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SIGHT MARCHES VICTORIOUSLY OVER BLINDNESS 
 
Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, who now lives and reigns on high! Amen. 
 

A survey was conducted asking Americans which of the five senses they would least like to lose. Of sight, sound, 
taste, smell and touch… which would you not want to lose? In that survey, 77% said sight. Personally, I probably would 
fall in with that group. One of the effects of COVID for some was the loss of taste and smell, which made things 
awkward, and yet for most those returned after a period of time. The loss of hearing… that’s one many people do deal 
with, at least in part… but the loss of sight brings about a plethora of challenges. You can’t read things, you don’t know if 
you’re going to run into something, no driving a car… on and on. Life without sight, while not insurmountable, presents a 
tremendous challenge.  

Perhaps that’s why Scripture so often uses the concept of “blindness” as a metaphor for how hard it is to navigate life 
without a correct understanding of Christ. Moreover, without the eyes of faith, you cannot see or know the truth about 
who the true God is. Without the eyes of faith, you will never see the correct path to eternal life in heaven. Without the 
eyes of faith, it’s an eternity of darkness and hell. 

That’s what makes the message of Easter so special, so important, so powerful. The truth that Jesus lives, gives 
spiritual sight to a world born blind to the incredible love God has for them. The message of our Living Lord allows us to 
see where we sinners stand with a holy God and know that through his sacrifice, we too are victorious, and now walk the 
path that leads to life eternal, (as opposed blindly stumbling down a dead-end path). The Spiritual Sight we’ve been given 
triumphs over blindness – for we understand what had to happen, just as we see who holds the future – a future that is 
truly a sight for sore eyes like ours to behold. 
 
1. By faith, our Eyes Understand what had to happen 

Listen again to verses 11-12, Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon 
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12In a 
loud voice they sang:  "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and 
honor and glory and praise!"  

One of things that I’ve always found intriguing is how long it took Jesus’ followers to “get it.” You would think that 
following him for 3 years, listening to his teaching, asking questions, being eye-witnesses to everything that unfolded just 
as the Scriptures foretold… that it would have clicked, that they would have got it on the spot. Yet, I’m sure I would have 
been no different had I been in their sandals, for Paul wrote, “As it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no 
mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him”— (1 Cor. 2:9) Without the work of God, sinful 
hearts remain blind to God’s perfect plan. 

In these Sundays after Easter, we have had the privilege of watching… the light go on… eyes be opened… sight 
restored. We’ve witnessed the Holy Spirit give spiritual sight and understanding – to Mary, to the disciples, to Thomas. 
When sight was restored, oh how that changed everything. They didn’t just see a man standing on the shore; they joyfully 
exclaimed, “It is the Lord!” Mary didn’t just see a gardener; she saw her Savior. The message of Easter, the Living Lord 
himself, triumphs yet again over blindness. 

That’s what makes all of these past weeks so special. During Lent, we climbed that mournful mount; we saw the 
sinless, spotless Lamb of God sacrificed on the tree. We solemnly mourned with a mother and wept with the women. We 
witnessed Nicodemus and Joseph transfer Jesus’ lifeless body from the blood-stained cross to the cold dark tomb. Our 
bones shook as we heard that stone roll into place with a thud – knowing that should have been us – for we are the 
unworthy ones, we are the sinners.  

Yet for as unbelievable and unthinkable as those moments were, through the eyes of faith God has given to you and 
me, we not only understood what was happening, but also why. And how utterly amazing to see God perfectly direct all 
the pieces of time and history and time according to his precise plan, in order to accomplish your salvation and mine! It’s 
at that point that your eyes go wide open, realizing just how worthy is the Lamb. 

