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Our Triune God Blesses us with HIS NAME! 
 

In the name of our Triune God, Amen. 
One of the special tasks that expectant parents have is the privilege of naming their child. Sometimes it 

just comes to them, and so they do the “shout the full name out the back door” test and if it works, task 
complete. Other times parents are just stumped, so they turn to a name book for inspiration. Those books 
offer the meaning, the significance, and the origins of the names which can be very helpful. 

Some names, while they may have been good, upright and noble at one point, along the way have picked 
up some not-so-good connotations. When Henry Ford named his son, Edsel, I’m sure that was a very good 
name. In 3 short years, (1958-1960) “Edsel” became synonymous with a car that didn’t run very well and 
looked odd. I personally have never met a person with the name Edsel, though I have met one Gomer. Even 
still, nobody wants their name to be associated with a failure or being strange and odd.  

 
This Sunday, Holy Trinity Sunday, we celebrate and rejoice in the nature of our Triune God: Father – 

Son – Holy Spirit. We rightly confess that he is not 3 gods, but 1 God; that he is not 3 Lords, but 1 Lord. 
What’s so profound is that the Almighty, Holy Triune God is not ashamed to put His Name upon each and 
every one of us? God wants His name to be associated with me!?!? Flawed, failing, fault-ridden me?!? YES! 
God has very intentionally put His name upon us and marked us as his own – because he loves us and wants 
to bless us with His lasting peace now and forever! 

Listen again as God puts his name upon you. (Numbers 6) 22 The LORD said to Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and 
his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them: 24 “‘“The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 

the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 26 the LORD turn his face toward you and give 
you peace.”’ 27 “So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”  
 

I. As he marks us as his own 
The 4th book of the Bible, called Numbers, starts off full of names and numbers, that’s because it 

contains the census lists of Israelites. “Numbers” is the title given to this book from the Septuagint. (the 
Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible) The original Hebrew title was actually called: “In the desert” 
because the events of this book took place in the desert, following the giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai. 

Do you remember what happened in the desert? Do you recall the events at the base of Mt. Sinai while 
Moses was up receiving God’s holy Law? The people turned to idolatry! They fashioned a golden calf image 
and wickedly proclaimed that this statue of gold had brought them out of Egypt. All this happened in the 
desert, and so soon after the Red Sea. The book also records the events over the 40 years of wandering in the 
desert, and their continued sinfulness: complaining about food and water, rebelling against God’s anointed 
leaders… and so on… that’s what happened in the desert. 

Understanding that this is the setting for the book makes the words of our text all the more jaw-
dropping: God would still want to put His name upon these people?!? These people – who quickly turned to 
idol worship in God’s presence… who grumbled and complained about everything... and yet God still 
wanted His name associated with these people!?!? YES! 

You heard it, God specifically instructed Moses, Aaron, the priests… to bless the Israelites in this 
fashion – by putting HIS name upon them. His name is more than just a collection of letters… it was a 
reminder to His people of all that He does for them every day: bless, keep, guard, protect. Through his name, 
He causes His face to shine and radiate upon His people. He doesn’t turn away in disgust but looks upon 
them with his favor and grace as he tenderly places his forgiving peace upon their hearts! In this way he 
marks them as his own. This is how God blesses his people through his name! 

This gracious desire of the Lord hasn’t changed. He calls pastors, teachers, elders, Christian parents to 
do the same! “Put my name upon my people. In this way I will bless my people! By the power of my name I 
will keep, guard, protect and supply all their needs. By the power of my name, my face will shine upon them, 
my love will surround them, my forgiving peace will fill their hearts! In this way they will know that I am 
not ashamed to be their God. 
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This placing of God’s name upon you – for many of us – happened first at our baptism when we were 
very young. As those waters rolled off your head, these words were spoken, “I baptize you IN THE NAME 
OF the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” The Holy Triune God etched his name upon your 
heart! But it doesn’t end there. As we gather week after week, we begin worship in that very same name and 
we depart in peace and in the full assurance of the forgiveness of our sins by blood of Jesus our Savior: a 
continual reminder that we are God’s own dear children. This is how our Triune God blesses us! 

And we need these continual, weekly, daily reminders because we all have this disease of amnesia. We 
forget that God is with us so we fall into fear and worry, and turn to the things of this world for peace or aid. 
Instead of calling upon his name for help, God’s name becomes a by-word, or even a curse – a tool which we 
use to vent our sinful selfish frustrations. In the book of James we read, “Out of the same mouth come 
blessings and curses – my brothers, this should not be.” (3:10) For such abuse and misuse of our Triune 
God’s name, He should rightly send us off “into the desert” for the rest of eternity – not just 40 years.  

And yet – these are the words God wants us to hear, 24 “ ‘ “The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 the 
LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 26 the LORD turn his face toward you and give 
you peace.” ’ Each time hear these words, know that the word “you” - is the singular “you.” God is 
personally speaking his powerful blessing to you, and you, and you, and you. God wants you and you and 
you to know that he is guarding and keeping you personally. God wants you and you and you to know that 
His face is shining His glorious light upon you. God wants you and you and you to know that he acts 
graciously to you and you and you with the full forgiveness of your sins. God wants you and you and you to 
know that he places his perfect peace upon you and you and you. This is what is means that our Triune Holy 
Lord God blesses you with His name!  

 
II. So that we can live in peace 
Have you ever been sent to a store by a friend who instructed you before you left, “Tell them that I sent 

you,”?  It’s as if name dropping your friend’s name at that store will get you extra special treatment. Name 
dropping does have its advantages and blessings which we’ve just enumerated. Yet perhaps the question is – 
are we using God’s name to the fullest? In what ways can we bring the Glorious name of our Triune God to 
light more and more so that God’s peace can be imparted to more and more people? Let’s put on our Holy 
Spirit inspired sanctified thinking caps for a moment…  

In our everyday greetings… so often it’s a simply, “Hey.” It wouldn’t be much to change that to “What 
a glorious day God has given to us!”  “God’s blessings on your day.” A simple text I got Thursday from a 
friend read, “Jesus bless your day.” I know some people have recorded a Bible passage on their voicemail, 
and others include Scripture in their email signatures. As we gather for a meal, “Come Lord Jesus… how 
easily it would be add a few extra words of thanks for God’s blessings. At bedtime, some families make the 
practice of not only saying prayers with their children, but also then personally speaking God’s name over 
their children as they kiss them goodnight. I’m sure there are other countless creative ways to incorporate the 
Lord’s name and convey his blessed peace, all of it being an extension of verse 27, “So they [we] will put my 
name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.” 

 

The Lord bless and keep you – Rejoice in the providential work of God the Father who richly and daily 
provides all we need for our body and soul.   

The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you – Rejoice in the gracious work of Jesus, 
knowing that the Father turned his face from his Son on the cross so that he his face might shine upon you!   

The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace – Rejoice in the comforting work of the Holy 
Spirit who fills our hearts with peace knowing that our Triune God has put his name upon on us and is not 
ashamed to identify himself with us. Truly we have been blessed through the name our Triune God – Amen! 
 


