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In Luke chapter 14, Jesus tells us that following him 

comes at a cost. There is a cross to carry, there are 

things to give up. Yet as Jesus teaches us to properly 

count the cost, we see that it is worth it! 
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Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 
 

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today! It is our prayer that God 

would fill you with His grace and peace as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus. If 

you have questions about St. Matthew’s or would like to speak to one of the pastors, 

please feel free to reach out to us using the contact information on the back cover. 
 

 

 

HARD TRUTH 
“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to 

Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. 

If you expect Jesus to use these final teaching opportunities to share happy thoughts, you 

don’t know him well. With a sense of extreme urgency, Jesus shares truths we need to 

hear, even if we do not want to hear them. As Jesus teaches hard truth, he challenges 

conventional wisdom. He reverses the normal and natural order of things. This should not 

surprise us, considering this Teacher’s life and work are the opposite of what one would 

expect. 

When the truth is hard to hear, the first temptation is to deny it. We cannot do that 

with Jesus’ teaching, for he never lies. When the truth is hard to hear, the second 
temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that with Jesus is to court eternal death. Thus, 

Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take to heart what Jesus says! For his 

Word, though it contains hard truth, gives eternal life. 

 

 

 

 

 
• Young Children: If your child becomes restless and you need a “place of retreat” feel free to 

use the Fireside Area. The service is broadcast on the TV in that area. 
 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 
 

• Thank you for silencing your cell phones prior to worship. 
 

• Large Print Service Folders are available from an usher upon request. 
 

• Watch Worship on TV  View our services on Charter channel 985 on Thursdays at 12:00 PM 

and 7:00 PM or Sundays at 10:00 AM http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php 
 

• Instagram St. Matthew’s is on Instagram.  You can follow us @St.MatthewsOconomowoc. 

http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php
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The Order of Worship for 
 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

September 4, 2022 

 

 

PUT DOWN WHAT YOU LOVE; PICK UP WHAT YOU LOATH 
It is an unavoidable hard truth. Our relationship with Jesus will put us in situations 

where we must decide where love for him ranks compared to love for other people and 

things. And Jesus is not content to be one of many important things in our life; he 

wants to be first. He wants us to follow his Word unwaveringly, even when he asks us 

to do difficult things. As a result, following Jesus will force us to let go of things we 

love and embrace things we would naturally loath.  

Jesus is loving and honest. He doesn’t hide this hard truth! Instead, he tells us up 

front that we must count the cost of following him. That means calculating what we 

might have to give up as his followers. He wants us to do that now, ahead of time, 

rather than waiting until we are in the heat of the moment and emotions are running 

high. However, our calculations should not only consider what we might give up for 

Jesus. They also entail calculating what we get through him! When we perceive the 

infinite blessings we find in Christ, the decisions we must make, while difficult, will 

be clear. Whatever is lost as we follow Jesus pales in comparison to what we gain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SERVICE: SETTING TWO 
You may follow along starting on page 172 in the hymnal. 

 

OPENING HYMN 680:1-2 Baptized into Your Name Most Holy 
 
Stand 

 

We rejoice with Tim & Santasha Hoeft as their son Aiden 

Jerome is baptized during our 8:00am service.  We rejoice with 

Tyler & Britley Diermeier as their daughter, Averie Rayne, is 

baptized during our 10:30 am service. God’s continued blessings 

be with these families!                                                         
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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 

Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 

 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Hymn Response: 680:3-4 Baptized into Your Name Most Holy 

 

The Word 
 

Salutation 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O merciful Lord, you did not spare your only Son but delivered him up for us all. 

Grant us courage and strength to take up the cross and follow him, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

Be seated 
 

First Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
To follow the Lord will always be a blessing – even if it causes people of this world to shun us. 
 

15See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 16For I 

command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to 

keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD 

your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. 
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 17But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away 

to bow down to other gods and worship them, 18I declare to you this day that you will 

certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan 

to enter and possess. 

