► Kindergarten was started in 1970 by Julie Averbeck. Total number of teachers as of September 1972
was seven. Enrollment was 140 children with 75 in the Sunday School.
TUITION for the school was: 1st child - $350
2nd child - $250
3rd child - $200
4th child—FREE
Kdg—$175

► Through an anonymous donor a new dossal curtain, carpeting in church, drapes and pew pads were
bought.
► Total loans outstanding were $74,500 in 1970.
► In 1971 the Lutheran Boy Pioneers was established. They began with 10 leaders and about 36 boys.
There were not sufficient leaders for the girls at this time to begin operation.

► Midweek Advent services were held for the first time.
► The secretary was to contact the police to request that they not use our parking lot for their radar.
► Motion was made and accepted to accept monies on a voluntary basis for higher education to
include the high school and college years. These monies will be distributed by the Church Council.
► The 2nd level of the school building was completed in October of 1972. There were no walls
between classrooms, allowing for an “Open Concept” teaching method in the upper grades.
► Total loans outstanding were $186,000 in 1972.
► A new Allen organ was installed in church.
► Sept. 10, 1972 marked the 40th anniversary of Pastor Paustian’s ordination and 40th year of serving
at St. Matthew’s.
► In 1973, due to proceeds from an estate ($4,659.91), the interior and exterior of the church edifice
and also the exterior of the school building were painted.
► Motion made and carried to change the Sunday service times to 8:00am and 10:15am.
► The 125th Anniversary of the WELS was celebrated on May 18, 1975. The Synod’s Thank Offering
goal was $3.4 million of which St. Matthew’s pledged $10,000.
(over……)

► Motion was made and carried to purchase the Potratz house across the street from the church
(829 W Wisconsin Ave.) at a price not to exceed $30,000. This would serve as another teacherage.
► Motion made and carried in 1975 to call Mr. Robert Landvatter as principal of our day school.
Starting salary of $8500, medical $408 and housing allowance of $2,000 per year.
► 1977 marked the:

25th Anniversary of the church edifice
15th Anniversary of our day school building
45th Anniversary of Rev. N. Paustian as pastor of St. Matthew’s

► In January Pastor Paustian announced his retirement in the Fall, but offered his assistance to the
next pastor, God willing, if He grants him health and strength to do so.
► On July 14, 1977, Pastor Paustian passed away - serving 45 years as St. Matthew’s pastor.
► Baptized members amounted to 1339 with 1032 being communicant members.

► Enrollment in the school at this time was 163. Pupil teacher ratio was 23-1. 65% of our
congregation’s eligible children were enrolled in the day school.
► In September of 1977 Pastor Kent Schroeder was installed at St Matthew’s as our new Pastor.
► Rev. Kent Schroeder’s first message to Cong. in the Annual Report for 1978: We look forward with
trust that just as the Lord has blessed the “planting” so He will also bless the “watering” and Himself
bring about the “increase”.
► Construction of permanent walls in the upper level of the school was done in 1978. Previously it
was the “Open Concept” (with no walls between classrooms).

► St. Matthews Statistical Totals for this decade 1971 - 1980 from Annual Reports
Baptisms
Confirmations
Marriages Deaths
227
310
117
105