 
Worthy - to be slain? No, Jesus didn’t die because he deserved death like those two criminals. No sin, no crime, no 

evil had he committed. But because Jesus did this all, willingly, selflessly, obedient to his Father’s perfect will – he was 
and is worthy – of all praise! No wonder John saw the heavenly choir burst forth! Imagine the sounds of thousands upon 
thousands of saints and angels giving praise to Jesus for what he has done. He defeated Satan. He paid for all sin. He 
destroyed death. And for mankind – he has removed the veil of blindness so that we might know what Luther spelled out 
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so clearly in the Explanation of the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed, “He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned 
creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver but 
with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death.” Worthy is the lamb who was slain, but now lives 
and reigns forever on high. And because he does, what comfort we have when it comes to how believers understand the 
future. 

 
2. By Faith, our Eyes See Who holds the Future 

Just before the words of our text, John records this, “Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a 
scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, 
“Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open 
the scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look 
inside. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 
triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”  

God certainly does have wonderful ways of picturing his truths! Both a Lamb and a Lion are fitting pictures of our 
Savior. Truly no one else is worthy to receive praise, for no one else is able to open the scrolls and read them. This is 
God’s way of saying that Jesus not only holds our future in his hand, he knows it too.  What a comfort! 

Yet isn’t this one of the things so many people stress about? While they may not express it in these exact words, 
“Ahhh, I don’t know the future…”, it is more common to hear people say with a concerned tone: “What’s the Dow going 
to do today?... How high will inflation go?... What’s going to happen if the company lets me go???  I don’t know how 
long my health is going to hold out?... What if the doctor tells me I have cancer?” You and I know those questions. We’ve 
all stressed about what tomorrow may bring?  

And for answers – for a sense of peace and security – the human eye always wants to look to what it can see and 
touch. “Do I have enough money in my account? Is my job secure? Is my health doing ok… If these are in order, then I 
should be fine, right? Maybe? Hopefully?” Doesn’t sound very reassuring, and it’s not.  If we find ourselves going to 
these world things for security, isn’t that just another form of blindness setting in? They are the cataracts of sinful nature 
blurring our vision of our Savior, the Lamb and the Lion, who holds the future in the palm of his hand. If so, it’s time to 
go back and utilize one of our other senses – our ears, and listen again to the heavenly choir 

 
When the angels’ song ended, John now sees all creation join the heavenly hymn. “Then I heard every creature in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing:  "To him who sits on the throne 
and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!"  

Just consider what it means that God allows John to see this… It means that God’s eternal unchangeable Will is going 
to be accomplished. There will be a great multitude in heaven together with all the angels and all creation praising God 
forever. They will be serving him in everlasting righteousness. God will achieve this, and the incredible thing is that by his 
grace and mercy alone, you will be part of it. No cancer, no job loss, no crazy inflation rates can thwart God’s eternal plan 
of your salvation. It’s his promise to you! 

With eyes and ears of faith, listen again to God’s promises that he made to you in your baptism. There God washed 
your sin away, clothed in Christ Jesus and dressed for eternity. What an encouragement, especially as we, like John, 
endure challenges, persecutions, hardships, illness...  God gives us a visual assurance of what Paul said, “I consider that 
our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us” (Ro 8:18). What a profound 
truth our hearts hold to! With our eyes, we see straight through our present sufferings to the glory that is ours to come – all 
because our Savior Jesus rose victorious from the grave and is enthroned on high. 

The message of Easter really does march forward victoriously over any and all forms of blindness that Satan tries to 
throw our way. We know that one day, what John saw in a vision, we will see clearly with our own eyes. And until that 
day comes, here is where our eyes need to focus; here is what our ears need to be listening to; here is the spiritual food our 
faith needs to taste and be nourished with daily… to keep all our senses, our whole selves, focused on the Lamb who is at 
the center of the throne.  

This weekend we have the privilege to celebrate 25 of our young men and women who will confess what their eyes 
have seen and what their ears have heard. By the power of the Holy Spirit these confirmands, having been taught the 
truths of the Scriptures, now confess their faith. It is our prayer for them, and for all of us, that God the Holy Spirit would 
continue to keep all our eyes focused in on Jesus, and our ears wide open to his Word of truth – as we look forward to 
joining that heavenly choir with all the angels, with all creation – singing, Worthy is the Lamb! Amen.  
 


