
He’s guilty, and he’s going to be locked away for a long time. The evidence was overwhelmingly 
against him. Everybody knew he did it, even the defendant knew he did it. But as the trial was coming to an 
end, there was a shocking turn of events: the defendant was declared to be innocent, not guilty on all 
charges. In an instant, the defendant had a new outlook on life. The cold, dirty cell was no longer his future, 
he would continue to be a member of society. That situation doesn’t really make much sense, its unheard of. 
But this situation is actually a lot closer to home for you and me than you might think. You and I were that 
defendant, destined for the jail cell. But in a shocking turn of events, we were given that same verdict as the 
man who had all the evidence stacked up against him.  

If you look at the world around us, you will notice something. Defiance of God is everywhere. 
Disregard for human life, morality seems to be going down the drain, people turning away from the true God 
in favor of man-made gods. And this is only the tip of the iceberg. The world doesn’t seem to care about God, 
and it isn’t at all interested in living a life that pleases him. This defiant lifestyle might sound foreign to us, but 
at one time, you and I were in the same boat as the unbelieving world around us. 

We were all born in sin. We were all born as God haters. We wanted nothing to do with God, it was 
just the opposite, we wanted to turn and run as far away from God as possible. Doing what God demanded? 
That wasn’t even an option. “Be Holy, because I, the LORD your God, am holy.” The sinner inside would’ve 
said, “No thanks! It’s much easier, and more fun to do whatever I want to do.” Does that sound like a 
peaceful relationship? Not even close. But this is the way the unbelieving world thinks. This is how you and I 
used to think. 

All people are born with hatred and animosity towards God. But God wasn’t going to allow this 
hatred and animosity to remain in his creation. This is exactly what Paul tells us at the end of chapter four, 
right before our verses for this morning pick up. “Christ was delivered over to death for our sins and was 
raised to life for out justification.” This message changes everything. 

And the Spirit has given us faith to believe this message! Through that faith, you are justified. As the 
judge at the head of the courtroom, God looks at each of us here right now and says, “You are not guilty! 
Acquitted on all charges!” In an instant, our relationship with God changed. We aren’t enemies who run from 
him, we don’t just do things that are opposed to his will. And God doesn’t see us as such. We are totally 
different people. And we even have something that we didn’t have before. We have access to God. We know 
God as our Father, as our savior. We know God as one we can depend on, one that we can throw all our 
burdens and anxieties to in prayer.  

Our sins are forgiven, we have peace with God. That statement is so certain, so set in stone, truer 
words have never been spoken. And yet, I’m not always sure that our lives reflect the certainty of that 
statement. If I asked, “why are you going to heaven?” I don’t think anyone of us would say it’s because I do 
enough good things, and I’m confident that none of you keeps a list on the fridge of good works that earn me 
God’s grace and favor. We know that doesn’t work. But this is something that all of us do in one way or 
another. Maybe it isn’t very obvious, but subtle works righteousness still finds its way into our lives. 

“I’ll make up for my past sins… I’ll get em next time…I don’t run around sinning like other people…” 
We all think like this from time to time, and the sinful nature inside us tells us that these pious thoughts and 
actions have to count for something. If God is just and fair, he wouldn’t throw all my efforts out. All that good 
that I do has to count for something, right? Not really. Isaiah tells us that even our righteous acts are like a 
filthy rag. They’re useless, good for nothing and still need to be cleaned out later.  

Paul quickly dispels these faulty notions. He says we were powerless, godless, sinners. We are in no 
position to win God’s grace and favor. Even forgiven sinners like us still carry around that sinful nature that 
wants to fight against God at every turn. You and I still sin every day. Even our good works are covered with a 
veil of sin. On our own, we never have a chance to please God, we aren’t even close to winning his favor. And 
it’s a damnable offense to think that we can. 

