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Fulfilled Works Over Empty Words 

 We are going to play a quick game called would you rather?  If you don’t know the game, here is 
a quick summary of it.  You are given two options and you must choose one option that you would 
rather have.  Here is a practice round:  Would you rather be an expert in one specific area, or would you 
rather have some knowledge and ability in many areas?  Would you rather go back in time to meet your 
great-great-great grandparents, or would you rather go into the future and meet your great-great-great 
grandchildren?  Would you rather never be able to laugh for the rest of your life or would you rather 
never feel pain for the rest of your life?  Do you get the idea of how the game works?  Now let’s put 
moms in the spotlight for a few minutes, after all this is your day that we highlight and thank you for the 
blessings that God gives us through our mothers.  Moms, would you rather never have to do laundry 
again or would you rather never do the dishes again?  Would you have someone that always cleaned 
your house for you, or would you rather have a personal chef that always cooked for your family?  
Would you rather clean the house yourself or would you rather have someone else do it, but it would 
never be done the way you would do it?  Would you rather have your children listen to you but not do 
what you say, or never listen to you but do what you want?  Would you rather have someone tell you 
what you want to hear but not do it or would rather have someone not tell you what you want to hear but 
do it? 
 Unfortunately, I think a lot of moms are very familiar with the last two scenarios.  Children may 
often tell mom what they want to hear.  “Hang your coat up and put your shoes away.”  “Okay, I will 
mom.”  Mom walks to the door thirty minutes later and there are the coat and shoes sprawled out on the 
floor.  Words were spoken, but they weren’t fulfilled.  They were as empty as a box of cereal your child 
puts back in the pantry after taking the last of it.  They didn’t actually do the action.  They said the 
words but didn’t do the work.  Maybe that would be a great Mother’s Day gift, say you are going to 
clean your room and then actually clean your room. 
 Jesus has something to teach us today about words and actions.  Jesus’ words created some 
problems.  Our lesson is taken from the end of John chapter 10, which is known as the “Good Shepherd” 
chapter.  Jesus makes that very statement.  He says, “I am the good shepherd.”  He goes on to say that 
his sheep know him, and he knows the sheep.  They listen to his voice.  But not only is he the good 
shepherd, but he does something that is completely out of the ordinary for a shepherd.  He lays down his 
life for the sheep.  A shepherd will try to protect the sheep, but if it comes down to the life of the sheep 
or the life of the shepherd you can always get more sheep.  However, he lays down his life for the sheep 
and not because the attacks are coming and he can’t overcome them, but because he gives up his life 
willingly. 
 Wow did those words strike a nerve, and a painful nerve with some of the Jews that heard what 
Jesus said.  They were trying to stop Jesus.  They were trying to get rid of this one that was challenging 
their authority and then he claimed that no one would take his life, but only that he would lay it down on 
his own.  His enemies couldn’t handle that.  This guy was a lunatic.  They were still bothered by Jesus 
because one thing that they couldn’t ignore was that he could do things no one else could do.  The 
problem they had is that they just couldn’t ignore Jesus.  He gives the blind sight.  Those aren’t the 
actions of a lunatic.  Finally, during the Feast of the Dedication of the temple they come to Jesus and 
demand, “How long will you keep us in suspense?  If you are the Christ, tell us plainly” (John 10:24).  



As if Jesus wasn’t clear with them.  As if Jesus hadn’t already given them an answer.  As if Jesus didn’t 
already proclaim the exact answer they demanded.   
 Are you ready for Jesus’ answer?  Because his enemies weren’t.  I did tell you, but you do not 
believe.  The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak for me, but you do not believe because you are 
not my sheep” (John 10:25).  Are you ready to unpack that answer?  First, he says I did tell you.  I 
already gave you the answer that you are looking for.  This isn’t a cliffhanger.  There’s no suspense 
here.  There’s no ambiguity.  I told you, and not only that I told you, but I showed you.  The problem 
wasn’t that you didn’t have the answer.  You don’t like the answer. You didn’t believe.  The teacher 
says in math class, “I want you to give the answer and show your work on how you got that answer.”  
This is Jesus giving his answer and showing his work.  Did you see the works he performed, his 
miracles?  What do they show you about Jesus?  Show me a baker that can bake five loaves and feed 
5000+.  Show me a chef that can take two fish and feed a Friday night fish fry crowd, much less a crowd 
of 5000.  Show me a doctor that can make the crippled from birth walk by saying, “Get up.”  Show me a 
doctor that can bring the dead back to life after four days by commanding Lazarus to come out of the 
tomb.  Show me a dermatologist that can heal leprosy by saying, “Go, show yourself to the priest.”  
Show me an optometrist that rubs mud on a blind person’s eyes and says, “Go, wash it off,” and when 
they wash, they see for the first time.  Jesus did all these things.  The answer was right in front of them 
with all the work.  Jesus showed that he is the promised Savior.  He is the Christ.  He is the one. God 
pointed ahead in the Old Testament to the one that would come to pay for the sin of the world.  They 
had all the answers they needed.  Would they rather see Jesus’ works fulfilled and listen to his Word, or 
continue in their stubborn unbelief and reject Jesus as the Savior?  Unfortunately, they didn’t know the 
Savior’s voice because they weren’t his sheep as the persisted in unbelief. 
 Now Jesus turns his attention to those that know him.  “My sheep listen to my voice; I know 
them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them 
out of my hand” (John 10:27, 28).  What a sharp, crisp distinction Jesus makes between those that 
follow him and those that do not.  Jesus’ sheep hear his voice and follow him.  The question for us is 
whose voice and actions do we follow?  Would you rather listen to Jesus’ voice and follow what he has 
done for you, or would you rather listen to the voice of the world?  Do we listen to the voice of our 
Good Shepherd that protects us and look at his action for us in dying on the cross or do we follow the 
voices of the world that lead to death?  Do we listen to our own voice that doesn’t want to listen to any 
other voice including the voice of our Shepherd?  Do we listen to the voice of Satan that sounds so sweet 
and sly like it did to Eve in the Garden of Eden?  So often we find ourselves wandering from our 
Shepherd and toward the voices that only lead to death with the deadly bite lurking behind them. 
 What does our Shepherd do? Leads us with his voice.  Sheep know the voice of the shepherd and 
listen to it because they know the shepherd will lead them to protection.  The shepherd will lead them to 
new pastures to feed them and provide for them.  The sheep listen to the shepherd because he gives them 
everything they need and without the shepherd they would quickly be lost and become a tasty rack of 
lamb supper to prowling enemy.  Listen to the amazing promise Jesus makes to us today, “I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish…” (John 10:28).  Jesus, tell us who you are.  He tells us.  He 
shows us.  He came to lay down his perfect life.  He came to give you and me eternal life.  He came to 
pay the price for all the times we would rather wander off and so he stayed straight on course without 
one foot straying off it and went to the cross. 
 Moms, would you rather your children tell you what you want to hear or do it?  Words are just 
empty if there isn’t action.  Jesus doesn’t give us empty words today.  He tells us he is the Savior and 
that he is our Shepherd, and we are his sheep, and he shows us.  Look at the cross.  Look at the grave.  
Jesus didn’t just give the answer.  He showed his work too.  Amen. 
 


