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Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been 

pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and 

give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not 

wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no 

thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.          Luke 12 
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Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 
 

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today! It is our prayer that God 

would fill you with His grace and peace as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus. If 

you have questions about St. Matthew’s or would like to speak to one of the pastors, 

please feel free to reach out to us using the contact information on the back cover. 
 

 

 

FOCUSED 
A unique feature of Luke’s Gospel is the section in the middle often called “the 

travel narrative.” This lengthy section began in chapter 9 when Luke told us that Jesus 

“resolutely set out for Jerusalem” (v51). While there are many events and side trips 

that occur during this travel narrative, Luke regularly stresses that nothing is going to 

dissuade Jesus from going to Jerusalem where he will fulfill his life’s mission. Jesus 

was very focused. 

Jesus’ mission and the purpose of this journey was not to gain an earthly crown. 

Throughout this travel narrative, Jesus makes clear that this world was not his real 

home. He teaches that this world is not our real home either. Jesus is focused on 

heaven. His mission is to get us there by going to Jerusalem and making the ultimate 

sacrifice to pay for our sin. Nothing would stop him. “He set his face like flint,” Isaiah 

tells us (50:7). Jesus was focused. 

As we watch the focused actions of our Savior… as we focus carefully on his 

words… something wonderful happens. Jesus gives focus to our lives. We finally see 

things clearly: how to love our neighbor, the true purpose of worship, the blessing of 

prayer, what is treasure (and what is not). In this series, as Christ speaks to us through 

his Word, may he make us properly focused. 

 
• Young Children: If your child becomes restless and you need a “place of retreat” feel free to 

use the Fireside Area. The service is broadcast on the TV in that area. 
 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 
 

• Thank you for silencing your cell phones prior to worship. 
 

• Large Print Service Folders are available from an usher upon request. 
 

• Watch Worship on TV  View our services on Charter channel 985 on Thursdays at 12:00 PM 

and 7:00 PM or Sundays at 10:00 AM http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php 
 

• Instagram St. Matthew’s is on Instagram.  You can follow us @St.MatthewsOconomowoc. 

http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php
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The Order of Worship for 
 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

August 7, 2022 

 
 

 

FOCUSED LIVING PROPERLY VALUES HEAVENLY TREASURE  
Last week Jesus warned us against overvaluing earthly wealth. This week Jesus 

warns against undervaluing heavenly treasure. Last week, Jesus exposed the folly of 

greed. This week, Jesus exposes the folly of worry, even when faced with the prospect 

of having a shortage of earthly wealth. This week might be the bigger challenge! 

When it seems we lack providence or protection for our daily lives, it can be hard to 

avoid worry. But Jesus focuses us. He points to creatures that do not labor or toil, yet 

are daily fed and clothed. Even more Jesus points to our Father who promises to give 

us the heavenly treasures of his kingdom. Jesus assures us that Father will throw in 

needed earthly possessions as well. We can pursue heavenly treasure wholeheartedly, 

confident that our Father knows all we need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SERVICE: SETTING ONE 
You may follow along starting on page 154 in the hymnal. 

 

 

OPENING HYMN 828 Where Your Treasure Is 
 

 
Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

We rejoice with Robert & Cortney Jewell as their son,  

Remy Robert, is baptized in the name of our Triune God. 

The baptism will take place during our 8:00 am service on 

Sunday, God’s continued blessings be with the family!                                                                                   
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Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 156 
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Tune: Kevin Becker 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 

 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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The Word 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray and 

willing to give far more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance 

of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving 

us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask except through the merits and 

mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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First Reading Genesis 15:1-6 

In faith, Abram treasured all the LORD’s gracious promises. 

 
1After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: 

“Do not be afraid, Abram. 

 I am your shield, 

 your very great reward.” 

 2But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless 

and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, 

“You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” 

 4Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son 

who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5He took him outside and said, 

“Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said 

to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 

 6Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm of the Day 121A I Lift Up My Eyes to the Mountains 
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I lift up my eyes to the / mountains— 

    where does my help / come from? 

My help comes / from the LORD, 

    the maker of / heaven and earth. 

He will not let your / foot slip— 

    he who watches over you will not / slumber; 

indeed, he who watches over / Israel 

    will neither / slumber nor sleep.   Refrain 

  

The LORD watches / over you— 

    the LORD is your shade / at your right hand. 

The LORD will keep you / from all harm— 

    he will watch / over your life; 

the LORD will watch over your coming and / going 

    both now and for- / evermore. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

 

Tune: Marty Haugen 
Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 
Setting: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 
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Second Reading (Sermon Text) Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16 

The gift of faith allows us to see that treasure that is found in the city whose architect and builder is 

God. 

  
1Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 
2This is what the ancients were commended for. 

