
Sermon Text: 1 Kings 19:19-21  
Theme:  Are You All-In for the Lord? 
 

This headline caught my attention earlier this week: Number of Americans who believe in 
God drops to historic low. 
 

Allow me to read just a little bit from the article: “The percentage of Americans who say they 
believe in God has dipped to the lowest number in the past nearly 80 years, according to a new Gallup 
poll published on Friday, June 17th. The Values and Belief poll, conducted from May 2 to 22, showed 
81% of people answered that they believe in God. That is down six percentage points from the 87% 
of respondents who said they believed in God in the 2017 poll. This year is the lowest percentage in 
Gallup’s trend since the public opinion polling company first asked the question in 1944…When 
asking the question first in 1944, again in 1947, and twice each in the 1950s and 1960s, a consistent 
98% of respondents said they believed in God. When Gallup asked the question nearly five decades 
later, in 2011, 92% of Americans said they believed in God.” And a little more than one decade later, 
in 2022, that number fell to only 81% of Americans who said they believed in God! 
 

How about you? It certainly is my prayer that if you or I were asked to take part in such a poll 
that we would answer quickly and boldly: “Yes, I believe in God! To be clear, I don’t believe in just 
anything or anyone who might call themselves a god. I believe in the one and only true God; the God 
of the Bible. I believe in the perfect and just God, who says that sin must be punished. I believe in the 
loving and merciful God, who sent Jesus to be the one and only Savior I so desperately need.” 
 

With the growing number of our fellow Americans claiming not to believe in God, to make 
such a clear and bold confession about the true God might be a challenge for you and me. So today, 
through his Word, the one and only true God comes to you and me and asks: Are You All-In for the 
Lord? 
 

In our first reading from God’s Word before us today, we see two men who are all-in for the 
Lord. First there is the Lord’s prophet Elijah. Elijah served as a faithful messenger of God’s Word at 
a very difficult time in Israel. Led by wicked king Ahab and his wife Jezebel, most of the Israelites 
had turned away from the one true God, to worship a false god by the name of Baal.  
 

Following a dramatic showdown between 450 prophets of Baal and Elijah, in which the one 
true God revealed himself as the almighty God, queen Jezebel threatened to hunt down Elijah and kill 
him. While Elijah was all in for the Lord, at this point he prays “I have been very zealous for the Lord 
God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your 
prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 
Thinking that he is the only believer left, Elijah is ready to go home to heaven. But the Lord assures 
Elijah that he is not alone; that 7,000 of his fellow Israelites remain all in for the Lord. The Lord also 
tells Elijah that he still has work for him to do. 
 

One of the tasks that Elijah was to do was to appoint the man who would take his place after 
he had gone into heaven. Here we meet Elisha. We are told, “So Elijah went from there and found 
Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the 
twelfth pair” (this detail shows us two things about Elisha: not only did he come from a family that 
had a great amount of wealth, but also Elisha was all-in for his family, working hard to support them).  
 

The account continues: “Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around him.” Elisha knew 
what this meant. He knew that the Lord had picked him to take the place of Elijah. And he showed 
that he was all-in to serve the Lord in this way. We are told, “Elisha then left his oxen and ran after 
Elijah. ‘Let me kiss my father and mother goodbye,’ he said, ‘and then I will come with you.’ Elijah 



knew that Elisha was all-in for the Lord, that it was the Lord who had chosen him to be his prophet, 
so he answers, “‘Go back…What have I done to you?’”  
 

Showing that he was all-in for the Lord, we are told that “Elisha left him and went back. He 
took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat and 
gave it to the people, and they ate.” Leaving all of his family behind and walking away from all of 
his wealth, being all-in for the Lord, we are told that Elisha “set out to follow Elijah and became his 
servant.” 

 
My dear friends, are you all-in for the Lord? Sitting here today, your quick response might be, 

“Of course I am!” But what happens when we get around friends who don’t believe in the Lord? Do 
you and I always show that we are all-in for the Lord? Or, do you and I far too easily give in to peer 
pressure, and quickly begin acting a certain way or talking in such a way that shows that we aren’t all 
in for the Lord? Are you and I always willing to be all-in for the Lord, even if that means breaking 
our relationship with family members or friends? Are you and I willing to set aside things of this 
world to show that we are all-in for the Lord?  

 
You and I will confess together that far too often, you and I show that we are not all-in for the 

Lord. What you and I deserve for this is to have the holy Lord God be all-in on our eternal destruction 
in hell! 
 

But the Good News of the Gospel is that your Savior and mine is all-in to save you and me. 
Jesus came to this earth, and lived a perfect life that was all-in for the Lord. God’s one and only Son 
was all-in to win the forgiveness of all of your sins and mine as he willing offered up his perfect life 
on the cross. Our living Lord is all-in for you and me, now that he is risen from the dead and is 
watching over you and me each and every day. 
 

It is God the Holy Spirit who makes you and me all-in for the Lord. Using the all-powerful 
Word, the Holy Spirit has created faith in your heart to believe in Jesus as your one and only Savior. 
Using that same powerful Word, God the Holy Spirit also empowers and strengthens you and me to 
live in such a way that it shows others that we are all-in for the Lord.  
 

You and I may not have to face death threats like the prophet Elijah or face the type of 
persecution like the Apostle Paul suffered (as we read about in our second reading today). But through 
the powerful Word of God, you and I are able to show that we are all-in for the Lord as we stand up 
for what we know is right, in the face of peer pressure to do what we know is wrong. It is the powerful 
Word of God that gives you and me the strength to show that we are all-in for the Lord, as we make 
our relationship with him more important than any of our relationships with the people of this world. 
It is the powerful Word of God that leads you and me to show that we are all-in for the Lord, as you 
and I, like Elisha, offer back to him the best of the things of this world: our time, our talents and our 
treasures. 
 

The polls make it clear: Sadly, far too many people in our nation today are walking away from 
God. By the grace of God, and the Holy Spirit working on your heart and mine through the powerful 
Word of God, you and I know the one true God. You and I know and believe the Good News of the 
Gospel: that Good News that Jesus is our one and Savior from sin. And the Lord of the Church wants 
to use you and me to share his powerful Word with others. As you and I share that Word in one-on-
one conversations, or as we join together to share that Word as a congregation or as a Church Body, 
certainly it is our prayer that God the Holy Spirit blesses our efforts so that many more are able to 
join you and me and say, “Yes, by the grace of God and by the power of his Word, I am all-in for the 
Lord!” Amen. 
 


