
 
 
 
 
 

 
Online Order of Worship  

The Seventh Sunday of Easter – May 24, 2020 
 
WORSHIP FOCUS 

Live in eager expectation of glory! That glory is not dimmed by earthly suffering; rather, such 
suffering reminds us of the glory that awaits us. First the cross; then the crown. Our light and 
momentary troubles cannot mute the joy of living in eager expectation of glory. The week that 
falls between Ascension and Pentecost is one of waiting and expectation for the promised Spirit 
and the promised glory. The Prayer and Verse of the Day mark the impending nature of our 
departure and Christ’s return. He will not leave us as orphans but will come to us! 

   
WELCOME 
 
HYMN 175:1-4 Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise 
 

1.  Hail the day that sees him rise  To his throne above the skies! 
 Christ, the Lamb for sinners giv’n,  Re-ascends his native heav’n. 
  
2.  There the glorious triumph waits:  Lift your heads, eternal gates. 
 He as conquered death and sin;  Take the King of glory in! 
 
3.  See, the heav’n its Lord receives,  Yet he loves the earth he leaves; 
 Though returning to his throne,  Still he calls mankind his own. 
 
4.  See, he lifts his hands above;  See, he shows the prints of love. 
 Hark! His gracious lips bestow  Blessings on his Church below. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed 
to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But 
I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, 
have mercy on me, a sinner.  

  
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son, Jesus, the 

spotless Lamb of God, to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant 
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
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M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  

 
HYMN 175:5-6  Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise 

 
5.  Still for us he intercedes;  His prevailing death he pleads. 
 He, the first of all our race,  Near himself prepares a place. 
 
6.  There we shall with you remain  Partners in your endless reign, 
 There your face unclouded view,  Find our heav’n of heav’ns in you. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 

 
M: Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at your 

right hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him and faith 
to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
FIRST LESSON (SERMON TEXT) Acts 1:9-14 
The Christian life is not lived in glory here and now, but in eager expectation of the glory that’s coming soon. 
Following Jesus’ ascension, the disciples met together, awaiting the blessing the Lord promised. Note their 
activity as they waited: they were constant in prayer. 
 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid 
him from their sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” 
they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who 
has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 
have seen him go into heaven.”  

 
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s 

walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. 
Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined 
together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brothers. 
 
 
THE VERSE OF THE DAY John 14:23 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I will not leave you as orphans, but 
will come to you. Alleluia.  
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PSALM 8 
The congregation sings the refrains, the choir sings the verses. 

 
Refrain 

I will praise your name forever, 
  my King and my God. 
   

1. O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
 

2. When I consider your heavens, 
The work of your fingers. 
 

3. What is man that you are mindful of him, 
The Son of Man that you care for him?  
 

Refrain 
I will praise your name forever, 
  my King and my God. 
   

4. You made him ruler over the works of your hands;  
And crowned him with glory and honor. 
  

5. You made him ruler over the works of your hands; 
You put everything under his feet. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
I will praise your name forever, 
  my King and my God. 

 
 
GOSPEL John 17:1-11a 
On this post-ascension Sunday, Christ’s promise to return to his Father has proven true. What comfort, then, is 
his promised prayer for us who remain behind! We are in the world, but not as orphans, and so we bear our 
sufferings in eager expectation of the glory that’s coming. 
 

1 “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted 
him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now 
this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have 
sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, 
Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.  

6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave 
them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me 
comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with 
certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying 
for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you 
have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but 
they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 558 Christ High-Ascended 
 

1.  Christ high-ascended, now in glory seated, 
Throned and exalted, victory completed, 
Death's dread dominion finally defeated 
We are his witnesses. 

 
2. Christ, from the Father ev'ry pow'r possessing, 

Who on his chosen lifted hands in blessing, 
Sends forth his servants, still in faith confessing 
We are his witnesses. 

 
3. Christ, who in dying won for us salvation, 

Lives now the firstborn of the new creation; 
To win disciples out of ev'ry nation, 
We are his witnesses. 

