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Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 
 

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today! It is our prayer that God 

would fill you with His grace and peace as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus. If 

you have questions about St. Matthew’s or would like to speak to one of the pastors, 

please feel free to reach out to us using the contact information on the back cover. 
 

 

 

 

Welcome Home! 
Read through Scripture and count the times it refers to believers as “brothers and 

sisters.” You will reach the triple digits quickly. The Holy Spirit is deliberate with his 

choice of words. If he frequently refers to the Church in those terms, there can be only 

one explanation. He wants us to think of each other as family.  

Scripture teaches that what unites us to our spiritual family is infinitely more 

powerful than any biological bond. While a blood relative may be taken away from us 

by death, we will enjoy the companionship of our spiritual family for all eternity. In 

this worship series, we will look at how our Father knits us together in love and unity 

into a spiritual family. We will see the benefits of being part of this family. In the 

Church, Christ has given us a better home. 

 

 

 

 

 
• Young Children: If your child becomes restless and you need a “place of retreat” feel free to 

use the Fireside Area. The service is broadcast on the TV in that area. 
 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 
 

• Thank you for silencing your cell phones prior to worship. 
 

• Large Print Service Folders are available from an usher upon request. 
 

• Watch Worship on TV  View our services on Charter channel 985 on Thursdays at 12:00 PM 

and 7:00 PM or Sundays at 10:00 AM http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php 
 

• Instagram St. Matthew’s is on Instagram.  You can follow us @St.MatthewsOconomowoc. 

http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php
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The Order of Worship for 
 

Welcome Home Sunday 
 

September 11, 2022 

 
 

Is the church more of a country club or a hospital? Is a Christian community full of 

people who have it all together, whose lives are perfectly in line with God’s will? Or is 

the family of God an assembly of individuals who are all flawed and broken in 

multiple ways? Scripture answers that question. God’s Word tells us everyone within 

the church was at one point deeply lost. What changed that? How were we “found”?  

Amazing grace! God, in his grace, sought us out, called us to faith, adopted us into 

his family, and welcomed us home into his Church. Think of what this means. If the 

church is a collection of people who were lost in their sin, it is unrealistic to think that 

in the church everyone will be a perfect model of righteous behavior. No one is like 

that except Christ! Our salvation is an accomplished fact.  

But our Christian life is going to be one that often takes two steps forward and 

then at least one step back. This is another reason we need Christian community! As a 

loving Christian family, we love one another, forgive one another, proclaim God’s 

forgiveness to one another. And when a brother or sister drifts backs towards lostness, 

we give chase, striving to bring them back home. 
 

 

OPENING HYMN 814 Just as I Am, without One Plea 

 
Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 

God has called us to live as family. Yet, our love for God and for each other is not 

what it should be. Our priorities and choices are often flawed. But the power of God’s 

love enables us to live a new life. Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his 

forgiveness.  
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Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you with all 

my heart. In what I have done and left undone, I have pursued my ways instead 

of your ways. I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself. For this I 

deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. I am truly sorry for my sins. I 

repent of them. I beg for your mercy, O Lord.  
 

Silence for meditation  
 

Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.  

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

 

God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake, God 

forgives our sins and empowers us to be his people. Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and has promised us 

the power to forgive and love each other. In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the 

Lord.  

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the family of believers with your never-failing mercy. 

Bind us together with the bond of your love. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and 

harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading Hosea 3:1-5 

The LORD called Hosea to seek his adulterous wife and love her again. This served as an object lesson, 

showing our God is a God who seeks and redeems those who are lost. 
 
 1The LORD said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved 

by another man and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though 

they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.” 

 2So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of 

barley. 3Then I told her, “You are to live with me many days; you must not be a 

prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will behave the same way toward you.” 

