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“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because 

many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 29People 

will come from east and west and north and south, and will take 

their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30Indeed there are 

those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.”           

Luke 13 
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Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 
 

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today! It is our prayer that God 

would fill you with His grace and peace as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus. If 

you have questions about St. Matthew’s or would like to speak to one of the pastors, 

please feel free to reach out to us using the contact information on the back cover. 
 

 

 

HARD TRUTH 
“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to 

Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to 

die. If you expect Jesus to use these final teaching opportunities to share happy 

thoughts, you don’t know him well. With a sense of extreme urgency, Jesus shares 

truths we need to hear, even if we do not want to hear them. As Jesus teaches hard 

truth, he challenges conventional wisdom. He reverses the normal and natural order of 

things. This should not surprise us, considering this Teacher’s life and work are the 

opposite of what one would expect. 

When the truth is hard to hear, the first temptation is to deny it. We cannot do that 

with Jesus’ teaching, for he never lies. When the truth is hard to hear, the second 

temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that with Jesus is to court eternal death. Thus, 

Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take to heart what Jesus says! For his 

Word, though it contains hard truth, gives eternal life. 

 

 

 

 
• Young Children: If your child becomes restless and you need a “place of retreat” feel free to 

use the Fireside Area. The service is broadcast on the TV in that area. 
 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 
 

• Thank you for silencing your cell phones prior to worship. 
 

• Large Print Service Folders are available from an usher upon request. 
 

• Watch Worship on TV  View our services on Charter channel 985 on Thursdays at 12:00 PM 

and 7:00 PM or Sundays at 10:00 AM http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php 
 

• Instagram St. Matthew’s is on Instagram.  You can follow us @St.MatthewsOconomowoc. 

http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php
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The Order of Worship for 
 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

August 21, 2022 

 
 

 

JESUS IS THE DOOR 
When it comes to the difficult and uncomfortable topic of who goes to heaven and 

who goes to hell, it is natural to want to avoid the issue. One way we do that is to 

direct our attention to theoretical questions. “What is heaven like?” “How old will we 

be there?” Today, someone asks Jesus, “Lord, are only a few going to be saved?” 

Jesus brushes these questions aside. Instead, he answers the question we should be 

asking. Rather than talking about how many will be saved, Jesus explains how to be 

among the saved, and that is to put your faith and hope in Him alone. He is the door. 

 

 

THE SERVICE: SETTING ONE 
You may follow along starting on page 154 in the hymnal. 

 

 

OPENING HYMN 601 All People That on Earth Do Dwell 
 

 
Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
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Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 156 
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Tune: Kevin Becker. Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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The Word 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and that 

we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 

First Reading Isaiah 66:18-24 

The LORD teaches that not only will those who seemed far from his kingdom be among the first to enter 

eternal glory, but some of those who seemed to be part of his kingdom will be shut out. 
 
 18“And I, because of what they have planned and done, am about to come and gather the 

people of all nations and languages, and they will come and see my glory. 

 19“I will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who survive to the 

nations—to Tarshish, to the Libyans and Lydians (famous as archers), to Tubal and 

Greece, and to the distant islands that have not heard of my fame or seen my glory. They 

will proclaim my glory among the nations. 20And they will bring all your people, from all 

the nations, to my holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the LORD—on horses, in 

chariots and wagons, and on mules and camels,” says the LORD. “They will bring them, as 

the Israelites bring their grain offerings, to the temple of the LORD in ceremonially clean 

vessels. 21And I will select some of them also to be priests and Levites,” says the LORD. 

 22“As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,” declares 

the LORD, “so will your name and descendants endure. 23From one New Moon to another 

and from one Sabbath to another, all mankind will come and bow down before me,” says 

the LORD. 24“And they will go out and look on the dead bodies of those who rebelled 

against me; the worms that eat them will not die, the fire that burns them will not be 

quenched, and they will be loathsome to all mankind.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



 8 

Psalm of the Day 103A The LORD Is Kind and Merciful 

 

 

 

 
 

Praise the LORD, / my soul; 

   all my inmost being, praise his / holy name— 

who forgives / all your sins 

   and heals all your dis- / eases, 

who redeems your life / from the pit 

   and crowns you with love and com- / passion, 

who satisfies your desires / with good things 

   so that your youth is renewed like the / eagle’s.    Refrain 

The LORD is compassionate and / gracious, 

   slow to anger, abound- / ing in love. 

