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Power from Heaven Marches Forward to the Ends of the Earth  
 

Lawrence was born May 12, 1925, in St. Louis. He grew up, but not too much; he only made it to 5’ 7”.  Even 
still, he followed his dream and played Major League Baseball as a catcher for 19 seasons. After that he enjoyed 
22 seasons either coaching or managing professional baseball. Throughout those years, he appeared in 21 World 
Series, and was on the winning side 13. He was a power hitter, winning the AL MVP 3 times. In 1972, he was 
inducted into the Hall of Fame. A lot can be said about Lawrence Peter Berra, but what seems to endure even 
more is both his nickname: Yogi Berra and his Yogi-isms! 

Yogi Berra had a fun way of stating things that made you pause and think. Here are a few: “You can observe 
a lot by watching.” “When you come to a fork in the road, take it.” “A nickel ain't worth a dime anymore.” 
“Baseball is 90 percent mental. The other half is physical.” My personal favorite is, “It's like déjà vu - all over 
again.” This one makes more sense in context; he explained that this quote originated when he witnessed Mickey 
Mantle and Roger Maris repeatedly hitting back-to-back home runs in the Yankees' seasons in the early 1960s. 
(Wikipedia) 

 
Did you say to yourself, “It's like déjà vu - all over again” when you were standing for the Gospel today? Did 

you scratch your head for a moment and ask yourself, didn’t we just hear the account of Jesus’ ascension in the 
First Reading from Acts chapter 1? Maybe, Luke was having Yogi-moment? Maybe Luke was being redundant, 
in case you missed it. Let me assure you however, that the Holy Spirit did not make a mistake in having Luke 
repeat the account of the Ascension at the end of his Gospel and at the beginning of the book of Acts. 
Luke wasn’t being funny – no, he was being very, very intentional – because Jesus’ ascension is truly 
a big deal. 

Thursday this week, marked the 40th Day after Jesus’ Resurrection, the day in which our Lord 
ascended into heaven and took his rightful place at God’s right hand. You would think that the day 
on which the King of the Universe is installed upon his ruling throne – would be a big deal – yet, I didn’t catch 
any Ascension Day sales; Google didn’t automatically put it on the my e-calendar… yet Luke mentions it twice 
– and very appropriately, I might add. Jesus’ ascension is the fitting conclusion to everything Jesus has done, and 
it’s the perfect beginning as Luke writes the book of Acts, AKA – “The Acts of the Apostles” or in other words, 
“The Powerful Actions of the Ascended Christ Marching Forward to the Ends of the Earth!” Today we see that 
the Power of our Ascended Lord clears up confusion and fills God’s people with confidence.  

 
I. By Clearing up Confusion 

The day started off with confusion for the disciples. Jesus had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, not far 
from Jerusalem. Earlier, Jesus told them about a gift from God the Father that they would soon receive, but they 
were to wait for it in Jerusalem. It’s at this point they ask, a telling question, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” Clearly there was confusion, dangerous confusion. Even after all that Jesus’ 
disciples had heard, seen, witnessed, they still thought Jesus had a little more left to do on earth. (This was part 
of that old myth which believed that the Messiah’s purpose in coming to earth was to restore Jerusalem and the 
physical nation of Israel to it’s rightful place among the kingdoms of the earth.) Jesus, you’ve shown us powerful 
things so far… diving out demons, feeding 5000, even coming back from the dead yourself! But tell us, when are 
you really going to bring out the big guns? When do we get to see your true power as you kick out the Romans? 
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

This is a deadly confusion because it misses Christ’s mission completely! Christ came to save sinners and 
open the door to heaven for all who believe. Christ came to defeat the devil, the chief adversary. Christ did not 
come to establish heaven on earth, and usher in some “golden age.” If they are confused on Christ’s mission, 
there’s no way they can rightly understand theirs!  