 4For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or 

sacred stones, without ephod or household gods. 5Afterward the Israelites will return 

and seek the LORD their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the 

LORD and to his blessings in the last days. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm of the Day 128A Blest Are All Who Fear the LORD 
Sung by YOUth Praise 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke; Tune: Stephen P. Johnson 

Text: © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 
Tune: © 2002 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 

 
Second Reading 2 Corinthians 2:5-11 

A member of the church at Corinth had been lost in sin, but through loving church discipline, had been 

moved to repent. Paul encourages the members to lovingly welcome him back. 
  

 5If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of 

you to some extent—not to put it too severely. 6The punishment inflicted on him by 

the majority is sufficient. 7Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that 

he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm 

your love for him. 9Another reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test 

and be obedient in everything. 10Anyone you forgive, I also forgive. And what I have 

forgiven—if there was anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for 

your sake, 11in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his 

schemes. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Luke 15:10 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 

 

Gospel (Sermon Text) Luke 15:1-10 

Through two parables, Jesus rebukes those who consider themselves already found and not in need of 

repentance. 
 

1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats 

with them.” 

 3Then Jesus told them this parable: 4“Suppose one of you has a 

hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-

nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds 

it? 5And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6and 

goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and 

says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7I tell you 

that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over 

one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons 

who do not need to repent. 
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 8“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, 

sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9And when she finds it, she 

calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my 

lost coin.’ 10In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels 

of God over one sinner who repents.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Hymn 576 Amazing Grace 

 
Sermon        The Relentless Love for the Lost 
  Pastor Philip Bigelow 

 

 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

Offering and Friendship Cards 
Offerings may be placed in the basket in the entry of church either upon your entry or exit of the service. It 
is the joy and privilege of the members of St. Matthew’s to support the Gospel outreach in the Oconomowoc 

area and throughout the world. If you are visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to participate in the 

offering. As God’s Word moves your heart, know that your offerings will support the spread of the Gospel. We 
offer several options of electronic giving. Visit our website and click on “GIVE” or you can text CARDINALS 

to 73256. You may give a one-time gift or set up reoccurring gifts. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

The Sacrament 
 

Preface CW page 165 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 

shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 

the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 
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We celebrate the Lord’s Supper today.  In his Word, God makes it clear that Holy Communion is to 

be shared by people who proclaim a common faith (1 Corinthians 11:26; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17).  

Without judging anyone’s hearts, we invite those who share in our confession by their membership in our 

congregation or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or the 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) and who are properly prepared (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) to receive 

the Sacrament.  See page 295 in the front of Christian Worship for a guide for preparation. Guests, please 

speak with one of the pastors about instruction in our Christian faith and this Sacrament so you will be 

ready to partake of this wonderful meal in full unity with us after that instruction. Thank you for respecting 

the way we celebrate the Lord's Supper.  
 

Distribution – Communion distribution procedures will be announced by the Pastor. Please follow the 

direction of the ushers. Cups of non-alcoholic wine (light in color) are in the center of each tray. 

 

 

Distribution Hymn 676 Take and Eat 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 

Personal Prayer after communion: Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for 

nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood. You have 

given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you 

as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory. 
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Prayer 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn 731 Oh, How Good It Is 
YOUth Praise will sing 1 and 2; Congregation joins in vs. 3. 

 
 

Thank you for Serving our Savior and Us 
 This Weekend Next Weekend – September 15, 18, 19 

Ushers 

 

Thursday – Joel Watson 

Early – Eric Wegner 

Late – Eric Ziel 

Monday – Dennis Jaeger 

Thursday – Rick Pantazon 

Early – Tim Taubenheim 

Late – Kyle Bode 

Monday – Jeff Andrae 

Greeters Early –  Delores Boehme & Betty 

Morgan 

Late – Church Picnic 

Early – Myron & Darlene Sankey 

Late – Dan & Julie Degner 

Organist Lucas Krogmann / Joy Elowski Jenny Hillmer 

Special Music YOUth Praise Grades 7 & 8, Emily Knoelke & Megan 

Bode 

Altar Flowers  Greg & Debbie Thurow – 50th Anniversary 

Projectionist 

 

