Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 15, 2022

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I
have loved you, so you must love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.”
John 13:34-35

Welcome to St. Matthew’s!
We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today! It is our prayer that God
would fill you with His grace and peace as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus. If
you have questions about St. Matthew’s or would like to speak to one of the pastors,
please feel free to reach out to us using the contact information on the back cover.

VICTORIOUS
To the world he seemed like a defeated man: opposed and killed by his enemies, his
followers scattered in fear. Yet three days after Jesus' death he rose victorious from the
dead. Nothing would ever be the same. The rest of eternity is now a victory march for
the risen Christ. During Easter, we should not think of ourselves as passive observers in
Christ's victory. We are more than fans cheering for our favorite athlete! Rather, we are
active participants in Christ's triumph. Just as his death was our death, so also his life is
our life. Buried with Christ in baptism, our life is now hidden with him on high. The
victory is ours, now and forever.
Easter is more than a day. It is an entire joyful season. The six solemn weeks of Lent
are eclipsed by seven weeks of unbridled joy. These seven weeks correspond to the
period of fifty days on the Jewish calendar between Passover and Pentecost. The Church
reserves its highest praise for the Easter season. We do not merely watch from the
sidelines as Christ marches in victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell. We join in the
festal procession!

•

Young Children: If your child becomes restless and you need a “place of retreat” feel free to
use the Fireside Area. The service is broadcast on the TV in that area.

•

Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

•

Thank you for silencing your cell phones prior to worship.

•

Large Print Service Folders are available from an usher upon request.

•

Watch Worship on TV View our services on Charter channel 985 on Thursdays at 12:00 PM
and 7:00 PM or Sundays at 10:00 AM http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php

•

Instagram St. Matthew’s is on Instagram. You can follow us @St.MatthewsOconomowoc.
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The Order of Worship for

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 15, 2022

SELFLESS LOVE MARCHES VICTORIOUS OVER SELF-GLORIFICATION
The disciples argued among themselves about who was "greatest" (Luke 22:24).
We are not immune from such hubris. Sinful man is entirely self-focused. We often try
and prove our goodness by comparing ourselves to others. You see this sense of
superiority in the way we prioritize life, typically putting our wants ahead of others.
Easter ends this focus on self. Right now, we know we have value, not because of the
greatness of our actions, but because of the great things Christ did to save. We also
know a resurrection to glory is in our future. Easter helps us avoid the trap of selfglorification and opens our eyes to a more excellent way: selfless love. Christ did not
glorify himself, but selflessly did everything for the benefit of others. This week, he
promises to be our inexhaustible power supply that we might also put selfless love into
practice.

THE SERVICE: SETTING TWO
You may follow along starting on page 172 in the hymnal.

OPENING HYMN 730

Blest Be the Tie That Binds

This hymn is on the next page.
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730

Blest Be the Tie That Binds

Text: John Fawcett, 1740–1817
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
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I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

CW page 174
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Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690
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Glory to God in the Highest

CW 176
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Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love
what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this
world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated
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First Reading

Acts 11:1-18

God overcomes Peter's self-glorification by teaching Peter that God does not show favoritism but
rather selfless love to both Jew and Gentile.
1

The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had
received the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised
believers criticized him 3and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men
and ate with them.”
4Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story:
5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something
like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to
where I was. 6I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts,
reptiles and birds. 7Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’
8“I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my
mouth.’
9“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that
God has made clean.’ 10This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to
heaven again.
11“Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the
house where I was staying. 12The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with
them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He
told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for
Simon who is called Peter. 14He will bring you a message through which you and all
your household will be saved.’
15“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the
beginning. 16Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17So if God gave them the same gift he
gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in
God’s way?”
18When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So
then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm of the Day 145B

I Will Praise Your Name Forever

Great is the LORD and most wor- / thy of praise;
his greatness no one can / fathom.
One generation commends your works to an- / other;
they tell of your / mighty acts.
The LORD upholds / all who fall
and lifts up all who are / bowed down. Refrain
The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the / proper time.
You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every / living thing.
The LORD is near to all who / call on him,
to all who call on / him in truth.
He fulfills the desires of those who / fear him;
he hears their cry and / saves them.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain
Text: Lectionary for Mass Tune: Lynn Trapp. Setting: Lynn Trapp; Lectionary for Mass. Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL. Used by permission: License no.
130017693. Music: © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690. Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin.
Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690
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Second Reading (Sermon Text)