 3By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that 

what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 

 8By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9By 

faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he 

lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 
10For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder 

is God. 11And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear 

children because she considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12And so 

from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars 

in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 

 13All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the 

things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting 

that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14People who say such things show 

that they are looking for a country of their own. 15If they had been thinking of the 

country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16Instead, they were 

longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 

called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Luke 12:32 
 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 

 

 

Gospel Luke 12:22-34 

Jesus assures us we have a Father in heaven who knows what we need better than we do. 
 

 22Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 

life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23For life is more than 

food, and the body more than clothes. 24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, 

they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable 

you are than birds! 25Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 
26Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 

 27“Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, 

not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28If that is how 

God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into 

the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29And do not set your 

heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30For the pagan world runs 

after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31But seek his 

kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 
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 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 

kingdom. 33Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves 

that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes 

near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 

 

800 How Firm a Foundation 

 

Sermon        What Are You Worried About? 
  Pastor Philip Bigelow 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

Be seated 
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Offering and Friendship Cards 
Offerings may be placed in the basket in the entry of church either upon your entry or exit of the service. It 
is the joy and privilege of the members of St. Matthew’s to support the Gospel outreach in the Oconomowoc 

area and throughout the world. If you are visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to participate in the 

offering. As God’s Word moves your heart, know that your offerings will support the spread of the Gospel. We 
offer several options of electronic giving. Visit our website and click on “GIVE” or you can text CARDINALS 

to 73256. You may give a one-time gift or set up reoccurring gifts.  

 

At this time, we will watch the August WELS Connection video. 

 

INSTALLATION OF CALLED WORKER  
God’s rich blessings be with our new teacher: Karlie Habermann (1st grade) 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of 

your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the 

Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow 

and love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives 

of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of 

life. 
 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and 

science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is 

difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
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Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . .] Remember 

those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws 

near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest 

from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

835 Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
 

 

In Our Prayers: May the Lord of the Home continue to richly bless LeDell & Fern 

Plath as they celebrate their 65th wedding anniversary.  We rejoice in thanksgiving to 

God as First Steps celebrates its 4th anniversary on August 6th. May the Lord pour out 

his blessing and healing upon the Rosenau’s - Marvin who was hospitalized from a 

fall and broken fibula, and Sharon who was also hospitalized this week. 
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Thank you for Serving our Savior and Us 
 This Weekend Next Weekend – August 11, 14, 15 

Ushers 

 

Thursday – Rick Pantazon 

Early – Ralph Schmidt 

Late – Bill Neubauer 

Monday – Ron Fortmann 

Thursday – Ralph Schmidt 

Early – Andy Andress 

Late – Andy Rosenau 

Monday – Dennis Jaeger 

Greeters Early –  Delores Boehme & Susan 

Marshall 

Late – Toby & Amy Brandenstein 

Early – Brian Fulmer & Tim Taubenheim 

Late – Andy & Carrie Rosenau 

Organist Joy Elowski Char Bouche 

Special Music   

Altar Flowers LeDell & Fern Plath – 65th 

Wedding Anniversary 

Andrew & Greta Andress – In thankfulness 

for Olivia Andress & Lukas Heckman 

wedding and Andrew and Greta 22nd 

Anniversary 

Projectionist 

 

Thursday – Dan Shaw 

Early –  Jude Hillmer 

Late – Dylan Reimer 

Monday – Dan Metzger 

Thursday – Dan Shaw 

Early – Nick Bode 

Late – Grace Heins 

Monday – Dan Metzger 

Sound/Video 

 

Early – Kathy Goggins 

Late – Debby Kuklinski 

Early – Julia Watson 

Late – Matthea Lenz 

Livestream Tim Taubenheim Eric Ziel 

This Week at St. Matthew’s 
Thursday 8:00 am 

6:00 pm 

SCRIP Orders Due 

Worship Service 

Sunday 8 & 10:30 am 

9:15 am 
 

Worship Service 

Adult Bible Study  
Bible Adventures 

Monday 7:00 pm Worship Service 

Tuesday 6:30 pm 
6:30 pm 

7:00 pm 

9:00 pm 

Board of Elders 
Women’s Bible Study 

Board of Stewardship 

Bulletin materials due 

Wednesday 9:00 am 

10:00 am 

Women’s Bible Study 

Shorehaven Service 

Thursday 6:00 pm Communion Service 

Friday  Heckmann/Andress Wedding 

Saturday 7:30 am Men’s Bible Breakfast 

Sunday 8 & 10:30 am 

9:15 am 
 

Communion Service 

Adult Bible Study 
Bible Adventures 
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Paul’s letter to the Philippians 

A summer with the Apostle Paul. We’ve examined his Trustworthy Sayings to Timothy 

and Titus; and then studied his letter to the Colossians. We are currently studying Paul’s 

letter to the Philippians. Join us at 9:30 in the sanctuary. 
 

