
 
 
 
 
 

 
Online Order of Worship for 

 

The Festival of the Ascension of our Lord 
 

May 21, 2020 
 
WORSHIP FOCUS Our celebration of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead extends 

through the seven-week-long Easter season. Today we gather to celebrate a 
very special event that happened forty days after Jesus rose from the dead: 
he ascended into heaven in glory! Jesus’ ascension proclaims that his work 
to secure our salvation is complete, reminds us of our mission to proclaim 
the gospel to all creation, and assures us that Christ will return at the end of 
the time to bring his believers home to himself in heaven. 

 
Historical Note In the early 700s AD, there lived an English churchman 

known to history as the Venerable Bede. He was the great teacher of the 
middle ages, the man who divided history into AD and BC, the first great historian of the English 
language and a devout man of God. On May 25, 735 AD, on the great Ascension Vigil, Bede 
finished his translation of the Gospel of St. John into Old English. Then, on that day of Ascension, 
he died. From his deathbed, the Teacher of the Middle Ages spoke the words that have become 
the Prayer of the Day on Ascension. This beautiful prayer sets the tone for the day, beginning with 
a note of triumph and ending with a supplication for the Spirit and his work. 

 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING HYMN 171:1-3 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

 
1. A hymn of glory let us sing!  New songs throughout the world shall ring: 

  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ, by a road before untrod,  Ascends unto the throne of God. 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

2. The holy apostolic band  Upon the Mount of Olives stand, 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
And with his followers they see  Their Lord ascend in majesty. 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

3. To them the shining angels cry,  “Why stand and gaze upon the sky?” 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
“This is the Savior,” thus they say.  “This is his glorious triumph day.” 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you.   
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DIALOGUE FOR THE ASCENSION The minister’s statements are from John 13-16 
 The congregation’s responses are from Psalm 47 
  

M: I am going away and I am coming back to you. 
C: God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 
  
M: In my Father’s house are many rooms.  I am going there to prepare a place for you. 
C: Sing praises to God, sing praise; sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
  
M: Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later. 
C: How awesome is the Lord Most High, the great King over all the earth! 
  
M: I will come back to take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
C: God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne. 
  
M: I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 
C: Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy. 
  
M: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. 
C: God is King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY* 

M: Let us pray. 
 Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at God’s 

right hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth 
that at your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  

 
THE WORD 

 
FIRST LESSON Acts 1:1-11 
 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until 
the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke 
about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have 
heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.” 

6 So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?”  

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight.  10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
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HYMN 171:4-6 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 
 

4. “You see him now, ascending high  Up to the portals of the sky.” 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
“Here-after Jesus you shall see  Returning in great majesty.” 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

5. Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,  And be our future great reward. 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Then, throned with you forever, we  Shall praise your name eternally. 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

6. O risen Christ, ascended Lord,  All praise to you let earth accord. 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run,  With Father and with Spirit one. 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
SECOND LESSON (SERMON TEXT) Ephesians 1:16-23 

  
16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep 

asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray also that the eyes of your 
heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who 
believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he exerted in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 

far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not 
only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet 
and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness 
of him who fills everything in every way. 

 
PSALM 47 God Mounts His Throne to Shouts of Joy  
Congregation sings the refrains; choir sings the verses. Arr. Malcolm Kogut 
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1. Peoples, clap your hands!  Shout to God with joy! 
For the Lord, most high, is king of all the earth.   Refrain 
 

2. God goes up with shouts of joy;  amid the blast of trumpet sound. 
Sing your praise to God, sing with joyful voice, sing praise!   Refrain 
 

3. God is king of all the earth, sing praises with a psalm. 
God reigns over all the nations, God enthroned on high.   Refrain 

 
GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53 
 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, 
“This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 
repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has 
promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”   

 
50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he 

lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing 
them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. ** 

52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising 
God.  

 
HYMN 169 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

 
1. Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;  His the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph,  His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion  Thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation  Has redeemed us by his blood.” 
 

2. Alleluia! Bread of heaven,  Here on earth our food, our stay; 
Alleluia! Here the sinful  Flee to you from day to day. 
Intercessor, Friend of sinners,  Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea 
Where the songs of all the sinless  Sweep across the crystal sea. 
 

3. Alleluia! Not as orphans  Are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us;  Faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received him  When the forth days were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget his promise:  “I am with you evermore”? 

