
 

 

►Pastor David Hein accepted our call in 1990 to serve our growing congregation. He was  

installed on February 4,  1990 as our 2nd pastor. St Matthew’s would now be served by two  

pastors for the first time in history.  

►The public examination of the confirmation class was eliminated. Classroom testing and other 

methods of examination were used to determine readiness for confirmation.   

►Monday night services began this year.  Additional Bible classes were added. 

►In 1991 the church office began to use a computer program to record information about all 
our church members. Members were asked to complete a survey with information that was  
entered and saved.  

►Our synod requested a commitment for their special offering called Lift High the Cross (goal of 
$20,000,000). These offerings, synod wide, would be given over a three year period to help out 
the lagging offerings that had brought synod mission expansion to a standstill. 

►At the same time, in November of 1991, St. Matthew’s wanted a commitment from their 
members to give a gift showing their desire to move forward with plans to renovate and build at 
St. Matthew’s.  Materials and commitment forms (for a three year period) were sent to  
members. 

►On April 20, 1992 a groundbreaking was held for connecting the church and school. This 
would provide more space for fellowship after church. 

►On December 6, 1992 we celebrated the 25th anniversary in the Pastoral Ministry and the 
15th anniversary at St. Matthew’s for Pastor Kent Schroeder (ordained in 1967), the 70th  
anniversary of the congregation, plus the dedication of the new Fellowship Center in the  
renovated basement of the church.  

►In 1993 we started using a new hymnal, Christian Worship, and its new liturgies, psalms, and 
hymns. 

►In 1995 Cottage Meetings were held in an effort to provide an avenue of communication with 
all of the members of our congregation in a friendly and relaxed setting and to seek suggestions 
that might be helpful to our congregation.  



 

 

►On May 5th of 1996 a painting entitled The Anointment, mounted above the fireplace, was un-
veiled. This was an original pastel by Bradley J. Parrish. This piece was a gift to the congregation 
by individuals and families who wanted to remember departed loved ones.  

►Pastor David Hein accepted a call to Mt. Lebanon in Milwaukee, WI in 1997. His wife, Becky, 
was a 3rd grade teacher in our school who also needed to be replaced. 

►During the year 1997 St. Matthew’s celebrated their 75th anniversary on four different Sun-
days, all celebrations of God’s grace. May 18th marked the Anniversary Day, June 15th marked 
Family of Faith Day, August 3rd marked Christian Education Day and November 2nd marked 
Reformation Day. Among the guest speakers during this year were alumni of St. Matthew ’s: 
Pastor Arthur Callies, Pastor Mark Smith, Pastor Ronald Hahm, and Pastor Rik Krahn, Prof. Donald 
Sellnow from Northwestern College and our WELS President, Richard Gurgel, also preached. 

►St. Matthew’s learned of a totally unexpected bequest from Julius J. Yulga, a man with no di-
rect connection to the church. Our church became the beneficiary of $78,000 from his estate. 
The Lutheran Pioneers, both boys and girls, each received in excess of $22,000. 

►On September 11, 1998 Pastor David Rothe accepted his call to St. Matthew’s.  He was  
installed on October 18th.  

 

 
St. Matthews Statistical Totals for this decade 1991 - 2000 from Annual Reports 
Baptisms  Confirmations  Marriages  Deaths 

238  287   100  102 