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

If anything is the defining mark of Christians, it is not the spiritual gifts that they possess. It is
the love at work as they put those gifts into practice.
1

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do
not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body
to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.
4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It
does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we
know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when completeness comes, what is in part
disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned
like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12For now
we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in
part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand

Gospel Acclamation

1 John 4:16
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Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690

Gospel

John 13:31-35

The Father has glorified the Son. Christ shares that glory with us and commands us to show others
the same selfless love he has shown us.
31When

he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is
glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and
will glorify him at once.
33“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just
as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.
34
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated
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469

Welcome, Happy Morning

Text: tr. John Ellerton, 1826–1893, alt.; Venantius Fortunatus, c. 530–609, abr. Tune: Enchiridion Geistlike Lede und Psalmen, Lübeck, 1545. Text and tune:
Public domain
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Sermon

Selfless Love Marches Victorious Over Self-Glory
Pastor Steven Hillmer

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Be seated

ANTHEM (10:30 am Sunday)

This is My Will (Hymn 728)
4th Grade Students

Prayer of the Church
Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in
Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.
Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a
love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people.
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.
Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each
other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of
keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and
make them a blessing to others.
Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.
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Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for
those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to
defend those who cannot defend themselves.
Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all.
Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome
unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus
has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven.
Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.
Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. [Pour out
your special blessing on . . .]
Give patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying.
Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers,
spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Friendship Cards and Offering
The offering plates will not be passed in the service. You may place your offering in the basket in the entry
of church either upon your entry or exit of the service. It is the joy and privilege of the members of St.
Matthew’s to support the Gospel outreach in the Oconomowoc area and throughout the world. If you are
visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to participate in the offering. As God’s Word moves your heart,
know that your offerings will support the spread of the Gospel. We offer several options of electronic giving.
Visit our website and click on “GIVE” or you can text CARDINALS to 73256. You may give a one-time gift or
set up reoccurring gifts.

During this time, we will view the May WELS Connection.
Stand
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Prayer
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened
in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

726

Love in Christ Is Strong and Living
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Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, b. 1934
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, b. 1932
Text and tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690

TASTE OF MISSIONS VIDEO
Join your brothers and sisters in Christ from around the world for Taste of Missions, a
hybrid event that will be held on Saturday, June 11, 2022, at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary
in Mequon, Wis. Join us in person OR online to get a “taste of missions” no matter where
you might be around the world.
Registration is $15 per person, with children 13 and under attending for free. Those
attending in person will receive food tickets to sample ethnic food and will have the ability
to purchase additional food from the food trucks. Or attend virtually for free! Learn more
at tasteofmissions.com.

In Our Prayers: May God continue to bless Erica Wiese and Joann Zaferos as they
continue to recover from surgery. May the Great Physician bless the efforts of the
doctors and nurses caring for Carl Courtois as he undergoes medical tests in the
coming weeks and Arlene Satorius as she undergoes health challenges. May God
continue to watch over Jim Rusch who suffered a broken collar bone from a fall. We
give thanks to the Lord of the Harvest for all our Graduates from Martin Luther
College. May he richly bless all who are assigned into their field of labor that they
may bring the saving Gospel to many hearts and lives. We rejoice with Troy and
Nicole Tindall whom the Lord blessed with a healthy baby boy, Lukas James. We
give thanks to God with Dan & Cheryl Splinter who are celebrating their 25th
anniversary.
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Thank you for Serving our Savior and Us
Ushers

Greeters
Organist
Special Music
Altar Flowers
Projectionist

Sound/Video
Livestream

This Weekend

Next Weekend – 5/19, 5/22, 5/23

Thursday – Rick Pantazon
Early – Jason Cox
Late – Todd Helwig
Monday – Jeff Andrea
Early – Fred & Evelyn Behrend
Late – Andy & Carrie Rosenau
Jenny Hillmer

