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SERMON: Acts 2:1-21 
“What Do You See and Hear Today?” 

 
 It has been a long time.  It’s been 69 days.  It’s 
been 69 days since I’ve seen smiling faces filling the 
pews.  It’s been a long time since we have had the full 
and steady stream of people flowing through the front 
door to come to God’s house.  It’s been a long time since 
many of us have seen one another and had the chance to 
share the joys and challenges that are happening in each 
other’s lives.  This church has sat very quiet the last two 
and a half months except for the occasional popping and 
creaking when a stiff wind blows off the lake.  For the 
past two and a half months what did I see and hear in 
this church building?  Most of the time it was dark 
except for the lights on in the office and two pastor’s 
offices.  No one was filling the basement with a cup of 
coffee and Bible in hand ready for study.  The fireside 
room didn’t have much in it except for the dancing 
flames of fire, but you didn’t even hear anything from 
that because it’s a gas fireplace.  What do you see and 
here today?  Faces.  I see faces!  Faces filling the pews.  
Faces looking back at me as I preach.  I got used to 
staring at myself on the camera while I preached and 
that’s a difficult thing to stare at for a while.  Now I feel 
your pain on Sunday mornings.  What do you see?  I see 
families worshiping together in church.  I see husbands 
and wives next to one another in the pew.  I see brothers 
and sisters in Christ here for the first time in 10 weeks.  
What do you hear?  Voices.  This place is filled with the 
voices of praise to our God.  It is filled with the voices of 
proclaiming what God has done.  It is filled with the 
responses from God’s people.  It is filled with singing 
and music.  It’s filled with organ music.  Today we hear 
things that we haven’t for so long.  In fact, we were only 
recording services for so long and speaking to only a 
camera for so long that I need to get accustomed to being 
here again and preaching to people that I can see. 
 
 But, you and I aren’t the only ones that see and 
her things that we aren’t quite accustomed to seeing and 
hearing.  Today we are going to celebrate a birthday.  
This one is interesting because you usually know the 
significance of a birthday beforehand.  The first birthday 
is a pretty big one.  Sweet sixteen.  Going over the hill 
with the big 4 – 0.  The people involved with this 
birthday didn’t quite know the significance beforehand.  
That’s understandable because it was a confusing time 
for the disciples of Jesus.  Ten days earlier the disciples 
strained their necks staring at the clouds as they watched 

Jesus ascend to heaven.  Jesus was put to death by his 
enemies.  Then he rose from the grave just like he said.  
He defeated his enemies and maybe it looked like there 
was tons of unfinished business for Jesus to do.  Now 
with Jesus risen from the dead now they could really get 
going.  Now the ministry would really skyrocket, instead 
Jesus rocketed his way to heaven.  Was Jesus leaving 
them at exactly the wrong time?  Now what?  Now what 
were they supposed to do?  Think about all of the 
mistakes, the misunderstandings, the missteps the 
disciples made when Jesus was with them.  How did 
they have a chance now that he was gone?  What was 
Jesus thinking? 
 They were gathered together celebrating 
Pentecost, or the Feast of Weeks, or the Feast of the 
Harvest.  It’s referred to with different names in 
scripture, but it’s the same festival.  It was the 
celebration when the Jews gave thanks to God for the 
harvest.  They brought their first fruit offerings to the 
Lord.  This was also one of the three mandatory 
pilgrimage festivals for the Jews.  That meant that no 
matter where you were or lived you had to come back to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the festival.  This made Jerusalem 
a busy place. 
 A few moments ago, we asked the question, 
“What was Jesus thinking leaving his disciples just when 
it seemed like it was time to really get to work?”  We 
don’t have to guess.  He tells us in John 16, which was 
our Gospel Lesson today.  The disciples didn’t have to 
guess either, but they didn’t realize it at the time.  Jesus 
promised them something all the way back in the Upper 
Room before he is betrayed.  He promises that he will 
send the Holy Spirit.  It was the same promise made by 
Joel in our First Lesson.  Little did the disciples know 
they were just moments away from the fulfillment of 
that promise.  What did they see and hear that day?  The 
sound of rushing wind filled the house and it wasn’t 
because a low-pressure cold front came off the 
Mediterranean Sea.  They heard the rushing.  They all 
heard the sounds of the violent wind filling their ears, 
but the gift and the fulfillment of the promise wasn’t in 
the wind.  Then it was the sight, the sight of something 
they hadn’t seen before.  The sight of tongues of fire 
coming and separating and resting on the disciples.  
They saw the flames dancing before their eyes, but that 
wasn’t the gift.  What did the crowd hear that day?  
Suddenly the disciples start speaking in languages they 
didn’t sit in a desk and learn in school.  And not just one, 
but in languages all over the map.  If you were to map 
out all of the countries mentioned in Acts 2 you would 
have a large circle for hundreds of miles all around 
Jerusalem.  The people saw amazing things and heard 
amazing sounds that day as a result of the coming of the 
promised Holy Spirit, but that still was not the gift. 
 This is often called the birthday of the New 
Testament Era Church.  What birthday is complete 