We were powerless, godless, sinners. But as hateful and unlovable as we were, God didn’t abandon 
us. In fact, God did just the opposite. God showed us just how much he loved us despite who we were. 
“While we were still sinners, Christ died for us!” All of those sins, all of that works righteousness is gone. It’s 
like we never even brought all of our junk before God’s throne in the first place. In Christ, God looks at us and 



sees his forgiven children who have peace with him. Friends, it is done, its true: You and I are not guilty! Jesus 
paid our debt in full; we don’t need to contribute anything! We couldn’t contribute anything. Our justification 
is entirely dependent on Jesus and his work. What we have done, what we will do are not part of the 
equation at all. If we try to make our salvation about our works, we only set ourselves back, on the road to 
hell. 

But in Jesus, you and I received the greatest verdict ever: Not guilty! It took a great act of love so 
long ago, and it is done. You and I are justified, and the effects continue. Our sins are gone, God says we are 
innocent. We know we are at peace with God, we know we can stand before him! We have hope of eternal 
life, Jesus said so. And this hope fills our lives, it consumes everything we do. There really is no better thought 
than being in heaven with the one who says, “not guilty,” with the one who died for us while we were 
helpless sinners. 

That is hope. And this hope gives us great joy. I know how I stand with God, and I know the promise 
he has given me. This hope makes you want to sing, and cry, and pray, and tell everyone you know about 
Jesus. Jesus gives us great joy, but even here, we see how our sinful nature fights us. Our sinful nature wants 
to tear us away from this hope and joy. It’s hard enough to find joy in our hope as we live our lives. We have 
enough other things that occupy our minds. And losing sight of our hope is heightened when suffering comes 
our way… 

When we lose a relative, when we get into a terrible accident, when we get diagnosed with cancer it 
is so easy for us to become blinded to our hope completely. Instead of going straight to our Father asking for 
help, we begin to question him. “Did I put my hope in the right place? Was there really any hope to begin 
with?” Instead of setting our eyes to God and the hope of the glory that awaits us, we begin to doubt and 
question the one who gave us our joy and hope in the first place. When suffering comes our way, we quickly 
let the sinful nature take over, it puts blinders on our eyes, and we lose all joy and hope. 

Paul knew this could be a serious struggle for Christians, so he shows us how we can find joy even in 
our suffering. God works everything out for our good. And we know how this story ends. We are going to 
heaven. Knowing this helps us persevere. I have a God who directs all things for my benefit, will see me 
through this, and sets my eyes on future glory. And as we get through suffering, it produces character in us. 
Step by step, we see that God is someone we can trust in, someone who is there to guide. And this takes us 
right back to our hope.  

Our hope in Christ is so sure, it will never put us to shame, unlike so many things on earth that we 
put our “hope” in. “I hope it doesn’t snow tomorrow. I hope the Brewers win the World Series this year.” 
Then it snows, and the Brewers lose again. This hope often disappoints us. But our hope in Jesus will never let 
us down. The hope of salvation that we all have will happen. It’s guaranteed! We know that God’s going to 
bring us to eternal life, he is faithful. 

God demonstrated his faithfulness and love to us on the cross. When he could’ve wiped us sinners 
off the face of the earth forever, God loved us! He promised a savior to our ancestors when they sinned, and 
he fulfilled that promise when Jesus died on the cross. And God revealed that love to each of us individually 
when he poured his Holy Spirit into our hearts at our baptisms. Just think about that statement for a 
moment. God’s love dwells in each one of our hearts, and it isn’t going anywhere. You see, we have all the 
evidence we need. From Christ’s death for us, to the giving of the Holy Spirit into our hearts, we know that 
our hope is certain. Forgiveness, salvation, and glory are all mine. Right now, even as I live on earth, I can 
claim each of these as my own possession. This is why we can find joy even in our suffering! 

That not guilty verdict is our present reality. Christ died for your sins and mine and has brought us 
into a peaceful relationship with God. This is something we couldn’t do by ourselves, it was purely by God’s 
grace, the grace we now stand in. This grace in Jesus Christ gives us hope, even in our suffering. Pain and 
suffering aren’t forever.  We know the glorious end that awaits us. This sure hope makes suffering a little 
easier and gives us joy in our lives. Dear friends, you are justified— not guilty! Your hope is certain, you won’t 
be disappointed. Amen. 

 
 