Thursday – Todd Helwig
Early – Scott Heins
Late – Chad Lauersdorf
Monday – Ron Fortmann
Early – John & Elsie Lemke
Late – Dan & Julie Degner
Char Bouche

4th Grade
Dan & Cheryl Splinter – 25th
Anniversary
Thursday – Grace Heins
Early – Ethan Schuh
Late – Dylan Reimer
Monday – Dan Metzger
Early – Kathleen Everson
Late – Karen Haertel
Eric Ziel

Ring Praise
Allen & Karen Andreasen - Anniversary
Thursday – Dan Shaw
Early – Grace Heins
Late – Nick Bode
Monday – Blake Kreutzman
Early – Kathleen Everson
Late – Tom & Nancy Heimsch
Dan Shaw

This Week at St. Matthew’s
Saturday

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Saturday

Sunday

7:30 am
10:00 am
2:30 pm
8 & 10:30 am
9:15 am
7:00 pm
9:00 pm
10:00 am
1:30 pm
8:00 am
8:30 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
1:00 pm
8 & 10:30 am
9:15 am

Men’s Bible Breakfast
MLC Graduation
MLC Call Day
Worship Service
Adult Bible Study
Bible Adventures
Worship Service
Bulletin materials due
Shorehaven Service
Senior Ministry
SCRIP orders due
Women in the Word
Worship Service
Church Council
Blood Drive at Brown Street Campus
Food Drive at both campus
Luther Prep School Graduation
WLC Graduation
Worship Service
Adult Bible Study
Bible Adventures
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Bible Study Opportunities
Trustworthy Sayings – from the Apostle Paul
Join us Sundays at 9:15am in the sanctuary for a study of the 5 “Trustworthy
Sayings” that the Apostle Paul writes to Timothy and Titus. What was
trustworthy and true for them, is also the same for us!
Sunday Morning Bible Adventures for our children meets at 9:15am.
Thursday at 8:30 am “Women in the Word”
This Class meets on Thursdays at 8:30 am in the Fellowship Center in the church
basement. Pastor Hillmer is leading a new study on Prayer.
Second Saturday of the Month at 8:00 am
Men’s Bible Breakfast meets in the Fellowship Center for food and fellowship as
we discuss “Timely Topics.” Join us each month!

