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Jesus is The Door 
 
Grace and Peace are yours from Jesus, the way, the truth and the life, Amen. 

 
If I came up and said to you, “Jeff… Sue… let me show you the door,” you might be a little taken aback, 

confused, perplexed… wondering if you had done something wrong. Perhaps you may even be a little offended 
or embarrassed, imaging that I was about to escort you out of church in front of everyone else. We work hard to 
invite people to come to church, why are they being show the door? Don’t worry; I have no intentions of that 
for anyone. However, I’m still very much do want to show each and every one of you – the door – in the same 
way Jesus pointed people to “the door” to himself. 

In the middle section of Luke’s Gospel, he highlights the urgency of our Savior. Jesus is intentionally going 
from town to town, village to village… teaching, instructing, patiently working with people who are confused 
about which door, which path, which system of religious thought will lead them to heaven. Times haven’t 
changed, there’s a lot of confusion out there in people’s hearts, confusion that blinds them from seeing the door 
of salvation, Christ Jesus. So our prayer today is this that the Holy Spirit would fill us both with Joy as we 
rejoice in Jesus and Urgency as we eagerly point others to Jesus, who alone is the door to life eternal. 

 
1. There’s definitely a lot of confusion 

We’re not told exactly which village this event occurred in, but we know there was at least one brave soul 
who wasn’t afraid to raise his hand and ask Jesus a question. “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” 
On the surface, it sounds like a good, logical question. Jesus has used the phrase, “little flock.” However it’s not 
really the most important question to be asked. The far greater question is this: “Am I one of the few that will be 
saved?” Note how Jesus address this question, not just to that one person, but to the whole crowd. 

He said to them, 24"Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to 
enter and will not be able to. 25Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside 
knocking and pleading, 'Sir, open the door for us.' "But he will answer, 'I don't know you or where you come 
from.'  26"Then you will say, 'We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.'  27"But he will reply, 'I 
don't know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!' 

Jesus gets to the heart of eternal salvation addressing the question, “Will I be saved?” Well, if your 
assurance comes from being a physical descendant of Abraham, then no. If you feel that heaven is yours 
because you got to eat and drink with Jesus a time or two, or because he stopped by your town one day, then no. 
The door to heaven is not a matter of ethnic heritage or who you have dinner with. It’s more than simply 
knowing of Jesus. Even the demons know of Jesus. Look closely again at Jesus’ response, 'I don't know you or 
where you come from.’ Away from me, all you evildoers!'  

For all, the door of salvation stands wide open, but there are those who refuse to know, believe, trust, put 
their faith in Jesus as the only way of salvation. Jesus says it twice, “I don’t know you or where you are from,” 
for you have been built your faith elsewhere. “Away from me, you doer of evil.” And perhaps they weren’t the 
most vile offenders of the 10 Commandments, even still, they are guilty of even greater – denying the truth that 
salvation is only by grace through faith in Jesus. While they were living, they ignored, denied, and rejected 
Jesus, and now that the door is shut, it’s too late. 

 
Perhaps you’ve met people who have put their confidence in similar wrong doors or paths? They make it 

seem like just because grandpa was a Lutheran minister… or that they are a 7th generation church member… as 
if those merit badges will open heaven’s gate automatically. Sadly, this doesn’t just happen to others, it can 
easily occur in our own heart too. That little voice inside whispers, “I’ve ushered for 47 years and never missed 
a Sunday… I pray before each meal… I give offerings to Jesus…” Truly there is nothing wrong with giving 
offerings, or ushering or being a lifelong church member, but did you hear the challenge: “I… I… I…”  

This serious problem arises from what Theologians call the “opinion legis” – the mindset or opinion that 
since the LAW says, “Do” therefore if I “do it” I will have secured my salvation. God will certainly be pleased 
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with me, look at all I’ve done for him.” Afterall, Jesus said, “Make every effort” and I’ve worked pretty hard… 
This mindset, this false belief system, is the wrong door, for stands completely opposed to Jesus. To such a 
mindset, Jesus can only respond by saying, “I don’t know you. Away from me you evildoer.” 

 
Jesus is the only one who made every effort - and never failed, fulling the Law’s demands perfectly. 

Likewise, Jesus is the only one who has made full payment for all sin, yours, mine, everyone’s. Only because of 
what Jesus has accomplished does God freely, graciously offer salvation. This gift is ours only through faith, 
not by works, not by years of service, not through ethnicity or family connections, only through faith in Jesus – 
that’s why he alone is The Door. 

In Jesus you have the answer to that most critical question, “Will I be saved?” The Holy Spirit has worked 
in our hearts the joy of knowing that the answer is “Yes, by God’s grace, Yes!” When that last day comes, you 
won’t be on the outside, pleading, scratching, clawing. By faith, Jesus knows you, and by faith he welcomes 
you into his family and to a place at that banquet table he’s already prepared for you – and for many other too! 
 
2. There’s definitely a sense of Urgency 

Jesus does give an answer to that man’s question, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” In verse 
29 Jesus says, “People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast 
in the kingdom of God.” Jesus doesn’t give an exact number but he does say that believers will come from the 4 
corners of the earth and, as the Greek more literally reads, “will be seated” at the table. This seating is not of 
their own doing; they are invited by and welcomed be and seated by Jesus in “the new heavens and new earth 
that will endure forever” as Isaiah describes it in chapter 66. 

This is the truth, plain and simple. Salvation by grace through faith in Him is what Jesus set about teaching 
with great urgency from town to town, village to village as he made his way to Jerusalem. And the urgency of 
this truth remains very real to this very day. Why is this so?  

Well, for as real as heaven is – so is hell – and those images are graphic, horrid, terrifying. Jesus describes 
those in hell, “…weeping…and gnashing their teeth” as they see the believers enjoying what they have been 
forever shut out of. Isaiah, in our first reading, concluded his entire writing, talking about believers who 24 “… 
will go out and look on the dead bodies of those who rebelled against me; the worms that eat them will not die, 
the fire that burns them will not be quenched, and they will be loathsome to all mankind.” 

This is where that truth, “make every effort to enter through the narrow door” comes into play. As we’ve 
said, it has nothing to do with earning your own way into heaven; it has everything to do with God’s children, 
making every effort to put themselves where Jesus is. In this way, our heavenly teacher can continually point us 
to his sacrifice on the cross that won our forgiveness. In this way, our Gracious Savior can fill us with the life-
giving sacrament he has prepared for us. In this way, the Holy Spirit can equip us to share his Word with as 
many people as we can before the day of opportunity has passed.  

 
This is a good and blessed urgency. For this we “make every effort.” In the Greek, this word is even more 

intense – it’s “agonize” for this we agonize, strive, make every effort. How fitting and timely this is as many 
households are heading “back to school.” What urgency there is for our Seminary and Colleges – to train up the 
next generation of Witnesses for Christ. What urgency there is as students in our Lutheran high schools and 
grade schools make every effort to learn God’s Word from their teachers. Today is the day for all of us, parents, 
grandparents, families, for all our teachers, pastors, students – for all believers grow in God’s grace, in His 
peace and joy, so that we can let that light of the Gospel shine out in our lives, shining brightly on the path, 
showing others the way the leads through that blessed door which is Jesus.  

 
May our Savior, who has blessed us so richly with the peace and joy of sins forgiven and the fullness of his 

love, continue to bless us as we light Jesus’ light shine in all we say and do. Yes, there’s a lot of confusion out 
there, but there is, and always remains, the one Door, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 