We still find remnants of this confusion today, even in our hearts. When evil surges in the world, wars rage, 
school shootings, deadly sicknesses… how quickly do our hearts challenge God’s ruling wisdom? “God, how 
come the wicked are literally getting away with murder; can’t you do something to stop it?” “God, can’t you just 



Pastor Steven Hillmer Acts 1:1-11 2.29.22 

 - 2 - 

give me a little more money so life doesn’t have to be so stressful?” “God show me your power and glory right 
now, in the way I want.” Such confusion on Christ’s mission leads our heart into blasphemous arrogance, thinking 
that we have the authority to call the shots, that we know what’s best. Such confusion blinds us from the fact that 
the Gospel’s mission is to save souls from sin and death in hell – mine included.  

Jesus never promised that proclaiming gospel would end all wickedness in the world. The devil hates the 
Gospel and works to make sharing it more challenging. Jesus endured persecution from preaching and teaching 
and so will we. What Jesus has promised is this – that through his blood we will always find forgiveness for our 
arrogance, for our misguided confusion, for our sin. And through that same Gospel, Jesus also promises to refocus 
our hearts on His heavenly mission.  

 
II. By filling us with Confidence and Certainty 

I can’t really say that Jesus pulled a Yogi-ism on his disciples, but he did incorporate a play on words. The 
disciples were after a big display of His power, so 7 Jesus said to them… you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.”  

You want to see power? All you have to do it look in the mirror. You will be given My power from on high, 
the Holy Spirit himself! He will focus your heart clearly; he will fill you with every confidence and certainty! 
These 11 men weren’t all-stars or MVP’s. Just 40 days earlier, they were cowering behind locked doors, afraid 
they might be crucified like Jesus! Yet, very shortly, filled with the Holy Spirit, they would be standing downtown 
Jerusalem, in broad daylight, proclaiming the clearest message of Law and Gospel, of Sin and grace, for 
repentance and forgiveness that you have ever heard come from human lips – and doing so in multiple languages 
(we’ll save that till next week). 

That’s power – marching forward through confusion, past cowardice, over every obstacle and on to the Ends 
of the Earth. They would be God’s witnesses – and the Greek here makes this point even more striking – because 
the word for witnesses is literally martyr! Such power and conviction will fill their hearts that they would rather 
die than give up proclaiming the Saving Name of Jesus!  

God’s power from on high, flowing from our ascended Lord, still to this day drives out all confusion and fills 
us with clarity about why we are here and what we’re to be about each day. The disciples took that message 
forward… throughout Judea… and into Samaria, a land full of Gentiles!... so what! The goal was clear: the Ends 
of the Earth. And how thankful we are that God made sure it happened, because we have most certainly been 
blessed by their labors, as God’s messengers brought us the Good News. 

 
Sharing the Good News began in earnest for the disciples in 10 short days. On this hillside however, as Jesus 

ascended, they seemed to be a bit caught up in the moment. I mean I can’t really blame them; I wouldn’t want to 
be the first one saying, “Well, he’s gone, let’s head out.” Thankfully two angels gave them a gracious reminder 
to get going and not to worry for Jesus is going to come back, in they very same way you saw him go.  

Now is the time to get going – going with the power from on high. You and I have the joy to head out to the 
ends of the earth – even if that’s no further than the end of the street we live on, or the end of the office we work 
in. Here’s our mission field. It’s now that God gives us his power. The fields are ripe.  And as we go, we know 
we aren’t alone – in fact we have many others going along with us… not just here are church, but across our 
church body.  This week – pastors and vicars were assigned from WLS – to go to the ends of the earth – 
empowered with the very same Gospel, equipped with the very same Holy Spirit… eager and willing to bring the 
saving Gospel of Jesus Christ to the ends of earth.  May God bless these new pastors and vicars, just as he blesses 
us. And may we remember always the lasting image Luke leaves us with, “While he was blessing them, he left 
them and was taking into heaven.” (24:51) Jesus’ hands are still raised in blessing upon us too as he sends us out 
to the Ends of the Earth with his power. Amen. 