 19This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set 

before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your 

children may live 20and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and 

hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land 

he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 1A       Blessed Are They 

 

 

 
  

 

Blessed is the one who / does not walk 

    in step with the / wicked 

or stand in the way that / sinners take 

    or sit in the company of / mockers, 

but whose delight is in the law / of the LORD, 

    and who meditates on his law / day and night. 
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That person is like a tree planted by streams of / water, 

    which yields its fruit in / season 

and whose leaf does not / wither— 

    whatever they do / prospers.     Refrain 

  

Not so the / wicked! 

    They are like chaff that the wind / blows away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the / judgment, 

    nor sinners in the assembly of the / righteous.     Refrain 

  

For the LORD watches over the way of the / righteous, 

    but the way of the wicked leads to de- / struction. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.     Refrain 

Text: Lectionary for Mass.   Tune: Michel Guimont.   Setting: Michel Guimont 

Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 
Music: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 

 

Second Reading  Philemon 1,7-21 
The case of the escaped slave, Onesimus, returning to his owner, Philemon, is a perfect example of 

the cost involved in following Jesus. Paul encourages Philemon to free Onesimus and embrace him 

as a brother. 
 

 1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

 To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— 

 7Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have 

refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people. 

 8Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to 

do, 9yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an 

old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10that I appeal to you for my son 

Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains. 11Formerly he was useless to 

you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me. 

 12I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 13I would have liked to 

keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains 
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for the gospel. 14But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any 

favor you do would not seem forced but would be voluntary. 15Perhaps the reason he 

was separated from you for a little while was that you might have him back forever— 
16no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me 

but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord. 

 17So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he 

has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19I, Paul, am writing 

this with my own hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very 

self. 20I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh 

my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you 

will do even more than I ask. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation* John 6:68 

 
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 
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Gospel (Sermon Text) Luke 14:25-35 
Jesus teaches us that truly following him will come at a cost: the need to carry a cross, the need to 

give up everything. Count the cost. 
 

  25Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26“If 

anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers 

and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27And 

whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 

 28“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate 

the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29For if you lay the 

foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 
30saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 

 31“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit 

down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one 

coming against him with twenty thousand? 32If he is not able, he will send a delegation 

while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33In the same 

way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples. 

 34“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35It is fit 

neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. 

  “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 
694 Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 

 

Sermon        Count the Cost of Following Jesus 

             – and you’ll see its worth it! 
 

Pastor Steven Hillmer 

 
 

Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 

Offering and Friendship Cards 
The offering plates will not be passed in the service.  You may place your offering in the basket in the 

entry of church either upon your entry or exit of the service. It is the joy and privilege of the members of 
St. Matthew’s to support the Gospel outreach in the Oconomowoc area and throughout the world. If you 

are visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to participate in the offering. As God’s Word moves your 

heart, know that your offerings will support the spread of the Gospel. We offer several options of electronic 

giving. Visit our website and click on “GIVE” or you can text CARDINALS to 73256. You may give a one-

time gift or set up reoccurring gifts.  

 

At this time, we will watch the September WELS Connection video. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in 

Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 

  

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them 

with a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 
 

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love 

each other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal 

value of keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are 

single, and make them a blessing to others. 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds. 
 

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect 

for those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens 

and to defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to 

all. 
 

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome 

unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus 

has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. [Pour 

out your special blessing on . . . .] Give patience and compassion to all who care for 

the sick and dying. 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our 

prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

617 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 
In Our Prayers: May our gracious Lord be with Evelyn Behrend who will be having 

some test in preparation for an upcoming heart procedure; may our Lord pour his 

blessings upon Karla Woefel’s nephew Jacob who is having cancer surgery on Sept. 7th 
 

Thank you for Serving our Savior and Us 
 This Weekend Next Weekend – September 8, 11, 12 

Ushers 

 

Thursday – Scott Heins 

Early – Joel Watson 

Late – Tony Kobussen 

Monday – No church service 

Thursday – Joel Watson 

Early – Eric Wegner 

Late – Eric Ziel 

Monday – Dennis Jaeger 

Greeters Early –  Sue Kopiness & Beverly 

Kleba 

Late – Michael & Joy Lenz 

Early –  Delores Boehme & Betty Morgan 

Late – Church Picnic 

Organist Linda Smith Lucas Krogmann / Joy Elowski 

Special Music   

Altar Flowers   

Projectionist 

 