 
4. Christ in his splendor, all dominion gaining, 

Christ with his people evermore remaining, 
Christ to all ages, gloriously reigning 
We are his witnesses. 

 
5. As at his parting, joy shall banish grieving, 

Faith in his presence strengthen our believing; 
Filled with his Spirit, love and pow'r receiving, 
We are his witnesses. 

 
SERMON THEME     

 

A Heavenly Anticipation Will Never Let You Down 
1. Trust in Jesus – even when He is hidden from sight 

2. Be Constant in Prayer – eagerly awaiting God’s blessings 
  
 
GIVING THANKS TO GOD: It is our joy and privilege to support the Gospel Ministry here at St. Matthew’s 
and around the world. Several options are available: You may text the word “CARDINALS” to 73256 and 
follow the instructions. You may visit our website, www.smls.org and click on the word GIVE to give one 
time or schedule reoccurring gifts. You may mail in your gift to the church office at 818 W. Wisconsin Ave, 
or drop it off in person at church. Please keep in mind that the church office hours have been limited, so it is 
best to call ahead. 
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ANTHEM: CHRIST BEGINS Words & Music by Luke Thompson and Kent Reeder 

Arr. By Marjore Flanagan 
 

1. We stand and we watch on the bank, wide-eyed. 
Water runs and all heaven opens wide,  
and a voice like thunder replies. 
 

Refrain 
Here’s my Prophet, my Priest, my King, 
  A light in the dark, Christ steps in; 
Here’s my Savior, my God, my King, 
  The time has come, Christ begins. 

 
2. Mary’s whispering, but it’s not the time. 

Yet six jars are filled with the finest wine. 
Tell me, who is this by our side?  Refrain 

 
3. See the sun outshined on the hill and hide. 

Clothes like lightning white, heaven opens wide,  
and a voice like thunder replies.  Refrain 

 
4. We stand, gathered ‘round on the mountainside. 

Watch the closing clouds hide him from our eyes;  
With a voice united we cry:  Refrain 

 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER & BLESSING 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 
them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your 
holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you 
 The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 170 Draw Us to Thee 
 
1. Draw us to thee,  For then shall we  Walk in thy steps forever 

And hasten on  Where thou art gone  To be with thee, dear Savior. 
 

2. Draw us to thee,  Lord, lovingly;  Let us depart with gladness 
That we may be  Forever free  From sorrow, grief, and sadness. 
  

3. Draw us to thee;  Oh, grant that we  May walk the road to heaven! 
Direct our way  Lest we should stray  And from thy paths be driven. 
 

4. Draw us to thee  That also we. Thy heav'nly bliss inherit 
And ever dwell  Where sin and hell  No more can vex our spirit. 
 

5. Draw us to thee  Unceasingly;  Into thy kingdom take us. 
Let us fore'er  Thy glory share; Thy saints and joint heirs make us. 

 
 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
Serving the Lord with gifts of music 

Organist: Joy Elowski 
Small Group & Ensemble 

 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Remember in Your Prayers the family of Richard and Kathy Wentland whose son-in-law, Kurt 
Kretschmer was called home to heaven this past week after battling leukemia. Giving thanks to God 
with Dennis and Shirley Gimmel as they celebrate their 57th wedding anniversary. All of our 
graduates from grade schools, high schools, colleges and seminary. All those impacted by the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Returning to Worship next Week: Plans are in place to return to our “regular” worship beginning 
May 31. Join us at 8:00 or 10:30 on Sundays, or at 7:00 pm on Monday night.  Please look for a letter 
in the mail this week which will give more details. We look forward to worshiping with you in person! 
 

This Sunday our pastors will be available AT CHURCH (Wisconsin Ave campus) to meet with you 
for a short devotion and communion. Following the guideline of smaller groups, we will meet in the 
sanctuary on the half hour at 8:00, 8:30, 9:00, 9:30, 10:00 and 10:30 AM. Since this Monday is 
Memorial Day, we will not have a Monday night service. 
 
