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Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 
 

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today! It is our prayer that God 

would fill you with His grace and peace as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus. If you 

have questions about St. Matthew’s or would like to speak to one of the pastors, please 

feel free to reach out to us using the contact information on the back cover. 

 

 

THE SEASON OF PENTECOST 

After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshipping Church spends 

half a year focusing on the teachings of Jesus Christ.  The Church is adorned with the 

color green during the season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings of Jesus to 

grow the faith of believers.  The appointed lessons teach us the characteristics of the Holy 

Ministry, the Church, our gracious God, and our Christian lives.   
 

THE CHRISTIAN FAITH – ONE WORD AT A TIME 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans contains 

some of the clearest teaching of the Christian Faith. This Summer we will work our way 

through the book of Romans in a series entitled: The Christian Faith - One Word at a 

Time. Join us as we examine these key truths and rejoice in God’s great love. 
 

June 14 Atonement        August 9 Predestination - Chosen by God 

June 21 Righteousness        August 15 Providence - Cared for by God 

June 28 Reconciliation        August 23 Rooted - in God’s History 

July 5  Reversal         August 30  ** Christian Family Solutions 

July 12 Forgiveness         Sept. 6 Awe - Worshiping God 

July 19 Battling Sin        Sept. 13 Sacrifice - as we Minister 

July 26 Eschatology - Longing for Heaven      Sept. 20 Love - Living in Two Kingdoms 

August 2 Praying (* Church Picnic)       Sept. 27 Freedom - Serving One Another 
 

 

 

• Young Children: If your child becomes restless and you need a “place of retreat” feel free to use 

the Fireside Area. The service is broadcast on the TV in that area. 
 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 
 

• Thank you for silencing your cell phones prior to worship. 
 

• Large Print Service Folders are available from an usher upon request. 
 

• Watch Worship on TV  View our services on Charter channel 985 on Thursdays at 12:00 PM 

and 7:00 PM or Sundays at 10:00 AM http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php 

 

 

http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php
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The Order of Worship for 
 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 

June 21, 2020 
 

 

 

WORSHIP FOCUS 

The Season of Pentecost expounds upon the teachings of Christ and the application of 

faith in the life of the Christian. Today we see the kingdom work of God carried out 

by those called through his boundless mercy.  Today we see the Israelites once again 

abandon the Lord, a tax collector called to follow Jesus, and a former persecutor of 

Christians and the faith called by God through righteousness that only he gives.  This 

righteousness is long promised and now given to all who believe in him who raised 

Christ from the dead. 

 

Serving us this week (and next) 

Thank you to Seminarian Barty Cox for serving as liturgist this week, and also next 

week as he shares God’s word with us in the sermon. Barty will be heading to 

Covington, GA next month to begin his “Vicar Year” as he continues his training for 

the pastoral ministry.  God’s blessings be with you. 

 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of God’s Word. Believers 

respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.  

 

OPENING HYMN 283 Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening 
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STAND 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 

your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You 

are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

OH, TASTE AND SEE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

M: O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be 

gracious to us in our weakness and give us strength to keep your commandments 

in all we say and do; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

 

 

 

 

BE SEATED 
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THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON  Hosea 5:15-6:6 

Jesus’ words of condemnation for the Pharisees in the Gospel Lesson came from the mouth of Hosea, a 

prophet long familiar with unfaithful Israel.  In his mercy, God called to the people, the priests, and 

the nobility—and their response seemed so good! At first glance, the words that Israel spoke (6:1-3) 

seem a beautiful model of repentance.  Merely going through the motions of repentance did not cut it. 

Merely performing the outward functions of the Law did not suffice. God wanted an admission of guilt, 

an earnest seeking, but he did not find it. Only the mercy of God could solve their problem.  

 

15Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek 

my face; in their misery they will earnestly seek me."   
1"Come, let us return to the Lord. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he 

has injured us but he will bind up our wounds.  2After two days he will revive us; on 

the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence.  3Let us 

acknowledge the Lord; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely as the sun rises, 

he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water 

the earth."  4"What can I do with you, Ephraim? What can I do with you, Judah? Your 

love is like the morning mist, like the early dew that disappears.  5Therefore I cut you 

in pieces with my prophets, I killed you with the words of my mouth; my judgments 

flashed like lightning upon you.  6For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and 

acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings. 

 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY  119c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oh, how I love your law!* 

I meditate on it all day long. 

 

I have more insight than all my teachers,* 

for I meditate on your statutes. 
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I have more understanding than the elders,* 

for I obey your precepts. 

 

Refrain 

 

I have kept my feet from every evil path* 

so that I might obey your Word. 

 

I have not departed from your laws,* 

for you yourself have taught me. 

 

How sweet are your words to my taste,* 

sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

 

Glory be the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, * 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

 

SECOND LESSON (Sermon Text) Romans 4:18-25 
How could God choose the ministers he did? How could God choose the people he did? How can God 

continue to love us after all the times we turn our back on him? Because of an alien righteousness, 

long promised and now credited to us and to all who believe in him who raised Jesus from the dead. 
 

18Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many 

nations, just as it had been said to him, "So shall your offspring be."  19Without 

weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead--since he 

was about a hundred years old--and that Sarah's womb was also dead.  20Yet he did 

not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his 

faith and gave glory to God, 21being fully persuaded that God had power to do what 

he had promised.  22This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness."  23The 

words "it was credited to him" were written not for him alone, 24but also for us, to 

whom God will credit righteousness--for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our 

Lord from the dead.  25He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to 

life for our justification. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 9:9-13 
The call of Christ to faith and apostleship did not come to these outwardly righteous Pharisees, but to 

the tax collector. When the Pharisees questioned Christ’s acts of mercy, Jesus tells the teachers of Israel to 

go and learn Scripture, to see the difference between mercy and sacrifice. Jesus wanted ministers who knew 

the mercy of God and would share the mercy of God. So, he turned to the sinner, Matthew, and called him 

from his life of sin to a life of ministry with those merciful words, “Follow me.” 

9As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 

collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.   
10While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and 

"sinners" came and ate with him and his disciples.  11When the Pharisees saw this, 

they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 

'sinners'?"   
12On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  

13But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not 

come to call the righteous, but sinners." 
 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:  
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BE SEATED 

HYMN OF THE DAY 596 Let Me Be Yours Forever 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON THEME  The Christian Faith One Word at a Time: Righteousness 
 Pastor Philip Bigelow 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

OFFERING 
The offering plates will not be passed in the service.  You may place your offering in the basket in the entry 

of church either upon your entry or exist of the service. 
 

It is the joy and privilege of the members of St. Matthew’s to support the Gospel outreach in the Oconomowoc 

area and throughout the world. If you are visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to participate in the 

offering. As God’s Word moves your heart, know that your offerings will support the spread of the Gospel. 

We now offer several options of electronic giving. Visit our website and click on “GIVE” or you can text 

CARDINALS to 73256. You may give a one-time gift or set up reoccurring gifts.   
 

During this time, we will view the Fast Forward video. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us 

day after day. 

C:     We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 
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M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from 

the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place 

and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.  

 

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden 

catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel 

by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.  

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are 

distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

 

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 

government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship 

and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-

being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there 

be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, 

danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 

Silent prayer. 

 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to 

hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our 

ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in 

your sight. Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.  

 

EXHORTATION & BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the 

Lord with gladness.  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 

shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with favor and give 

you peace. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CLOSING HYMN 304 v1, 5-7 Jesus Sinners Does Receive 
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In Our Prayers: We give thanks to God with Jim and Linda Darkow as they celebrate 

their 37th wedding anniversary…that the Great Physician blesses Dale Elowski on his 

recovery from knee replacement surgery…Jim Spiegelberg as he will have heart surgery 

this week…and that the loving Lord brings peace and comfort to all those who are shut-

in or lonely at this time. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for Serving our Savior and Us 
 This Weekend Next Weekend – June 28 & 29 

Ushers 

 

Early – Joel Watson 

Late – Eric Ziel 

Monday – Jeff Andrae 

Early – Eric Wegner 

Late – Toby Brandenstein 

Monday – Ron Fortmann 

Greeters None needed None needed 

Organist Char Bouche Tracy Schmidt 

Special Music   

Altar Flowers Jim & Linda Darkow – 37th Anniversary Ardis Kuckkan – In memory of Ervin 

Projectionist 

 

Early – Dan Shaw 

Late – Cody Lauersdorf 

Monday – John Schuh 

Early – Devin Splinter 

Late – Dan Metzger 

Monday – Dan & Chris Shaw 

Sound/Video 

 

Early – Julia Watson 

Late – Vickie Bence 

Early – Kathleen Everson 

Late – Tom & Nancy Heimsch 

This Week at St. Matthew’s 
Monday 7:00 pm Worship Service 

Tuesday 7:00 pm 

9:00 pm 

Zoom Bible Study 

Bulletin materials due 

Wednesday 12:00 pm Zoom Food and Fellowship 

Thursday  No Zoom Bible Class this week 

Friday   

Saturday   
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In Person Bible Class and Sunday Bible School 

• In person studies are suspended at this time due to personal distancing 

recommendations. Future updates will be provided. 

• Zoom Bible Studies, BIC Classes and Fellowship will continue as listed below. 

Tuesdays – 7:00 pm 

Pastor Bigelow is beginning a new Bible study “From Persecutor to Proclaimer: 

Lessons in God’s Grace through Paul’s Missionary Journeys” on Tuesday, June 9th.  

