
Sermon Text: Proverbs 25:6-7 
Sermon Theme: Be Humble! 
 

Do you know Isaiah Jarvis? If you have watched any of this year’s Little League 
World Series, you may have seen a video of him. While up to bat, Isaiah was hit in the head 
by a pitch. Isaiah eventually made his way down to first base. But, before play resumed, 
Isaiah walked out to the pitcher’s mound, not to start a fight, but to console the pitcher who 
hit him, who was clearly upset that he hit Isaiah. When asked what he said to the pitcher, 
Isaiah replied, “I wanted to go over there and spread God’s love and make sure that he was 
OK, and make sure that he knows that I am OK and that I will be OK.” What a great 
example of a humble young man! 
 

It is so refreshing to see athletes like Isaiah. In a very humble manner, he showed that 
he was more concerned about the pitcher than himself. This week from God’s Word you and 
I receive encouragement to be like Isaiah and many of the other humble ballplayers and 
coaches who are competing in this year’s Little League World Series. Based on the two 
verses from Proverbs 25 that we read earlier, you and I receive the encouragement to BE 
HUMBLE!   
 
 Before we go any farther, there is an important point that I want to make sure we are 
all clear about. You and I are not able to talk about our being humble, until we first hear 
about the humble love of our Savior-God.  
 

God’s Word is clear that far too often you and I allow sinful pride to fill our hearts. 
Far too easily, we find ourselves being selfish in the use of our time, talents and treasures. 
And the Bible teaches you and me that because of those sinful attitudes, which flow out of 
our sinful nature, and so quickly lead to sinful actions, you and I deserve only eternal 
punishment in hell.  
 

But, as you and I spend time in God’s Word, we read the Good News that our Savior, 
Jesus Christ, was willing to humble himself to win the forgiveness of all of your sins and all 
of my sins, including the sin of pride. The Apostle Paul wrote about our humble Savior to 
the Christians living in the city of Philippi. In Philippians chapter 2 we read about Jesus, 
“Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to death—even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (2:6-11).   

 
It is Jesus who lived a perfectly humble life in your place and mine. It is Jesus who 

alone won the forgiveness of all sins. It is God the Holy Spirit who not only created faith in 
your heart and mine to believe that Jesus is the only Savior, but he also uses his Word to 
give you and me the power to live humbly for our Savior-God. Once again allow me to 
quote Paul, this time as he was led by the Holy Spirit to writes to believers living in the city 
of Ephesus, “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used 
to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, 



the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them 
at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and 
thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. But because of his great love for 
us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and 
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages 
he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in 
Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for 
us to do.”   

 
Now, let’s take a few moments to talk about the good work of being humble.  

Echoing what we read in Proverbs 25, Jesus had something to say about this in our Gospel 
Lesson for today, “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of 
honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. If so, the host who 
invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, 
you will have to take the least important place. But when you are invited, take the lowest 
place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ 
Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests. For all those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

 
Giving thanks for the forgiveness of all of our sins through Jesus, it is with a humble 

heart that you and I put the needs of others ahead of our own. Again, in the Gospel Lesson 
that we read earlier, Jesus had something to say about how we can live a humble life. 
“When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, 
your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will 
be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 
and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous.”   

 
The Savior isn’t telling you and me that it is wrong for us to do things with friends, 

family members or neighbors. What he is warning against is doing something nice for 
someone, only because you expect to get something in return. You and I offer a helping 
hand to someone in need, not because we will want to “cash in” a favor at a later date, but 
because we want to say “thank-you” to Jesus who offered up his life as the payment price 
for our sins. With a humble and thankful heart, we offer back to our Lord the best gifts of 
our time, our talents and our treasures that he has blessed us with, not because we are 
looking for the old “pat on the back” from our fellow members or even from God himself, 
but rather as a thank offering that we gladly and willingly return to him. 

  
There is one final, important point to remember as we talk about living as a humble 

Christian. It is found in James chapter 2, “Someone will say, ‘You have faith; I have deeds.’ 
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.” Living as a 
Christian, being humble, is not done as a way to earn our way into heaven. Rather, it is a 
fruit of our God-given gift of faith; a fruit of faith that is pleasing to our Savior-God. As one 
author has written, “The Lord will acknowledge our good deeds…and repay us in his mercy 
and grace. Although there may not be a repayment during this life, such works of love and 



kindness will not be forgotten on the day of the Lord’s return when he says, ‘Whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me’” (see Matthew 25:31ff).   

 
While many in the world today may look down on us for being humble, as Christians 

you and I gladly and willingly listen to what our Savior-God says to us in his Word. The 
Good News of the Gospel is that Jesus, our Savior, won the forgiveness of all of your sins 
and mine. Jesus has set your place and mine at the great banquet table in heaven. Until that 
day when Jesus says it is time to take your seat that table, listen as God’s Word teaches you 
and me about living for our Savior. Giving all thanks and praise to our Savior-God, gladly 
and willingly be humble!  Amen. 