Two Online Adult Bible Studies on ZOOM 

1. Pastor Bigelow is teaching “The Life of Joseph” on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM. If you would like 
to join, please send him an email directly. He will email you back with a direct link to join the 
class as well as a study guide. His email is: pbigelow@smls.org  
 

2. Pastor Hillmer is teaching “The book of Jonah – God’s Passionate Pursuit of a Reluctant 
Missionary and a Wayward City”. This class meets on Thursdays at 10:00 AM. If you 
would like to join, please send him an email directly. He will email you back with a direct link 
to join the class as well as a study guide. His email is: shillmer@smls.org   
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Zoom Fellowship: The writer to the Hebrews encourages us, "Let us not give up meeting together, 
as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching” (Hebrew’s 10:25).  While we are unable to gather together in God’s House for 
worship as we would like, we still have opportunities to meet with each other and encourage one  
another online. Join Pastor Schmidt on Wednesday, May 27, at 12:00 NOON for “Food & 
Fellowship Lunch”. For more information, visit our web site: https://welcome.smls.org/online-
bible-study-2/  You may email Pastor Schmidt directly to join and he will email you the Zoom 
meeting link to join the online lunch. His email is: dschmidt@smls.org 
 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran School - 8th Grade Graduation Parade: We invite you to help us thank 
our teachers and recognize our school’s 8th grade graduates on Thursday, May 28, in a 
special “Drive-By Recognition and Thank You” event. From 5:00-6:00 on May 28, all of our 
teachers, along with this year’s graduating class of 8th graders, will be lined up outside in the parking 
lot of our school. This is a great chance for our entire St. Matthew’s Church family to thank the 
teachers and recognize our eleven graduates for a few moments as their cars slowly parade through 
the parking lot. 
 
This will also be an opportunity to express your gratitude to Mrs. Deborah Schramm, who is 
officially retiring from the teaching ministry after 41 years of service, all of which were at St. 
Matthew’s. Through the years, starting back in the 1974-75 school year, Mrs. Schramm has touched 
literally thousands of lives, teaching all across different grade levels. Although entering the ministry 
as a 5th grade teacher at St. Matthew’s, she was instrumental in starting our first preschool for 4 year 
olds, and was in fact our first ever preschool teacher. She currently teaches language arts to 6th, 7th, 
and 8th graders. Over the years, God has used the faithful work of Mrs. Schramm, as well as her 
husband Stuart, to bring countless blessings to our congregation. A box for cards will be available for 
those who would like share special thoughts and encouragements with Deb. 
 
So, you’re invited to help us celebrate with this parade of cars!  Here are the details: 

Date:   Thursday, May 28 
Time:   5:00-6:00 
Route:   Enter the parking lot off of Schumacher Way (you’ll turn at the lights first). Then snake 

through the school parking lot, following directions of attendants who will help guide 
you. You’ll exit onto Hwy P. 

 
Quarterly Voters Meeting: We will hold our Quarterly Voters meeting on Wednesday, May 27, at 
7:00 PM. The annual Ministry Plan (budget) for 2020-21 will be presented, as well as any other 
recommendations from the Church Council. Please mark your calendars and join us in the sanctuary. 
 
Shepherd’s Staff: During this time, perhaps you or someone you know would benefit from assistance 
to run simple errands. The Shepherd Staff ministry is ready to help! If such assistance is needed, 
please contact Kathleen Everson (k_everson@hotmail.com) or one of the Pastors. 
 
Updates: During this unique time we will keep you informed and updated on changes with events, 
services, and ministry plans through email and our church website (smls.org) 
 
 

Pastor Philip Bigelow 989-573-5527 pbigelow@smls.org 
 

Pastor Steven Hillmer 775-229-3194  shillmer@smls.org 
 

Pastor Daniel Schmidt 262-354-4456 dschmidt@smls.org 