Highlights and Announcements
OUR NEXT OPEN FORUM will be Sunday, May 22, between services.
QUARTERLY VOTERS MEETING – Wednesday May 25 at 7:00 pm
BLOOD DRIVE
St. Matthew’s will be hosting a summer blood drive on Saturday, May 21st at our
1650 Brown Street location. This will be in the main entry of the school. We need
your blood! The
blood drive will be held from 7:30 am till 12:30 pm. Please contact Jennifer Manssen
(262) 912-6350 if you would like to make an appointment. You may also email her
and let her know what time frame you prefer. Email address is: jmanssen@smls.org.
You may also schedule your own appointment by following this
link https://bit.ly/SMLBloodD
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SUMMER MEDITATIONS AVAILABLE
Meditations is an inspiring, personal devotional booklet offering daily Scripture based
studies of God’s Word. Meditations provides scriptural guidance and encouragement
for daily living. Meditations booklets can be found in the back of church or on the
information table in the fireside room. If you need assistance, please ask an usher.
2022 WELS NIGHT at American Family Field
Join us for a fun night of fellowship with fellow WELS members on Friday, July 8 th at
7:10 p.m. Ticket prices are $34 (Field Level Box), $30 (Loge Outfield Box), or $22
(Terrace Reserved). These prices include your ticket to the game, bus ride and parking,
and sub sandwich, condiments, plates, etc. for tailgating. We are also asking everyone
to bring a dish to pass, what you want to drink and a chair for tailgating at the park.
Please sign up no later than Sunday, May 29th. Money is due in the church office by
Sunday, June 5th with checks made payable to: St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church. Any
questions? Contact Dan Feuerstahler at 920-245-4011.
OWLS
EARTHQUAKES AND LUTHERAN SCHOOLS IN HAITI! The May 17 OWLS
meeting will give us a look at the five WELS schools in this Caribbean Island; Emily
Helmen from "The Branch Lutheran Schools of Haiti" will be with us. That meeting
will be at Salem Lutheran Church, 105 Juneau Street in Lowell. As always, the
meeting starts at 1:30, is wheelchair accessible, lasts about two hours, and ends with
refreshments and time to socialize. If you'd like directions, more information, or
maybe a ride, feel free to contact one of our members: Beth Preuss, Arlene and Carl
Satorius, Aleda Brensel, Paul Manssen, and Pat Porter.
TASTE OF MISSIONS
Join your brothers and sister in Christ from around the world for Taste of Missions, a
hybrid event that will be held on Saturday, June 11, 2022, at Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary in Mequon, Wis. Join us in person OR online to get a “taste of missions” no
matter where you might be around the world. Registration is $15 per person, with
children 13 and under attending for free. Those attending in person will receive food
tickets to sample ethnic food and will have the ability to purchase additional food from
the food trucks. Or attend virtually for free! Learn more at tasteofmissions.com.
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SPRING CLEANUP AND SUMMER CARE
Spring is here help us maintain our beautiful facilities. The Wisconsin Avenue
campus has time spans from 1-4 weeks in length with the expectation that you will
weed once in that timeframe (more only if desired). The sign-up is available online
at https://bit.ly/WiscoWeeding Thank you to all the volunteers for the Brown Street
campus. Those gardens are covered for this summer. If you have any questions call
Debby Kuklinski or 414-520-6642 or deborahkuklinski@gmail.com
LWMS
Want to know how you can support missionaries personally?
In the Fireside room are bookmarks with the names and addresses of 3 missionaries
and families. Please take one and send a note this month and let them know that you
are praying for them. Use the bookmark as a prayer reminder in the coming months as
well. If you’d rather just sign cards provided, there are cards for the 3 missionaries
beside the bookmarks. This Befriend A Mission program is sponsored by the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary Society and the Rock River Circuit. May is the month that is
assigned to our church. The cards will be available May 12th- 22nd. Also, women of
St Matthew’s are invited to vote on the ballots provided for the national officers of
LWMS and upcoming mission projects to support. Women, just fill out a ballot and
stick it in the envelope provided. Thanks so much.
LUTHER PREP
Luther Preparatory School is seeking a part-time custodial technician to assist with
cleaning, maintenance and repair of school buildings and residences, and upkeep of
campus grounds. Interested candidates can go to WELS.net and click on the “Careers”
link at the bottom of the page for an application. For more information, contact:
Jim Waack, Business Manager, Phone: 920-262-8108, E-mail: waackjf@lps.wels.net
CHRISTIAN LIFE RESOURCES
We still need you! Right now, we need your financial help as well as your help in
volunteering. Your donations are critical to enable us to continue helping those in
need. We really need your help by giving of your time at our various locations. Our
Life Centers need receptionists, client advocates and help with various tasks. We need
volunteers to help at our thrift stores. Please see flyers on the information table.
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100th Anniversary Invite
St. Matthew’s invites all members to our 100th Anniversary Celebration on Sunday,
July 24, 2022. The day begins with 3 special services: 7:30am,
9:00am and 10:30am followed by a 12:30pm luncheon reception
at Brown St. school gym. There will be limited seating for the
luncheon so please RSVP by May 31st at SMLS.org/Events. We
hope you can join us in “Celebrating 100 Years in God’s Grace”.
CHRISTIAN LIFE RESOURCES
The LeRoy Reed CLR Memorial 6th annual charity Golf Outing is Friday, May 20, at
Ironwood Golf Course, W270N6166 Moraine Drive, Sussex, WI. 10:00am
registration/range and 11:30am shotgun start. Event cost is $100 ($360 discounted
foursome) and includes lunch and buffet-style dinner. Four-person scramble format
with 18 holes of golf with cart, free-range balls and other contests including hole-inone, putting contest, longest drive, and closest to the pin. Raffles and prizes too. Plan
to join us to support Christian Life Resources! To register,
visit www.christianliferesources.com or call 414-376-0594.
ALPHA RESOURCE CENTER
A special way to celebrate mothers and fathers by giving a gift to Alpha Resource
Center as a tribute to or in memory of the special mother or father figures in your life.
They will send a special card to your special honoree the week leading up to each
holiday. Forms are on the information table.
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