♦ The year 2011 marked the 90th anniversary of St. Matthew’s Church—”90 Years in God’s Grace”.

♦ Pastor Jonathan Schultz accepted a call back to Canada in 2012. St. Matthew’s then called Pastor Steven Pagels on July
17. He
accepted the call and was installed on October 14, 2012.
♦ On February 17-18 of 2013 the Rodgers new Infinity 361 organ was dedicated - 3 manuals / 5 Divisions / 16’ & 4’ Couplers / 350 total stops at a cost of $90,700.
♦ In January of 2013, the Church Council met to reconsider the building of a new Lutheran Elementary School on the property on Hwy P. This meeting was the beginning of what would come to be known as the “Forward” effort.

♦ In March of 2014 the loft above the Fireside Room was remodeled to create an additional classroom for our growing
school. The room would continue to be used for church meetings and Bible classes.
♦ We extended a call to Dan Feuerstahler as senior Ministry Coordinator. He served from 2014-2019.
♦ EXCERPT from “A Brief History of St. Matthew’s - 1922-2018” (found in our Educational Facility Dedication booklet,
2018)
The years 2014-2016 are remembered for their emphasis on planning, when the members of St. Matthew’s reaffirmed
their commitment to Lutheran Education, added the Early Child Care component to the Long-range plan and decided to
move forward integrating both ministries on a new campus on Brown Street. As ministry plans began to take shape, church
leaders met with City of Oconomowoc officials, civil engineering firms, and architectural firms. The Forward effort received
a huge boost in 2016 when both the Oconomowoc Area School District and the City of Oconomowoc expressed a desire to
purchase parcels of land from St. Matthew’s to help them move ahead with their own building projects adjacent to the
property. This unique partnership sped up the development of infrastructure along Brown Street.
♦ The current Brown Street property, after the sale of separate parts to the City and the School District and the dedication
of land for Schumacher Street, was 19.153 acres.
♦ The Capitol Fundraising Plan in 2015 was called “Forward in Faith”. A Master Facility Plan for the Brown Street property
was created in 2016 that included a church, school and child care center.
♦ Recognizing the need for day care and early childhood education, the church council recommended that an Early Childhood Director be called in 2016. Amber Terry accepted the call as Early Childhood Director. She was a very instrumental
piece in establishing the child care program at First Steps.

♦ Phase 1 of the Forward in Faith campaign began, raising $2 million for the new school and child care center.
♦ St. Matthew’s joined the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program in 2017, beginning with 5 choice students and growing to
34 within
5 years.
♦ September 17, 2017 was the groundbreaking for the new school on Brown Street.

♦ On September 9, 2018 the dedication of St. Matthew's School and First Steps Childcare Center was held. First Steps Child
Care Center officially opened its doors on August 6th with 6 students. St Matthew’s School began on September 4th with
168 students in 3K-8th.
♦ The Congregation voted to call a 3rd pastor as Resident Missionary on November 29, 2018.
♦ Pastor Pagels accepted a call to Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in 2019.
♦ The congregation issued two pastoral calls on May 8th to Pastor Steven Hillmer as Coordinating Pastor (to replace Pastor
Pagels) and Pastor Philip Bigelow as Resident Missionary. Both pastors accepted and were installed on August 18th.
♦ On August 23, 2019 Pastor Kent Schroeder passed away.
♦ Tom Plitzuweit was called as St. Matthew’s school principal on October 16, 2019.
♦ May 2020 - after 28 years as principal of SMLS, Eric Ziel retired to teach full time in the 8th grade.
♦ Thomas Plitzuweit accepted the call to become St. Matthew’s School principal, beginning his new position for the 20202021 school year. He was the first principal called to focus solely on administrative duties. Tom was installed on July 19,
2020.
♦ Online giving was introduced in February 2020. This proved to be God’s perfect timing, as only a few short weeks later, in
-person gatherings stopped due to the COVID pandemic. The COVID pandemic prompted schools to shut down nationwide
in March 2020. St. Matthew’s School went virtual for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. First Steps closed for
about 10 days, but resumed operations with increased safety measures.
♦ Church services moved to virtual from March thru May of 2020, allowing members to watch from home until in-person
services resumed.
♦ The last Ladies Guild meeting was held on January 28, 2021. It was dissolved due to the beginning of SHINE, our new
women’s group for the church.
♦ SHINE, our new ladies group, officially began after the Open Forum at church on January 24, 2021.
♦ May 25 - Generis provided Capitol Campaign consulting service for a new church.
♦ First Steps Child Care Center grew to 96 children in 2021, with waiting lists in all classrooms.
Megan Fury was called as an assistant center director to support the rapid growth at First Steps.
♦ In October 2021, the Forward 2024 Capital Campaign began, focusing on building a church sanctuary, additional classrooms and education spaces for the school on the Brown Street Campus.
♦ In January of 2022, St. Matthew’s began a yearlong 100th Anniversary celebration.
♦ Heather Bigelow was hired to a new position at St. Matthew’s called “Personal Member Ministry Coordinator”.
♦ June 5, 2022 was the groundbreaking celebration for Phase II. (new church and six additional classrooms at school)

♦ On July 17, 2022 the Cornerstones for both the Church (from 1951) and the School (from 1961) were opened. Due to
water damage, the school’s items were damaged beyond repair. The sealed copper box for the church held the
following:
King James Bible
Small Catechism
Blue Lutheran Hymnal
Booklet of St. Matthew’s Constitution
1949 - 17th WELS Convention Proceedings
W WI District 17th Biennial Convention Proceedings from 6/1950
Northwestern Lutheran Magazine from 7/1951
Reports of Church Building Committee and various Brochures
Reports from the Building Fund Committee
List of Choir Members and Organists
A 1951 Calendar
List of Christian Day School and Sunday School Students
Usher Staff
1950 Church Annual Report and Financial
Report
List of 400 Communicant Members
Newspaper Articles of Church Cornerstone
♦ School enrollment quickly grew from 179 in 2019 to 250 in 2022, leaving most classrooms at full capacity.
More teacher assistants were hired to meet the needs of the large class sizes.

♦ God has richly blessed us in all areas of our ministry. Compelled by the Love of Christ, we are moving Forward to share
the Gospel with future generations.
First Steps Child Care grew from 35 in 2018 to 96 in 2021 with a waiting list (over 174% growth in 3 yrs.)
Early Childhood programs grew from 22 in 2017 to 39 in 2021 (over 81% growth in 5 yrs.)
St. Matthew’s School enrollment grew from 129 in 2017 to 231 in 2021 (over 80% growth in 5 yrs.)
St. Matthew’s Church membership grew from 1037 in 2017 to 1270 in 2021 (over 23% growth in 5 yrs.)

St. Matthew’s Statistical Totals for this decade, 2011-2021, from Annual Reports
Baptisms
Confirmations
Marriages
Deaths
108

253

51

115

