pastors will continue to be available AT CHURCH (Wisconsin 
Ave campus) to meet with you. PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING CHANGE AT THIS TIME: 
while we continue to follow the guideline of smaller groups, on Sunday morning we will conduct 
several devotional services in the sanctuary on the half hour at 8:00, 8:30, 9:00, 9:30, 10:00 and 
10:30 AM. We will continue to gather at 7:00 PM on Monday night as well. This will be an 
opportunity for us to share encouragement and comfort from God’s Word, as well as celebrate the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper with those who desire to receive it. Please plan accordingly if you 
wish to attend one of these special devotional services. 
 
Two Online Adult Bible Studies Continue:  
 

1. Pastor Bigelow continues to offer a “Zoom Bible Study” on the Life of Joseph. He is holding 
this class on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM with 40-50 people! If you would like to join, please send 
him an email directly. He will email you back with a direct link to join the class as well as a 
study guide. His email is: pbigelow@smls.org  
  

2. Pastor Hillmer continues to offer a “Zoom Bible Study” on the book of Jonah – God’s 
Passionate Pursuit of a Reluctant Missionary and a Wayward City”. This class meets on 
Thursdays at 10:00 AM. If you would like to join, please send him an email directly. He will 
email you back with a direct link to join the class as well as a study guide. His email is: 
shillmer@smls.org   
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Zoom Fellowship: The writer to the Hebrews encourages us, "Let us not give up meeting together, 
as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching” (Hebrew’s 10:25).  While we are unable to gather together in God’s House for 
worship as we would like, we still have opportunities to meet with each other and encourage one  
another  online. 
 
Beginning on Wednesday, May 20, at 12:00 NOON, Pastor Schmidt will host a “Food & Fellowship 
Lunch”. This will be an opportunity for us to do what the writer to the Hebrews encourages us to do. 
For more information, please visit our web site: https://welcome.smls.org/online-bible-study-2/ 
 
You may email Pastor Schmidt directly to join and he will email you the Zoom meeting link to join 
the online lunch. His email is: dschmidt@smls.org 
 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran School - 8th Grade Graduation Parade: We invite you to help us thank 
our teachers and recognize our school’s 8th grade graduates on Thursday, May 28, in a 
special “Drive-By Recognition and Thank You” event. From 4:30-6:00 on May 28, all of our 
teachers, along with this year’s graduating class of 8th graders, will be lined up outside in the parking 
lot of our school. This is a great chance for our entire St. Matthew’s Church family to thank the 
teachers and recognize our eleven graduates for a few moments as their cars slowly parade through 
the parking lot. 
 
This will also be an opportunity to express your gratitude to Mrs. Deborah Schramm, who is 
officially retiring from the teaching ministry after 41 years of service, all of which were at St. 
Matthew’s. Through the years, starting back in the 1974-75 school year, Mrs. Schramm has touched 
literally thousands of lives, teaching all across different grade levels. Although entering the ministry 
as a 5th grade teacher at St. Matthew’s, she was instrumental in starting our first preschool for 4 year 
olds, and was in fact our first ever preschool teacher. She currently teaches language arts to 6th, 7th, 
and 8th graders. Over the years, God has used the faithful work of Mrs. Schramm, as well as her 
husband Stuart, to bring countless blessings to our congregation. A box for cards will be available for 
those who would like share special thoughts and encouragements with Deb. 
 
So, you’re invited to help us celebrate with this parade of cars!  Here are the details: 
 
Date:  Thursday, May 28 
Time:  4:30-6:00 
Route:  Enter the parking lot off of Schumacher Way (you’ll turn at the lights first). Then snake 
through the school parking lot, following directions of attendants who will help guide you. You’ll 
exit onto Hwy P. 
 
Quarterly Voters Meeting: We will hold our Quarterly Voters meeting on Wednesday, May 27, at 
7:00 PM. The annual Ministry Plan (budget) for 2020-21 will be presented, as well as any other 
recommendations from the Church Council. Please mark your calendars and make every effort to 
attend. 
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Care for Oconomowoc: God has showered us with so many blessings. Blessing that we may take 
for granted sometimes like food, home, shelter, work, etc. Many in our communities are facing unique 
challenges with the Covid-19 virus and the restrictions resulting from it. Our Board of Outreach sees 
this as a wonderful opportunity to share these blessings and to reflect the love of Christ with those in 
need in our community. Here are some opportunities for us to “Care for Oconomowoc”: 
 

• Each One Reach 5: Each member of St. Matthew’s reach out to 5 people you know and ask 
how they are doing and if they need anything. Meet the needs of our neighbors the best we 
can by reflecting the love of Christ.  Pray for them! 
 

• Monetary Donations: We are collecting monetary donations to support the Lake Area Free 
Clinic and the Oconomowoc Food Pantry. These donations will help these agencies support 
our community and its needs both now and in the future. Over $5,000 has already been 
generously donated! You may mail or drop off your donation at the church office or give 
online and mark your donation “Caring for Oconomowoc.” 

 
• Donations to Police Department: The city of Oconomowoc Police Department is in need of 

hand sanitizer, XL Nitro gloves, and face masks. These items could be dropped off at the same 
time as the food drive. 

 
• Art for Shorehaven: Some of our school grade levels are working on art project decorations 

to be hung in a window to help brighten the days of the Shorehaven residents in this time of 
loneliness and isolation. All are welcome to help with this art project and put your craft skills 
to good use. You can drop off artwork at the church office and it will be delivered to 
Shorehaven residents. 

 
• Further Support: We are continuing to develop and identify further opportunities to care for 

Oconomowoc and the surrounding communities. Please look for more information in the near 
future. 

 
Thank you for your generosity and showing the love of Christ in our communities. 
 
Shepherd’s Staff: During this time, perhaps you or someone you know would benefit from assistance 
to run simple errands. The Shepherd Staff ministry is ready to help! If such assistance is needed, 
please contact Kathleen Everson (k_everson@hotmail.com) or one of the Pastors. 
 
Updates: During this unique time we will keep you informed and updated on changes with events, 
services, and ministry plans through email and our church website (smls.org) 
 
 

Pastor Philip Bigelow 989-573-5527 pbigelow@smls.org 
 
Pastor Steven Hillmer 775-229-3194  shillmer@smls.org 
 
Pastor Daniel Schmidt 262-354-4456 dschmidt@smls.org 
 