He does not treat us as our / sins deserve 

   or repay us according to our in- / iquities. 

For as high as the heavens are a- / bove the earth, 

   so great is his love for those who / fear him; 

as far as the east is / from the west, 

   so far has he removed our transgressions / from us. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: Lectionary for Mass Tune: Paul Tate, alt. Setting: Paul Tate, alt.  
Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
716690; Music: © 2013 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 716690 
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Second Reading Hebrews 12:18-24 

Being first in God’s eyes has nothing to do with keeping the Law God gave to Moses and everything to 

do with the gracious work of the mediator of the new covenant. 
  

 18You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to 

darkness, gloom and storm; 19to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that 

those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20because they could 

not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be 

stoned to death.” 21The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” 

 22But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23to 

the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, 

the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24to Jesus the mediator of a 

new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 12:32 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 
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Gospel (Sermon Text) Luke 13:22-30 

Jesus teaches that the last will be first and the first will be last. 
 

 22Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to 

Jerusalem. 23Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” 

 He said to them, 24“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I 

tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25Once the owner of the house gets up and 

closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ 

  “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ 

 26“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 

 27“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all 

you evildoers!’ 

 28“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 
29People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at 

the feast in the kingdom of God. 30Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, 

and first who will be last.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

698 Seek Where You May to Find a Way 

 

Sermon        Jesus is the Door 
  Pastor Steven Hillmer 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

Offering and Friendship Cards 
Offerings may be placed in the basket in the entry of church either upon your entry or exit of the service. It 
is the joy and privilege of the members of St. Matthew’s to support the Gospel outreach in the Oconomowoc 

area and throughout the world. If you are visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to participate in the 

offering. As God’s Word moves your heart, know that your offerings will support the spread of the Gospel. We 

offer several options of electronic giving. Visit our website and click on “GIVE” or you can text CARDINALS 
to 73256. You may give a one-time gift or set up reoccurring gifts.  
 

At this time, we will watch the Century Celebration video for the 1980’s. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

560:1,4,5 Your Works, Not Mine, O Christ 

 
 

In Our Prayers: May the Lord bestow his blessings upon Carl Courtois who will be 

having open heart surgery this coming Tuesday at Mayo Clinic. May the Lord pour out his 

blessings upon all our schools, teachers and students as this new school year begins; we 

rejoice with Tim & Jaymie Steuerwald whom the Lord has blessed with a healthy girl. 
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Thank you for Serving our Savior and Us 
 This Weekend Next Weekend – August 25, 28, 29 

Ushers 

 

Thursday – Andy Andress 

Early – Jason Cox 

Late – Todd Helwig 

Monday – Jeff Andrae 

Thursday – Rick Pantazon 

Early – Scott Heins 

Late – Chad Lauersdorf 

Monday – Ron Fortmann 

Greeters Early –  Dennis & Carol Jaeger 

Late –  

Early – Jim & Bev Fulmer 

Late – Michael & Joy Lenz 

Organist Jenny Hillmer Tracy Schmidt 

Special Music   

Altar Flowers Karen Andreasen – In memory of 

David Davenport 

Bob Peregrine – In memory of Fran 

Peregrine 

Projectionist 

 

Thursday – Molly Kalma 

Early –  Sam Splinter 

Late – Grace Heins 

Monday – Jude Hillmer 

Thursday – Dan Shaw 

Early – Grace Heins 

Late – Kendra Lauersdorf 

Monday – Blake Kreutzman 

Sound/Video 

 

Early – Kathleen Everson 

Late – Karen Haertel 

Early – Juli Natzke 

Late – Tom & Nancy Heimsch 

Livestream Eric Ziel Tim Taubenheim 

This Week at St. Matthew’s 
Thursday 6:00 pm Worship Service 

Sunday 8 & 10:30 am 

9:15 am 
 

Worship Service 

Adult Bible Study  
Bible Adventures 

Monday 7:40 am 

7:00 pm 

First Day of School 

Worship Service 

Tuesday 9:00 pm Bulletin materials due 

Wednesday 10:00 am Shorehaven Service 

Thursday 8:00 am 
6:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

SCRIP Orders Due 
Communion Service 

Church Council 

Saturday 10:00 am School Carnival 

Sunday 8 & 10:30 am 
9:15 am 

 

Communion Service 
Adult Bible Study 

Bible Adventures 
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Paul’s letter to the Philippians 

A summer with the Apostle Paul. We’ve examined his Trustworthy Sayings to Timothy 

and Titus; and then studied his letter to the Colossians. We are currently studying Paul’s 

letter to the Philippians. Join us at 9:30 in the sanctuary. 
 