Thursday – Dan Shaw 

Early –  John Schuh 

Late – Isaiah Bigelow 

Monday – No church service 

Thursday – Molly Kalma 

Early –  Nick Bode 

Late – Church Picnic 

Monday – Dan Metzger 

Sound/Video 

 

Early – Julia Watson 

Late – Debby Kuklinski 

Early – Kathleen Everson 

Late – Church Picnic 

Livestream Jennifer Manssen Tim Taubenheim 
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Paul’s letter to the Philippians 

A summer with the Apostle Paul. We’ve examined his Trustworthy Sayings to Timothy 

and Titus; and then studied his letter to the Colossians. We are now studying Paul’s letter 

to the Philippians. Join us at 9:30 in the sanctuary. 

 

Sunday Bible Adventures (9:15 – 10:15 a.m.)  

The Fellowship Center (lower level of the church) and the gym will be the home of our 

Sunday Morning Bible Adventures this year for grades PreK4 through 5th grade. We will 

begin the year with an “Open House” held in the gym at 9:15 am on Sunday, September 

18th. (Each Sunday morning from 9:15 to 10:15 am, childcare for children ages 0 to 3 will be 

provided in the nursery room of the Fellowship Center.) 

 

Second Saturday of the Month at 8:00 am 

Men’s Bible Breakfast meets in the Fellowship Center for food and fellowship as we discuss 

“Timely Topics.” Join us each month! 

 

Women in the Word 

Women in the Word bible study will start Thursday September 1 at 8:30 am in the Fireside 

Room.   This bible study will be led by Pastor Bigelow and the topic will be Burden Bearing. 

This Week at St. Matthew’s 
Thursday 8:00 am 

8:30 am 

6:00 pm 

SCRIP Orders Due 

Women in the Word 

Worship Service 

Sunday 8 & 10:30 am 

9:15 am 

 

Worship Service 

Adult Bible Study 

Bible Adventures 

Monday 7:00 pm No Church Service 

Tuesday 6:30 pm 

9:00 pm 

Board of Elders 

Bulletin Materials Due 

Wednesday 10:00 am 
1:30 pm 

5:00 pm 

Shorehaven Service 
Senior Ministry 

Public School Catechism 

Thursday 8:00 am 
8:30 am 

6:00 pm 

SCRIP Orders Due 
Women in the Word 

Communion Service 

Saturday 7:30 am Men’s Bible Breakfast 

Sunday 8:00 am 

10:00 am 

Communion Service 

Church Picnic 

Bible Study Opportunities 
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New Women’s Bible Study Opportunity! 

SHINE Women’s Ministry would like to invite all women of St. Matthew's to join us for a 

“book club” style Bible study of Take Heart- God’s Comfort for Anxious Thoughts by 

Lindsay Hausch. Each week participants will come prepared to discuss a chapter in the book. 

Books can be purchased at a discount price of $10 in the church office. The 

book or e-book can also be purchased through Amazon or another Christian 

book site. This study will be held every Wednesday from 6:30-7:30pm in 

the church fellowship hall, starting on September 14 and ending November 

16. Sign up today at https://bit.ly/SHINEfall2022.  

 

 

Church Doors 

Starting Monday August 29th the outside church doors will remained locked due to LCCA school 

using the Fellowship Center. You will have to use the doorbell to be let into the building. If you are 

planning a stop at the church office, please call ahead to make sure someone is there to let you in.  If 

you have any questions please contact Jennifer Manssen in the church office. 

 

Oconomowoc Homecoming Parade  

St. Matthew’s School and First Steps will be a part of the Oconomowoc Homecoming Parade on 

Friday, September 23.  We will line up for the parade on Oakwood Ave.  Families can arrive at 

4:45 p.m. (parade begins at 5:15 p.m.). All families are invited to join us!  The theme 

this year is “Get Groove On, Ocon.” Wear your tie dye/70’s clothes or St. Matthew’s/First Steps 

shirts.  Please RSVP to Beth Plitzuweit at bplitzuweit@smls.org if you plan on having your family 

walk with us. Please note that there will be no float to ride on.  Small children can ride in strollers 

or wagons. Candy donations are needed!  If you are interested in donating candy for us to hand 

out at the parade please bring bags of candy to the school office by Wed., Sept.21st.  Thank you! 