Thursday – Molly Kalma 

Early –  Nick Bode 

Late – Church Picnic 

Monday – Dan Metzger 

Thursday – Dan Shaw 

Early – Sam Splinter 

Late – Dylan Reimer 

Monday – Evelyn Loppnow 

Sound/Video 

 

Early – Kathleen Everson 

Late – Church Picnic 

Early – Juli Natzke 

Late – Kathy Goggins 

Livestream Tim Taubenheim Jason Cox 
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Paul’s letter to the Philippians 

A summer with the Apostle Paul. We’ve examined his Trustworthy Sayings to 

Timothy and Titus; and then studied his letter to the Colossians. We are currently 

studying Paul’s letter to the Philippians. Join us at 9:30 in the sanctuary. 
 

Women in the Word 

Women in the Word Bible study has started.  They meet at 8:30 am in the Fireside Room.   

This bible study will be led by Pastor Bigelow and the topic will be Burden Bearing. 
 

Summer Sunday Bible School and Child Care Starting (9:15 – 10:15 a.m.)  

While adults get recharged in God’s word during Bible class, there are options for the 

children too. Children ages 4–12 will meet in church fellowship center for a devotion, 

activity and then some playtime outside.  Children ages 3 and under will meet in the 

nursery room in the church fellowship center. 

This Week at St. Matthew’s 
Thursday 8:00 am 

8:30 am 

6:00 pm 

SCRIP Orders Due 

Women in the Word 

Communion Service 

Saturday 7:30 am Men’s Bible Breakfast 

Sunday 8:00 am 

10:00 am 

Communion Service 

Church Picnic 

Monday 9:30 am 
5:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

7:00 pm 

Pastors Circuit meeting 
First Steps Staff meeting 

Board of Education 

Communion Service 

Tuesday 6:30 pm 

7:00 pm  

9:00 pm 

Board of Outreach 

Board of Stewardship 

Bulletin materials due 

Wednesday 9:00 am 
10:00 am 

5:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

Preschool Power Hour 
Shorehaven Service 

Public School Catechism 

Shine Bible study 

Thursday 8:00 am 

8:30 am 

6:00 pm 

SCRIP Orders Due 

Women in the Word 

Worship Service 

Friday 5:30 pm Early Childhood Family Night 

Sunday 8 & 10:30 am 

9:15 am 

 
1:00 pm 

Worship Service 

Adult Bible Study 

Bible Adventures 
Felgenhauer Family presentation 

Bible Study Opportunities 
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Second Saturday of the Month at 8:00 am 

Men’s Bible Breakfast meets in the Fellowship Center for food and fellowship as we discuss 

“Timely Topics.” Join us each month! 

 

Bible Information Class 

Pastor Hillmer will be starting a new Bible Information Class on Sunday, September 18.  It 

will meet in the Sanctuary following the late service. If you are looking to learn more about 

the Scriptures or to simply take a review of Christian Doctrine, this the class for you. If you 

are interested, please let Pastor Hillmer know. 

 

 

 

 

Church Doors 

Starting Monday August 29th the outside church doors will remained locked due to LCCA 

school using the Fellowship Center. You will have to use the doorbell to be let into the building. 

If you are planning a stop at the church office, please call ahead to make sure someone is there 

to let you in.  If you have any questions please contact Jennifer Manssen in the church office. 

 

Oconomowoc Homecoming Parade  

St. Matthew’s School and First Steps will be a part of the Oconomowoc Homecoming Parade 

on Friday, September 23.  We will line up for the parade on Oakwood Ave.  Families can 

arrive at 4:45 p.m. (parade begins at 5:15 p.m.). All families are invited to join us!  The theme 

this year is “Get Groove On, Ocon.” Wear your tie dye/70’s clothes or St. Matthew’s/First 

Steps shirts.  Please RSVP to Beth Plitzuweit at bplitzuweit@smls.org if you plan on having 

your family walk with us. Please note that there will be no float to ride on.  Small children can 

ride in strollers or wagons. Candy donations are needed!  If you are interested in donating 

candy for us to hand out at the parade please bring bags of candy to the school office by 

Wednesday, September 21st.  Thank you! 

