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One of the most beautiful places on this planet is a beach called Playa Grande in the 

Dominican Republic. Majestic hills slope down into the Atlantic Ocean where 100 ft. cliffs bear the 

brunt of waves that crash at their feet. A hammock on a balcony attached to a little house perched in 

the lush greenery at the top of one of those cliffs would be like living in a dream. But I couldn’t have 

it. The main reason was that a house right there would have cost about two million dollars. But even 

if money were no object, back in 1995 there were still laws on the books in the DR that made it illegal 

for someone who was not a Dominican citizen to own land. However, over a supper conversation 

these facts didn’t stop a local resident from making bold promises. If I recall correctly his promise 

went something like this, “If you ever want to own property, I know a guy.” This particular guy, for 

a fee, would buy the property in his name and put his name on the title, but everyone would all agree 

that the foreigner would be the so-called owner. It still makes me smile. That would have to be quite 

a guy to be trusted for such a huge transaction. That was often the way things worked there. We knew 

a guy who could always find us the best pineapples. We knew a guy who could get us the best 

exchange rate on our dollars. We knew a guy who had the best prices on souvenirs for visitors. If you 

trusted that the guy had the ability to deliver you would hand off your money and a short time later, 

you would have what you wanted. If you were wrong about the guy whatever you hoped for would 

not be delivered. That might not be a big deal when the exchange is a pineapple, but the purchase of 

property? I never explored further, but if you want some property in the Dominican Republic, I know 

a guy.  

The Festival of Ascension is not about making sure we can visit the best places on this earth. 

It’s much bigger than that. On this day we want to spend time talking about the best place of all, real 

estate in the heavenly kingdom. A room in God’s house. And, guess what. I know a guy. 

Today I join in an Ascension prayer for all of you. It is the same prayer that the Apostle Paul 

prayed from his prison cell in Rome for the brothers and sisters in Ephesus. Far removed from all of 

them, he pointed them to the one who was right there with them. He wanted to make sure they knew 

their God. They needed to know the Father and how far he was willing to go to make sure they would 

be with him in heaven.  It is a truth we all need to know. As I read these words again from Ephesians, 

Chapter 1, listen to them in this light. Ask yourself this question, “Does it sound like this is the one 

who can make sure I am in heaven?” 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you 
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray also that the eyes of 
your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who 
believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he exerted in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule 
and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but 
also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head 
over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every 
way. 

 



My friends. We will spend these moments today Getting to Know the Father. In him we will 

know real hope as we are reminded of what Christ is doing for us.  

So, I begin with a request to God on your behalf. As Paul puts it, that the God of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and understanding. That God 

would give you eyes of faith that can see and Know Real Hope. Now, hope can be a very overused 

word. We hope that our favorite sports team wins or at least gets to play again soon. We hope that 

family and friends will soon be allowed to freely travel and gather as in the past. We hope for good 

health and a little bit of wealth. When we talk about hope in those items, we are hoping for things that 

God hasn’t promised will be a part of our walk here on earth. Real hope is based on what God 

promises will be ours.  

There is another way for people to gain ownership of property like the one I described in the 

DR. If your father owns it, you can inherit it. That is the picture of the hope described in these verses. 

Paul calls it the riches of God’s glorious inheritance. Can it be true. Can god really intend to give us 

a part in his family and the glory of an inheritance that only belongs to him? Can we really have real 

hope in that? Only if you trust in what God’s Spirit will point you toward. Only if you trust in God 

and the power displayed when he rose Jesus from the dead and set him up to reign. 

If all you know to base your hope on is what you can see around you, real hope is lost. Real 

hope seems too good to be true. It can’t be that easy. Don’t you know the world is a mess? Don’t you 

know people are scared? Sometimes all we can see around us is trouble and strife. But a focus only 

on the things you can see around you will point you only to the one who seems to be at the center of 

the stage. You. And that is truly scary. What if everything depends on you? What if it is all up to you 

to figure out the next best steps for your life? Would you really have sure hope in what the future 

would hold? What if it all hinged on whether you deserved to be a part of God’s family and 

inheritance? How many examples do you have from these last few weeks of your own sinfulness and 

shortcomings? Has safer at home brought out the best or the worst in you? Imagine how scary it 

would be if God would decide our eternal fate based just on the thoughts that have gone through your 

mind these past few weeks. There would be no hope at all. Our fate would be sealed. Punishment and 

anger from God would be all we could expect. But God does not ask you to look at yourself for sure 

and real hope. He points you to his Son. He points you to the one who was willing to set aside his 

crown to live in the filth, strife and stress of this world. He points you to Jesus who laid down his life 

in painful sacrifice to pay what you owed. God points you to the display of his own mighty power as 

he raised Jesus from the dead, ascended him into heaven and set him at his right hand on the throne. 

All for you. That is true. That is sure. That is real hope. 

And God didn’t stop working out his plan for you when Christ ascended into heaven. God put 

him in charge of everything. To know your Father you need to know what Christ is Doing. His work 

isn’t done. Paul tells us that on the throne Jesus is far above all rule and authority, power and 
dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. God’s gift keeps on giving. 

Jesus has been placed in charge of everything – absolutely everything! – all for his church. As a 

baptized child of God, you wear his name and you are part of his church. Everything described in 

these verses has been deployed for you. Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians is my prayer for you, the 

members and friends of St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church. Live in real hope. God has big plans for you, 

his child. With Christ’s resurrection and ascension he has blazed the trail and you will follow your 

head to the inheritance he won for you in heaven. Where the head is the body will follow. Based on 

our relationship with the Father there are some truths that will never change. He wants you to be with 



him, and so you will be with him, because he is doing everything to take you there. No disease, no 

government decision, no separations from dear ones here on earth, not even the very fury of hell itself 

can separate you from this inheritance.  

I suppose if we had our own way, we would say, why wait? Can’t we just go enjoy heaven 

now? Well, in these verses don’t miss the purpose God has for you in Christ. As a part of his church, 

his body, you are described as the fullness of Christ that fills everything in every way. God the Father 

wants more to know him and he will use Christ and his church (that’s you!) to do it. In many was 

Ascension Day is Missions day for us. Think of it this way. We know our eternity is guaranteed. We 

are not still on earth to work out our salvation. That is done. We are still on earth to share this truth 

with others. By the power of his Gospel promises, Christ uses us to share his love.  

As you have learned about Jesus unbelievable willingness to suffer all for you, you have 

learned about the Father’s love. As we celebrate Jesus’ Ascension we are reminded of the rock-solid 

power and control Jesus has over all things. God set him in this position with all power and authority 

for you. It is a power that he promises to continue to use to make sure you will be with him forever 

in heaven. His resurrection, his Ascension, his victory, his scepter, his throne, his constant presence 

anywhere that you are, are all being used to fulfill the promise. You know the guy. You know sure 

hope for eternity. You know the promises in God’s word provides sure hope for other. It is in this 

confidence that you share the hope you have. Every person on this planet has their own story. I can 

only imagine the stories we will hear as travel and visits are allowed once again. The twists and turns 

of their experience may be far different than yours. That’s OK. You don’t have to solve those things 

for them. You can still share. Let’s keep up the work of the Church to send workers into the harvest 

of the world. People need to know what you know. We trust the Lord of the Church to knit these 

efforts together in his perfect plan. And no effort is too small in his hands. The next time you are 

talking to someone about the challenges of this world and quickly realize that you don’t have all the 

answers to their problems, you may not be sure exactly what to say. Hopefully our time today has 

helped make that easy. Share what you do know. You can’t fix their every problem, but try saying 

this. “I know a guy.”  Amen.  