 

Please join us! 

Come and learn about the Felgenhauer family and their WELS mission work around the world. 

From Wisconsin to Germany (and many other places in between) on to Africa and back to 

Wisconsin again, God has led this family through many challenges and provided them with many 

blessings. Their presentation will focus on Psalm 139, “If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I 

settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me…”. They will teach the group 

an African song and an African game, and we will play some fun trivia to win prizes. Light 

refreshments and beverages will be provided. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Hosts: The SHINE LWMS Team 

 

Blood Drive 

St. Matthew’s will be hosting a fall blood drive on Saturday, September 24th at our 

1650 Brown Street location. This will be in the main entry of the school. We need your blood! The 

blood drive will be held from 7:30 am till 12:30 pm. Please contact Jennifer Manssen (262) 912-

Highlights and Announcements 

https://bit.ly/SHINEfall2022
mailto:bplitzuweit@smls.org
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6350 if you would like to make an appointment. You may also email her and let her know what 

time frame you prefer. Email address is: jmanssen@smls.org. You may also schedule your own 

appointment by following this link https://bit.ly/stmatthewsept2022  

 

Preschool Power Hour Fall Session  

The fall session of PPH begins again on Wednesday, September 14.  Registration information is 

available at www.smls.org under the First Steps drop down menu.  This unique preschool program 

involves children ages 0-4 and their caregivers in a variety of learning activities.  During each one-

hour class the children enjoy a Bible lesson, music, large motor experiences, art exploration and 

centers time.  The cost for nine classes is $20, and the fall session runs from September 14– 

November 9.  Classes are held each Wednesday during that time from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. in the 

Flex Room of First Steps.   

 

Welcome Home Sundays: Sept. 11th & 18th    
You should have received information in the mail about our 

upcoming Welcome Home Sunday on September 11th & 

September 18th. Our goal is to have 100% of the members of St 

Matthew Lutheran Church worship together on these special days. 

Please do everything possible to set that date aside so that we can 

pack the house on those days.  
 

Praise & Proclaim Evangelism Training 

September 30 & October 1, 2022 
 

We are planning a very exciting and first ever Praise and Proclaim training which will build on the 

evangelism emphasis in our adult Bible Study the first part of this year by offering hands-on training, 

evangelism visits to our ‘new’ community surrounding our Brown Street campus, and a digital follow-

up to encourage interested community members to participate in a special Bible Information class.  The 

program will offer in-depth preparation, experience, and encouragement for follow-up.  The program is 

led by Dave Malnes, who leads the Praise and Proclaim program that 

has been given in more than 70 congregations in 23 states.   

 

St. Matthew’s Church Fellowship Center 

Friday, Sept. 30  6:00 – 8:30 p.m. (dinner provided) 

Saturday, Oct. 1. 9:00 – 4:30 p.m.  

(breakfast, lunch, dinner provided) 

Please register at https://welcome.smls.org/events/  

Click the Praise & Proclaim Sign Up button 
 

Acknowledgments 
Setting Two from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 

by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

https://bit.ly/stmatthewsept2022
http://www.smls.org/
https://welcome.smls.org/events/


 16 

PHILIP J. BIGELOW TOM A. PLITZUWEIT 
Pastor   Principal 

pbigelow@smls.org      tplitzuweit@smls.org 

       

STEVEN M. HILLMER AMBER L. TERRY                  
Pastor   First Steps Director 

shillmer@smls.org     aterry@smls.org  

       

DANIEL R. SCHMIDT GEORGE M. ZAFEROS 
Pastor   Business Administrator 

dschmidt@smls.org   gzaferos@smls.org  

      

HEATHER BIGELOW CONNIE ABRAM 
Personal Member Ministry Communication Manager 

hbigelow@smls.org   cabram@smls.org 

      

JENNIFER MANSSEN JULIE NEHR 
Church Office Manager School Admin Assistant 

jmanseen@smls.org   jnehr@smls.org 

 

 