without a birthday present?  “All of them were filled with 
the Holy Spirit…” (Acts 2:4).  There is the gift.  What a 
birthday that was on that day and it’s a birthday that we 
continue to celebrate over 2,000 years later.   
 Do you see the greatest miracle on Pentecost?  Is 
the greatest miracle the rushing of the wind?  Nope.  If it 
wasn’t the rushing wind, then it’s got to be the tongues 
of fire resting on the disciples.  There is something 
greater than that going on.  What about them speaking in 
tongues?  Again, a great miracle, but the Holy Spirit is 
doing something even greater.  The greatest miracle on 
Pentecost is the transforming work of the Holy Spirit.  
The disciples are transformed from timid followers that 
would rather run when Jesus was arrested in the Garden 
of Gethsemane to bold proclaimers of the gospel that 
stop at nothing.  The disciples went from followers of 
Jesus that so often missed the point Jesus was teaching 
them, from disciples that were a lot of talk and said, “We 
will die for you Lord,” and then denied even knowing 
him; these disciples went from cowering behind a locked 
door because they were afraid of the Jews to preaching 
what Jesus did even if it meant being thrown in prison 
and threatening their lives.  They preached the 
forgiveness of sins at all costs.  And we know what it 
cost them.  Every single one of them met the end that 
they were originally afraid of in the Upper Room that 
first Easter evening behind the locked door: death.  They 
were put to death for sharing their faith except for John, 
but he was exiled on an island.  Those little tongues of 
fire on that first Pentecost lit the world on fire that day 
and it hasn’t stopped since.   
 That same Holy Spirit that gave the disciples the 
bold voice to preach Jesus no matter what on that day is 
the same Holy Spirit at work within you and me.  But 
sometimes the sinful nature likes to be the wet blanket or 
fire extinguisher to snuff out those flames within us.  
Sometimes it wants to convince us to not be bold in our 
outreach, in our ministry, in our reading and hearing of 
God’s Word and not because we don’t think the Spirit 
will bless those efforts, but because the sinful nature is 
afraid that the Spirit will bless those efforts.  Then what 
are we going to do?  Then how are we going to meet 
those challenges?  Sometimes it’s easier to spray the fire 
extinguisher and say, “Hold on a bit here.  I’m too busy 
for that.  I can’t do that.  Someone else needs to do that.  
Not me.  I’m too old or too young or too tired or too 
active.”  There are a lot of ways the sinful nature can try 
to put out that fire.  There are a lot of ways the sinful 
nature tries to convince us to be timid and that the cost 
of sharing Jesus is too much. 
 Lets’ think about this for a moment: What is the 
worst that can happen?  You and I share the love of 
Jesus with people and what is the worst thing that can 
happen?  We are blessed to live in a time and place in 
history where I guarantee you it will not be as bad as 
what the disciples faced.  The worst thing that can 

happen is they don’t want to hear it.  They don’t want to 
listen to you.  They make fun of you.  That happened to 
the disciples too.  “Ah, these guys are drunk.  They have 
had too much wine.”  Put the fire extinguisher down.  
Put the wet blanket in the dryer and set it on high.  You 
are filled with the Holy Spirit to give you a spirit of 
boldness and not fear.  You are filled with the Spirit that 
gives us this promise, “And everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved” (Acts 2:21).  What a 
comforting promise from our God.  Think of how the 
gospel continued to spread over the last two and a half 
months.  We couldn’t meet together physically, which 
was challenging, but the gospel continued to be preached 
in ways unprecedented.  God’s grace was shared.  
Forgiveness of sins proclaimed.   
 We don’t have to be timid because we don’t 
have a timid God and Savior.  He took on everything we 
could not.  He defeated everything we could not.  He 
gives us the victory we could never win.  He gives us the 
Holy Spirit that transforms our heart and life and gives 
us the message to do the same for others so that they too 
can call on the name of the Lord.  What do I see and hear 
today?  I see lives transformed.  I see hearts changed.  I 
see God at work.  I hear voices proclaiming the wonders 
of God.  I hear voices praising God and not just within 
these walls, but in the world because you are not timid.  
You are filled with the Spirit.  Amen. 
 