 

Blood Drive 

St. Matthew’s will be hosting a fall blood drive on Saturday, September 24th  at our 

1650 Brown Street location. This will be in the main entry of the school. We need your blood! 

The blood drive will be held from 7:30 am till 12:30 pm. Please contact Jennifer Manssen 

(262) 912-6350 if you would like to make an appointment. You may also email her and let her 

know what time frame you prefer. Email address is: jmanssen@smls.org. You may also 

schedule your own appointment by following this link https://bit.ly/stmatthewsept2022  

 

Highlights and Announcements 

mailto:bplitzuweit@smls.org
https://bit.ly/stmatthewsept2022
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Preschool Power Hour Fall Session  

The fall session of PPH begins again on Wednesday, September 14.  Registration information 

is available at www.smls.org under the First Steps drop down menu.  This unique preschool 

program involves children ages 0-4 and their caregivers in a variety of learning 

activities.  During each one-hour class the children enjoy a Bible lesson, music, large motor 

experiences, art exploration and centers time.  The cost for nine classes is $20, and the fall 

session runs from September 14– November 9.  Classes are held each Wednesday during that 

time from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. in the Flex Room of First Steps.   
 

OWLS 

WOOHOO!? No, no it's HOOT! HOOT!  The OWLS meetings are back after the summer 

break!  Join us as the 2022-23 season starts on September 20 at St John's in Juneau.  Rev. Jeffrey 

Mahnke will be there to explain how the WELS goal of "100 Missions in Ten Years" can 

happen.  As always, refreshments and socializing will follow.  Meetings begin at 1:30, last about 

two hours, and are wheelchair accessible.   Aleda Brensel, Beth Preuss, Carl and Arlene Satorius, 

Paul Manssen, and Pat Porter are members.  If you'd like directions to St. John's, more information, 

or maybe a ride, feel free to contact one of them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

http://www.smls.org/
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Praise & Proclaim Evangelism Training 

September 30 & October 1, 2022 
 

We are planning a very exciting and first ever Praise and Proclaim training which 

will build on the evangelism emphasis in our adult Bible Study the first part of this 

year by offering hands-on training, evangelism visits to our ‘new’ community 

surrounding our Brown Street campus, and a digital follow-up to encourage interested 

community members to participate in a special Bible Information class.  The program 

will offer in-depth preparation, experience, and encouragement for follow-up.  The 

program is led by Dave Malnes, who leads the Praise and Proclaim program that has 

been given in more than 70 congregations in 23 states.   

 

St. Matthew’s Church Fellowship Center 

Friday, Sept. 30  6:00 – 8:30 p.m. (dinner provided) 

Saturday, Oct. 1. 9:00 – 4:30 p.m. (breakfast, lunch, dinner provided) 

Please register at https://welcome.smls.org/events/  

(click the Praise & Proclaim Sign Up button) 
 

 

 

 

 

  

https://welcome.smls.org/events/
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WELS World Mission Presentation 

Sunday, September 18 – 1:00pm  
 

“Even There Your Hand Will Guide Me” 

by the Felgenhauer Family 
 

Come and learn about the Felgenhauer family and their WELS mission 

work around the world. From Wisconsin to Germany (and many other 

places in between) on to Africa and back to Wisconsin again, God has led 

this family through many challenges and provided them with many 

blessings. Their presentation will focus on Psalm 139, “If I rise on the 

wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your 

hand will guide me…”. They will teach the group an African song and an 

African game, and we will play some fun trivia to win prizes. Light 

refreshments and beverages will be provided.  

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Hosts: The SHINE LWMS Team 
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