Summer Sunday Bible School and Child Care Starting (9:15 – 10:15 a.m.)  

While adults get recharged in God’s word during Bible class, there are options for the 

children too. Children ages 4–12 will meet in church fellowship center for a devotion, 

activity and then some playtime outside.  Children ages 3 and under will meet in the 

nursery room in the church fellowship center. 
 

Second Saturday of the Month at 8:00 am 

Men’s Bible Breakfast meets in the Fellowship Center for food and fellowship as we discuss 

“Timely Topics.” Join us each month! 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

"Women of the congregation are invited to participate in a monthly Bible study over the 

summer to dig into Parables of the Bible. The monthly studies will be held on June 14/15, 

July 12/13, and August 9/10 in the Brown St. School Library.  Tuesday studies are from 

6:30-7:30pm and then repeated Wednesday studies from 9-10am.  Each monthly study 

will feature a different parable, to make it easy to follow along in case you miss a session. 

We'd love to see you!" 

 
 

 

100th Anniversary Photos 

If you are interested in viewing the photos from the 100th Anniversary celebration they 

can be found at https://smls.smugmug.com/  

 

First Steps – Job Openings 

First Steps is looking for full and part time Assistant Teachers. With our growing 

center, we currently have opening in multiple rooms with multiple age groups. We 

offer trainings if a candidate doesn’t have experience in child care. Benefits: 

Discounted child care, paid holidays, paid vacation days, free lunch daily, and paid 

Bible Study Opportunities 

Highlights and Announcements 

https://smls.smugmug.com/
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continuing education. If you love working with children and want to work for a 

Christian center, please contact Amber Terry aterry@smls.org or 262-912-6338. 

 

First Steps has an opening for Janitor/Maintenance position. We are looking for 

someone who is available Monday - Friday. We are flexible with hours but would 

need to do daily cleaning/maintenance including taking out the garbage, cleaning 

bathrooms, mopping hallway floors, and any maintenance issues that need to be 

addressed. If you are interested and would like to learn more, please contact Amber 

Terry aterry@smls.org or 262-912-6338. 

 

Wasp Hive Collection  

Mr. Habermann is looking to collect large wasp hives for science class. If you have a 

hive on your property, Mr. Habermann will remove it for you during 

October/November. Contact him at phabermann@smls.org 

 

Community Service Ideas  

St. Matthews upper grade students are looking for ways to serve our community. If 

you have an idea on how we could help, please email it to Mr. Habermann 

at phabermann@smls.org 

 

Save the Date for Welcome Home Sunday: September 11th & September 18th    

Worshiping our God—listening to him speak to us in his Word and responding with 

our praise—is always special. However, it can be especially joyful when the house is 

packed. Think of the singing on Christmas Eve… or the way we need to set up chairs 

on Easter Sunday. Yet, even on those days, we have members who are out of town. 

 

The goal of Welcome Home Sunday is to have a day when everyone that is part of our 

Christian family comes together. After all, church is supposed to be a home, and 

believers are kin. Our focus of worship on this day is the blessing of Christian 

community. Thus, we want 100% of our members there. 

 

Please do everything possible to set that 

date aside so that we can pack the house 

that day. 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:aterry@smls.org
mailto:aterry@smls.org
mailto:phabermann@smls.org
mailto:phabermann@smls.org
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Wisconsin Lutheran College 

Financial Aid Job Opening: Wisconsin Lutheran College is seeking candidates for a 

Financial Aid Specialist. As a member of the Financial Aid Office team, the Specialist 

supports financial aid processing for students. This role collaborates with team 

members in maintaining the financial aid workflow that helps achieve the college’s 

ministry goal of reaching and serving students who seek a Bible-based, servant 

leadership-driven education. For details, please visit wlc.edu/hr. 

 

Martin Luther College 

Martin Luther College is accepting applications for a regular part-time Administrative 

Assistant for Academic Deans and a part-time Human Resources Assistant. 

Interested individuals should apply online at mlc-wels.edu/hr/. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Acknowledgments 
 

Setting One from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 



 20 

PHILIP J. BIGELOW TOM A. PLITZUWEIT 
Pastor   Principal 

pbigelow@smls.org      tplitzuweit@smls.org 

       

STEVEN M. HILLMER AMBER L. TERRY                  
Pastor   First Steps Director 

shillmer@smls.org     aterry@smls.org  

       

DANIEL R. SCHMIDT GEORGE M. ZAFEROS 
Pastor   Business Administrator 

dschmidt@smls.org   gzaferos@smls.org  

      

HEATHER BIGELOW CONNIE ABRAM 
Personal Member Ministry Communication Manager 

hbigelow@smls.org   cabram@smls.org 

      

JENNIFER MANSSEN JULIE NEHR 
Church Office Manager School Admin Assistant 

jmanseen@smls.org   jnehr@smls.org 


