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Sermon Luke 12:13-21 
“Set Your Minds on Things Above” 

 
 What if $86,400 was deposited in your bank account every morning?  Every day you open your 
eyes, take a few sips of coffee and there is $86,400 waiting for you.  But it is only available to you that 
morning.  You can’t roll it over.  You can’t put it in the bank, can direct deposit the money into an IRA.  
If you don’t use it that day, then it’s gone.  You use it or lose it.  What would you do?  I have a hunch 
that you will take that money every morning and start using it, right?  There is no sense in letting it sit in 
the account especially if it’s not going to be there tomorrow.  Every morning we open our eyes we are 
given something more valuable than $86,400.  Every day we are given 86,400 seconds.  We are given 
the gift of time.  You can’t put it in the bank.  You can’t save it up for a rainy day.  You can’t save it for 
tomorrow because once today is gone its history, literally.  You are given the gift of 86,400 seconds to 
use wisely because once they are gone you can’t get them back and you can’t make more.  So, how are 
you going to use your 86,400 seconds today?  You have already used 28,800 (8:00) or 37,800 (10:30).  
Are you going to use your time on something that matters and makes a difference or on something that 
doesn’t have any value? 
 That’s a loaded statement if there ever was one.  First, we need to determine what truly matters 
and what doesn’t.  Well, we might respond saying, “Isn’t the value of something in the eye of the 
beholder?”  Let’s see.  If I held a $100 bill and lit it on fire, how would you react?  “What in the world 
are you doing?  That’s $100!  There’s a lot you can do with that.  At least give it to me and don’t burn 
it.”  Or would say, “What’s the big deal?  It’s only paper, technically cloth?”  I strongly doubt that.  We 
would see that the $100 is valuable and shouldn’t go up in smoke.  There is baseline value.  There is 
value that isn’t based on the subjectivity that something is only valuable because I think it’s valuable. 
 We see that in our lessons today.  Our lessons point out what we should value in life more than a 
glistening solid bar of gold.  What did Solomon tell us in Ecclesiastes?  Meaningless!  Did Solomon’s 
words shock you?  Maybe some would even define them as offensive if you take great pride in your 
work.  You work hard, the muscles ache in revolt, the sweat stings your eyes and instead of a “Good job, 
nice work,” he tells us, “All his days his work is pain and grief; even at night his mind does not rest.  
This too is meaningless” (Ecclesiastes 2:23).  Jesus makes a similar point in the gospel.  He preaches the 
parable of the rich fool.  He built more and more and more… “But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very 
night your life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” 
(Luke 12:20).  In both of those readings the world would take inventory of all of it and say, “Wow!  You 
have it all.  You have a lot to show for all your hard work.  Look what you accomplished.”  How 
shattering are Jesus’ words today, “You fool!  What good is all of that when your life is demanded from 
you?  Where is your wealth then?  What good will it do you then?” 
 The point God teaches us today isn’t that those things don’t matter.  It isn’t that they are not 
blessings.  It is to make sure we have a proper mindset, purpose, and focus.  Set your minds on things 
above.  It sounds super easy.  Set your minds on things above—maybe you are thinking right now, “I do 
a decent job of that as a Christian.”  After all, isn’t that why we are here today?  We set our minds on 
things above, at least for one hour out of 168 for the week.  Isn’t that why we have a school and First 
Steps and so many ministry opportunities?  Set your minds on things above. 



 But do we?  Is that our default setting or is our default setting to navel gaze and fix our eyes on 
ourselves and get all wrapped up in earthly things?  Those things are so “here and now”.  Those things 
are here today and need to be death with or I will have a worse tomorrow.  We have aches and pains, 
stresses, and worries.  Schedules to keep and horns to beep.  People to take care of and fires to put out.  I 
don’t have time for anything else.  If we are honest don’t we secretly wish the passage would say, “Set 
your minds on earthly things, and if you have any energy left over, then worry about things above.” 
 Do we even want to go that far?  Deep down in places we don’t like to talk about, but God does, 
are the earthly things our sinful nature wants to set our minds on.  “5Put to death, therefore, whatever 
belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is 
idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.” (Colossians 3:5-8). Those are the sins against 
God and others that our sinful nature loves to wallow in and because of these things the wrath of God is 
coming.  This is where the sinful nature loves to get dirty.  You can summarize all of that up in this way: 
the sinful nature loves to take blessings from God and turn them into sinful temptations.  Money and 
material wealth quickly sprouts greed and the desire for more.  The blessings God gives in marriage can 
quickly turn into lust and sexual immorality.  This pattern repeats itself over and over with God’s 
blessings. 
 However, did you note the opening tone of the lesson?  That’s how you used to live.  Now something 
has changed.  What change has taken place?  I’m glad you asked.  “1Since, then, you have been raised 
with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your 
minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in 
God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” (Colossians 
3:1-4). Wow those are powerful words that God speaks to you and me.  You have been raised with 
Christ.  Think about that.  Our faith does not rest in a tomb filled with a stinking, rotting corpse.  We 
don’t go visit a grave with no vacancy.  Our faith is founded on a tomb that is empty.  Our faith is in our 
Savior that is alive.  We are united with him through his death and resurrection.  Now we live too!   
 Now, because that is true—you have been raised with Christ—set your minds on things above!  You 
are wealthy with God’s riches!  You might have busting barns and bulging bank accounts, but that’s not 
your true treasure.  Your true treasure is in heaven purchases by Jesus’ blood shed for you on the cross.  
Now we are set free to set our minds on things above because in Christ we have everything.  I don’t 
have to worry about how I’m going to use my 86,400 seconds to selfishly serve self because Christ has 
served me and satisfies me for eternity.  Now we no longer set our minds on using others but how can I 
use my gifts to serve them.  I no longer seek to work and toil only to achieve and gain, but how can I be 
a benefit to others?  That change takes place only when we see who we are in Christ. 
 What difference do sunglasses make on a sunny day?  It changes how everything looks.  It tints 
everything.  That is what our life in Christ does to us.  It changes our entire outlook with one another, 
with this world, and for eternity because we have been raised with Christ, we set our minds on things 
above.  Amen. 
   
 