Summer Sunday Bible School and Child Care Starting (9:15 – 10:15 a.m.)  

While adults get recharged in God’s word during Bible class, there are options for the 

children too. Children ages 4–12 will meet in church fellowship center for a devotion, 

activity and then some playtime outside.  Children ages 3 and under will meet in the 

nursery room in the church fellowship center. 
 

Second Saturday of the Month at 8:00 am 

Men’s Bible Breakfast meets in the Fellowship Center for food and fellowship as we discuss 

“Timely Topics.” Join us each month! 

 

Women in the Word 

Women in the Word bible study will start Thursday September 1 at 8:30 am in the Fireside 

Room.   This bible study will be led by Pastor Bigelow and the topic will be Burden Bearing. 

 

Fall Meditations Available 

Meditations is an inspiring, personal devotional booklet offering daily Scripture based studies of 

God’s Word. Meditations provides scriptural guidance and encouragement for daily living.  

Meditations booklets can be found in the back of church or on the information table in the fireside 

room. If you need assistance, please ask an usher. 

 

ROC Youth Center 

ROC Youth Center is running Glenn’s Brat Haus on Friday September 2, from 10am-3pm! Your 

meal is sponsored by: Bill Neubauer.  All proceeds go straight to the operation of the ROC!!! 

 

Preschool Power Hour Fall Session  

The fall session of PPH begins again on Wednesday, September 14.  Registration information is 

available at www.smls.org under the First Steps drop down menu.  This unique preschool program 

involves children ages 0-4 and their caregivers in a variety of learning activities.  During each one-

hour class the children enjoy a Bible lesson, music, large motor experiences, art exploration and 

centers time.  The cost for nine classes is $20, and the fall session runs from September 14– 

November 9.  Classes are held each Wednesday during that time from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. in the 

Flex Room of First Steps.   

 

Bible Study Opportunities 

Highlights and Announcements 

http://www.smls.org/
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First Steps – Job Openings 

First Steps is looking for full and part time Assistant Teachers. With our growing center, we 

currently have opening in multiple rooms with multiple age groups. We offer trainings if a 

candidate doesn’t have experience in child care. Benefits: Discounted child care, paid holidays, 

paid vacation days, free lunch daily, and paid continuing education. If you love working with 

children and want to work for a Christian center, please contact Amber Terry aterry@smls.org or 

262-912-6338. 

 

First Steps has an opening for Janitor/Maintenance position. We are looking for someone who is 

available Monday - Friday. We are flexible with hours but would need to do daily 

cleaning/maintenance including taking out the garbage, cleaning bathrooms, mopping hallway 

floors, and any maintenance issues that need to be addressed. If interested see Amber Terry. 

 

Luther Preparatory School 

LPS is looking for a Director of Mission Advancement.  This position manages all development 

systems and strategy according to Biblical principles.  Such development includes donor relations, 

event management and all gift appeals, while partnering with Public Relations.  For more 

information or to apply please go to https://www.lps.wels.net/apps/pages/dma  

 

Wisconsin Lutheran College 

50th Anniversary Open House: Wisconsin Lutheran College is celebrating its 50th anniversary. 

You are invited to join us on Saturday, September 10 for an anniversary worship service at 2:00 

p.m., followed by an open house. For more information and to RSVP (by September 3), please 

visit wlc.edu/50th. 

 

Martin Luther College 

Martin Luther College is accepting applications for a full-time Sports Information Director.  

Interested individuals should apply online at mlc-wels.edu/hr/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:aterry@smls.org
https://www.lps.wels.net/apps/pages/dma
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Save the Date for Welcome Home Sunday: September 11th & September 18th    

Worshiping our God—listening to him speak to us in his Word and responding with our praise—is 

always special. However, it can be especially joyful when the house is packed. Think of the 

singing on Christmas Eve… or the way we need to set up chairs on Easter Sunday. Yet, even on 

those days, we have members who are out of town. 

 

The goal of these Welcome Home Sundays is to have everyone that is part of our Christian family 

comes together and celebrate the blessings God gives to us through our church home. Look for a 

postcard reminder coming in the mail and get ready to pack the house over these 2 weeks! Note 

that one of these services will be our Church Picnic. 
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