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Sermon: John 14:23-27 
The Spirit Marches Victoriously through the Word 

 We have been looking forward to something for quite a while as a congregation.  It’s not the end 
of school, although the students and even the teachers might disagree with me.  It’s not summer, even 
though we finally have some temperatures that feel a little more like summer recently.  It’s the 
groundbreaking that will be taking place later today.  When I came to St. Matthew’s it was an interesting 
time.  The first school year in the new building was just wrapping up and there was a lot of excitement 
because of that.  First Steps experienced rocket ship type growth.  You pray and you plan for growth that 
looks more like an airplane taking off, but this growth was a rocket that went straight up.  There was talk 
about planning to build the church on that campus.  However, at that point, that’s all it was.  We were 
talking and planning and there weren’t any concrete plans set in place for when it would happen and 
how it would happen, just that this is the next step.  Pretty soon those plans became concrete.  There 
were architectural drawings.  There were many Open Forum meetings for the congregation.  There were 
countless hours of meetings and planning so that, by the grace of God, here we are today.  We are 
having the groundbreaking ceremony for our new church.  This is a day that we have been waiting for 
and looking forward to specifically for the last two years since we started the actual planning, and for 
many more years beyond that.  It’s a day that we have been anticipating.  It’s one of those events that 
you picture in your mind and know it’s a big milestone moment when it comes, and now it’s finally 
here.  It’s a day that marks an important step in the history of our congregation.  It marks another shift in 
our ministry as we begin the construction process for our next church.  It’s exciting, anticipated, and 
something that we have been looking forward too for a long time. 
 There was another day that brought a lot of excitement, anticipation, and something that the 
disciples should have looked forward to in their lives.  But there was some confusion to what they were 
looking forward to and what was coming, at least from there end.  There wasn’t any confusion on Jesus’ 
part, but the disciples were still trying to grasp everything Jesus was telling them and what it meant. 
 Last week we focused on Jesus’ ascension into heaven.  This week we are actually going to start 
rewinding a little bit past that and we find Jesus with the disciples in the Upper Room.  He is celebrating 
the Passover with them.  He is preparing them for when he would not be with them physically on earth.  
He tells them that it will not be long, and the world will not see him, but the disciples would see him and 
what they have to look forward to and have anticipation for is that Jesus will send the Holy Spirit.  That 
led to some confusion and Judas, not Judas Iscariot, voiced that confusion when he asked Jesus in the 
verse right before our lesson, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the 
world?” (John 14:22).  The disciples weren’t quite grasping what Jesus was telling them.  Did that make 
any sense?  Jesus, we already see you.  We know you.  We get it.  So, why are you promising to reveal 
yourself to us and not to the world?  If anything, it should be the other way around.  You should reveal 
yourself to everyone else, so they see and know who you are Lord, not us.  It seemed so hidden.  It 
seemed like Jesus’ influence would be diminishing, not growing.  If he is going away, then how would 
God revealed this would continue to grow and expand and bring others to faith?  It seemed like it should 
be the opposite of what Jesus was saying.  How did the disciples see God reveal himself?  It was really 
hard to miss.  It was Jesus.  God was with them in the flesh and blood, can’t miss that.  They saw the 
miracles, the healing of the sick and crippled.  Do more of that to show the world your power, authority, 
and glory.  That will really show the world. 



 With Jesus returning to his Father in heaven how would God reveal himself to the world?  How 
would the disciples continue to see him?  How would his kingdom continue to be spread?  Jesus answers 
those questions.  “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching.  My Father will love them, and we will 
come to them and make our home with them.  Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching.  
These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father wo sent me.  All this I have spoken 
while still with you.  But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you” (John 14:23-26).  Jesus says, “Yes I 
am returning to my Father, but I’m not leaving you.  I’m giving you something to look forward to, 
something to anticipate, something that is going to completely shift how the Father reveals himself than 
you have been used to when I was with you on earth.  What was Jesus promising?  What did he point 
them to in anticipation?   
 Seven weeks following the Sabbath after the Passover, which would be 50 days from Jesus’ 
resurrection Jews from all over the map were gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Festival of Weeks 
that gave thanks to God for the harvest.  This was one of three major festivals they were to travel back to 
Jerusalem to celebrate.  It was that day that Jesus fulfilled his promise.  They received the Holy Spirit in 
an amazing display of fire on heads and speaking in languages that filled the map in all directions.  What 
was the focus on?  Both Jesus words in our Gospel Lesson and what we see take place on the day of 
Pentecost focused on how God reveals himself to us.  What did Jesus say?  Those that obey my 
teaching, these words are from the Father, the Holy Spirit will remind you of everything I have said to 
you.  What did the disciples do on the Day of Pentecost?  It wasn’t the miracle of speaking in different 
languages for a miracle’s sake.  It wasn’t to just ooooh and ahhhh the crowd that was gathered on that 
day.  “We hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues” (Acts 2:11).  The focus is on 
the Word.  As Jesus ascending to heaven living and victorious, he brings a giant shift in how God 
reveals himself to us.  He would no longer be physically here on earth but now what? 

Now he points us to the Word.  Where do we encounter God?  Where do we experience God?  
Where do we see how much he loves us?  Where do see God’s will for us?  Where do we see the full 
revelation of God?  It’s the same answer that Jesus gave his disciples that night.  It’s the same answer 
the Holy Spirit gave the disciples on the Day of Pentecost.  In his Word.  Sometimes does that seem too 
simple for us.  Do we want to see a bigger display of power than just the Word?  Do I want to encounter 
God in a more meaningful way than just the Word and sacraments?  Does it seem like he should reveal 
himself a little bit more?  What do we demand?  What type of encounter would satisfy our hunger for 
more power and glory?  What would be more effective than the Word?  If God just showed us a display 
directly in our lives, would that do it?  If God made us speak in different languages right here today?  
Even that didn’t convince everyone on the day of Pentecost as some ridiculed the disciples saying they 
had too much wine.  Do we desire more than how God reveals himself?  Lord, forgive us for our doubt 
and our failure to trust your promises. 

Jesus promised the Holy Spirit working through the Word.  That was everything the disciples 
needed.  That gave them peace.  What provides peace in life?  Some might say, a little more money, a 
little more financial security.  Some would say sitting on the beach just listening to the waves and the 
wind.  What does Jesus say?  His Word.  It is in the Word that God reveals his love for us in Jesus.  It is 
in the Word that he tells us that Jesus came to this earth to live and die for us.  It is in the Word that he 
tells us that he rose from the grave for us.  It is in the Word that he promises us that we will be with him 
forever at our home in heaven.  That’s the peace that Jesus gives us as the Holy Spirit works through the 
Word.  That’s Jesus’ promise to you and me.  The Holy Spirit continues to work through the Word just 
as he did on that first Pentecost.  It is no less powerful or effective today as it was then.  Go with that 
excitement and that anticipation knowing that the Spirit is at work through the Word.  Amen. 


