
Sermon Text:  1 John 3:11-18 
Theme:  In Love We Give to Others 
 

How do you show someone that you love them? If it is your children, you work hard to provide 
food, clothing and shelter for them. If it is your parents, you show them love as you willingly obey 
them. If it is a friend, a way that you are able to show them love is by helping them out when they need 
it. In our service today, you and I are reminded that IN LOVE WE GIVE TO OTHERS. From the 
Second Lesson of God’s Word before us taken from 1 John chapter 3, you and I will see that our love 
which we give to others is Patterned After the Love of Jesus and, as a result, it is Different From 
the World. 
 

 The love which we are talking about today is not simply an emotional response, which can fade 
away just as quickly as it starts. It is not a love which can quickly turn into hatred, even towards a 
person very close to us, like Cain’s attitude toward his brother Abel. It is not a love which is used as a 
“bargaining chip” to get something for itself first.   
 

Rather, it is a love of choice. It is loving someone even though they don’t deserve or earn that 
love. It is a love which is shown without looking for anything in return. We learn what true love is, not 
by looking at the popular books of today or the words of any human author, but by opening and 
reading our Bibles. It is only in God’s Word that we find the true and proper definition of love. 
 

 God’s Word we are considering today gives us the greatest example of love: “This is how we 
know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.” Jesus, our one and only Savior, showed you 
and me, and all of sinful mankind, his great undeserved love when he willingly left his throne of glory, 
and humbly lived here on this earth in your place and mine. In love, Jesus placed himself on the cross. 
There, in love, he suffered the punishment you and I deserved because of our sins. There, in love, 
“Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.” In his Gospel, the Apostle John records these words of the 
Savior, “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay 
down his life for his friends.” 
 

 There is a true story which is told about physically healthy babies in an orphanage who were 
dying for no clear reasons. The mystery was not solved until a connection was noticed between 
personal loving attention and physical health. “Professional Mothers” were hired to cuddle with the 
babies, holding them warm and close. The result was that the babies lived. God the Father’s love, 
shown to you and me in our Savior Jesus Christ, is like him picking us up in the orphanage. You and I 
were outcasts from his family because of sin. Yet, for the sake of Jesus, our Savior, our loving Father in 
heaven picks up you and me and makes you and me safe and secure in his arms. Through Jesus Christ 
you and I enjoy the forgiveness of all of our sins. Our perfect Heavenly Father is there day after day to 
love us, with his never-changing and always constant love. 
 

 It is response to this great love of our Savior-God that you and I show love to him and to others. 
Once when he was asked, Jesus summarized the 10 Commandments in this way: “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. And, love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Today, we want to spend a few moments talking about the second part of Jesus’ words. We 
will look at how, in love, we give to others. We will see that this love is different from the love of the 
sinful, unbelieving world. 
  

 The sinful world looks at love and asks, “What can I get out of it?”  “What’s in it for me?” 
Looking out for our own interests can quickly turn love into hate. As an example of this, John turns to 
the first brothers in the Bible. “Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his 
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s were 
righteous.” By allowing jealousy to take over his heart, Cain’s love for his brother Abel quickly turned 
into hatred. And John writes that, “Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life in him.”  
 



John also reminds his readers “Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you.” It 
should come as no surprise to you and me that the sinful, unbelieving world, hates you and me and all 
Christians! 
 

 Yet God’s Word says, “This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one 
another . . .We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone 
who does not love remains in death.”  Wait! Is John saying that you and I are able to keep ourselves 
from eternal death if we love those around us? Be careful not to misunderstand the point that God’s 
Word is making here. The love which you and I show to others is not a way for you and me to win 
God’s favor or earn our way into heaven. No, the love that you and I show to others is a joyful 
response to the love we have been shown through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ who willing laid 
down his life for you and me. 

 

Would you be willing to die for a fellow believer? In John’s day, this was a very real threat. 
Today, the threat of death for us in America may not be present, but you and I are able to show love to 
others by making their lives more important than our own. Two ways you and I are able to carry this 
out are mentioned in the verses before us: “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in 
need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?” As one author has written about this 
verse, “The Christian has the unique perspective of seeing his possessions as gifts from God to be used 
to provide for the needs of his brothers and sisters in Christ.” Here at St. Matthew’s, our “Shepherd 
Staff” ministry is one way that we help out our fellow believers who are in need. If you are one of 
those folks, or if you know of someone who is in need, please don’t hesitate to contact our “Shepherd’s 
Staff” ministry. You will find contact information in the announcements and on our website. 

 

A second way you and I are able to show love to others is this: “Dear children, let us not love 
with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” The encouragement here is don’t be a hypocrite. 
Don’t say one thing, and then do another. Don’t simply pretend to love others. As someone has written, 
“Christians are to be known not only by what they say, but also by what they do!” 
 

 How are you doing at showing love to others? It is sad, but all too true, that by nature you and I 
are cold and loveless. Think about it for a moment. It is not love when spouses tare each other down. It 
is not love when children constantly disobey their parents. It is not love when you and I do nothing to 
help someone in need. Far too often, your love and mine ignores others. Why are there so many people 
who feel so unloved that they consider taking their own lives? Why are there so many people who are 
so desperate for love that they will grasp love anywhere and in any way they are able to find it? Why is 
that there are so many people who do not feel loved during this very difficult time. 

 

My dear Christian friends, have you and I forgotten what it means to love? It sad, but true, that 
far too often you and have forgotten what it means to love others, and so we need to return to our 
Bibles. You and I need to confess our sin of a lack of love for others, and remind ourselves day after 
day of the great love that our Savior has showered upon you and me. In response to that great love of 
Jesus, that won the forgiveness for all of your sins and mine (including all those times you and I have 
failed to have a love that is different from the sinful world), you and I will search for ways that we are 
able to show love to others. As we do, you and I will always remember what John was led to write a 
little later in his first letter, “We love because he first loved us.” Or, as our theme for this school year 
reminds us: GRACE GIVEN…GRACE DRIVEN. 
 

Going back to the question that I started with: “How do you show someone that you love them?” 
Today, God’s Word reminds you and me that IN LOVE WE GIVE TO OTHERS. As you and I 
willingly do this, certainly it is my prayer that our gracious Savior-God blesses all our efforts so that 
your love and mine is Patterned After the Love of Jesus and, as a result, your love and mine is 
Different From the World. Amen. 