 
SERMON THEME Getting to Know the Father 

 
  
 
 
 

 

** The Christ Candle is lit through the Easter Season until this point in the reading of 
the Gospel during the Ascension service. The light serves as a reminder of Christ’s 
visible presence on the earth for those 40 days. 
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ANTHEM Across the Lands 
 Words and Music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 

 
1. You’re the Word of God the Father from before the world began; 

Ev’ry star and ev’ry planet has been fashioned by Your hand. 
All creation holds together by the power of Your voice. 
Let the skies declare Your glory; let the land and seas rejoice. 
 
Refrain 

You’re the Author of creation, You’re the Lord of ev’ry man, 
And Your cry of love rings out across the lands. 

 
2. Yet You left the gaze of angels, came to seek and save the lost 

And exchanged the joy of heaven for the anguish of a cross. 
With a prayer You fed the hungry, with a word You calmed the sea; 
Yet how silently You suffered, that the guilty may go free.  Refrain 
 

3. With a shout You rose victorious, wrestling vict’ry from the grave 
And ascended into heaven, leading captives in Your way. 
Now You stand before the Father, interceding for Your own; 
From each tribe and tongue and nation You are leading sinners home.  Refrain 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article of the 
 Apostles’ Creed from the Small Catechism (1529)  

  
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 

true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.  
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all 

sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with his holy, 
precious blood, and with his innocent suffering and death.   

All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and serve 
him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he has risen from 
death and lives and rules eternally.   

This is most certainly true. 

 
GIVING THANKS TO GOD: It is our joy and privilege to support the Gospel Ministry here at St. Matthew’s 

and around the world. Several options are available: You may text the word “CARDINALS” to 73256 and 
follow the instructions. You may visit our website, www.smls.org and click on the word GIVE to give one 
time or schedule reoccurring gifts. You may mail in your gift to the church office at 818 W. Wisconsin Ave, 
or drop it off in person at church. Please keep in mind that the church office hours have been limited, so it is 
best to call ahead. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR ASCENSION 

M: Blessed Jesus, you ascended to the right hand of your Father’s majesty, power, and glory 
and now reign as eternal King of kings and Lord of lords. 

C: We praise you for your victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell. 
  
M: O ascended Prophet, equip your Church to proclaim the precious gospel message of God’s 

love for all the world. 
C: Give courage to our hearts, power to our words, and success to our efforts. 
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M: O ascended High Priest, represent us before the Father as his own dear children and heirs.  
Defend us against Satan’s every accusation.  Ask for the Father’s rich blessings in our 
everyday lives. 

C: Plead for his mercy and grace on our behalf. 
  
M: O ascended King, direct the affairs of governments and nations that they may serve the 

best interest of your Church. 
C: You are our Lord, Master, and King. 
  
M: Hear us Lord, as we bring you our private petitions in silent prayer. 
  
 Silent prayer 
  
M: As the disciples lifted their eyes to watch your ascension, so lift our eyes daily to look for 

your coming again in glory. 
C: Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen. 

  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
BLESSING 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 
  
 
CLOSING HYMN 173 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

 
1. On Christ’s ascension I now build  The hope of my ascension. 

This hope alone has always stilled  All doubt and apprehension; 
For where the head is, there as well  I know his members are to dwell 
When Christ shall come and call them. 
 

2. Since Christ returned to claim his throne,  Great gifts for me obtaining, 
My heart shall rest in him alone,  No other rest remaining, 
For where my treasure went before,  There all my thoughts shall ever soar 
To still their deepest yearning. 
 

3. Oh, grant, dear Lord, this grace to me,  Recalling your ascension, 
That I may serve you faithfully,  Adorning your redemption; 
And then, when all my days will cease,  Let me depart in joy and peace 
In answer to my pleading. 

 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Serving the Lord with gifts of music 

Liturgist: Seminary Jacob Schlomer 
Preacher: Pastor Larry Schlomer, WELS Board for World Missions Chairman 
Organist: Tracy Schmidt 
Small Group Choir 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Philip Bigelow 989-573-5527 pbigelow@smls.org 
 

Pastor Steven Hillmer 775-229-3194  shillmer@smls.org 
 

Pastor Daniel Schmidt 262-354-4456 dschmidt@smls.org 