To join please send an email directly to him: pbigelow@smls.org  

 

Wednesdays – noon  

Pastor Schmidt is leading a Lunch and Devotion on Wednesdays at noon. This will also 

continue as it has been a nice way for people to visit and catch up over lunch and share 

a bit of God’s Word.  If you would like to join, please send an email directly to him: 

dschmidt@smls.org  

 

Thursdays – 10:00 am 

Pastor Hillmer has started a new class for June and July entitled, Faith vs. Fear. It 

seems that the word “fear” comes up in just about every conversation... fear of a virus... 

fear of touching things... fear of getting sick... fear of financial loss... fear... We will 

examine a number of accounts from the Scriptures that will help us see our way through 

these fears and the role that faith plays in each one of them. If you would like to join, 

please send him an email directly: shillmer@smls.org  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Studies Opportunities for You! 

mailto:pbigelow@smls.org
mailto:dschmidt@smls.org
mailto:shillmer@smls.org
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Classroom Assistants Sought 
St. Matthew’s School is looking to hire two Classroom Assistants for the 2020-21 school 

year. Applicants should have a high school diploma, a love for children, and the ability to work 

approximately 30 hours per week under the direction of a classroom teacher. For more information 

or to submit a resume, contact Mr. Ziel at eziel@smls.org or 262-490-9382. 

 

Projectionists 
 The projectionist group is in need of more volunteers to do the projection for our services. It 

is very easy to do, it’s a matter of pushing buttons and following the service. 

The need is for all of the services, 8:00am, 10:30am, Monday at 7:00pm and additional services 

as needed. There is training which would be working with a current member of the team. Having 

more volunteers would be alleviating the strain on our current volunteers. Please consider joining 

the group. Contact Elsie Lemke for more information.  262-912-6341 or elemke@smls.org 
 

Sound/Video Technicians Needed for 8:00am Service:  
Please consider volunteering for the sound team.  It's as easy as pointing a remote and pushing 

buttons.  Training will be provided.  Commitment is one Sunday a month plus a midweek service 

or two throughout the year.  Please contact Kathleen Everson at 262-617-9492 or 

k_everson@hotmail.com for more information. 
 

Survey for Church Picnic 

As we plan for the church picnic this year, we are seeking input for 

the event.  We would like to gauge the congregation's willingness 

and comfort levels for attending the church picnic with the outdoor 

service, food, and games.  A survey was emailed to the 

congregation last week.  If you did not receive it or do not have access to email there are paper 

copies of the survey available on the information table.  Please take a moment to fill out the 

survey and return it to the church office.  Thank you for your input. 

 

Shepherd’s Staff 
Shepherd's Staff needs volunteers: If you can make a meal, drive someone to an appointment 

or a church service, or visit a member not able to attend services, please consider adding your 

name to the Shepherd's Staff volunteer roster. Talent sheets are available on the information table 

in the fireside room or anytime in the church office. Any questions on how you can serve can be 

directed to the Pastors or to Kathleen Everson (k_everson@hotmail.com or 262-617-

9492).  Thank you! 
 

 

Highlights and Announcements 

mailto:eziel@smls.org
mailto:k_everson@hotmail.com
mailto:k_everson@hotmail.com
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Recycle Your Aluminum Cans 

 Just a reminder that we recycle aluminum cans.  The cans can be bagged and placed in the 

parsonage garage.  Please aluminum cans only no other recyclable tin or foil.  It is also helpful if 

you can crush the cans. 
 

Amazon 

Do you shop with Amazon?  Now you can shop and help support St Matthew’s Lutheran School.  

Just go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-6000393.  Amazon then donates 0.5% of the price of 

eligible smile.amazon.com purchases to St Matthew’s. 

 

Martin Luther College 
Martin Luther College is now accepting applications for one part-time Athletics Equipment 

Manager. A comprehensive description for this position can be found at mlc-wels.edu/hr. 

Interested individuals should apply online. Applications will be accepted through 12:00 pm 

(noon) on Tuesday, June 30, 2020. Additional information and details can be obtained by 

contacting the Martin Luther College Human Resources Office at 507-354-8221. 

 

Leadership Retreat Recap 
On Friday, June 12 (5:00 pm to 9:00 pm) and again on Saturday, June 13 (from 8:00 am to 

2:00 pm) nearly 30 of our leaders and members met with a team from Grace in Action who 

helped us work through the data from our Ministry Evaluation Sundays from January. This retreat 

was originally scheduled for late March but was pushed back due to COVID19. 

It was overwhelming to see the excitement and energy for ministry in the room. Mr. Steve 

Granburg and Mr. Peter Wolfgramm led us through a planning and organizing process which is 

being used all across our synod (based on Geno Wichmann’s book – Traction).  The end result 

was a 2-page document that synthesizes our core values and then works them into 6 year goals, 3 

year goals, 1 year goals, 90 tasks (called “rocks”). What makes this tool so neat is the way major 

goals are broken down into bite-sized tasks with built in accountability to keep things on track. 

Our council will review this document once more in July and then share it with the congregation 

at an Open Forum in August. 

 

 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-6000393
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