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Count the Cost of Following Jesus - and you’ll see that it’s Worth it! 
 
In the name of our Savior Jesus, who graciously invites us to Come and follow him. 
 

There’s an illustration in our text, that is pretty current with our situation here at St. Matthew’s. If you 
haven’t been past our Brown St. location recently, I’d like to share a few pictures of the construction. On the 
classroom end, the floor has been poured and the walls are going up. On the church end, the footings have been 
poured, the underground piping, plumbing, electrical has been set, rebar is down AND, as of Thursday morning, 
the cement floor is being poured! It would be a shame if we had to suddenly stop work, because we ran out of 
money. What an embarrassment it would be if the bare walls just sat there with no roof, if the groundwork 
became overrun with weeds. We’d be the laughingstock of the community! “They didn’t count the cost! Fools!” 
Thankfully that’s not the case; we are able to pay the workers to keep coming back each day. 

In the Gospel from Luke, we see that once again large crowds are following Jesus as he makes his way 
closer to Jerusalem. They are listening, watching, observing, trying to digest these “hard teachings.” Today 
Jesus challenges them, asking them to examine their hearts as to how far are they willing to follow him? Have 
they counted the cost? Is it really worth it? 

Jesus’ challenge is a good one for each of us too. Have we counted the cost recently of what it means to be a 
disciple of Jesus? Are there times we think the cost is too great, the challenge too hard… that it would be easier 
to just walk away? Perhaps we might not admit it out loud here in church, but no doubt that little voice in our 
heads isn’t always so little or quiet, telling us that it isn’t worth it. Thankfully that voice isn’t the only one 
calling to us. Our Savior graciously speaks up, not only empowering us to follow him, but to confidently count 
the cost as we journey forward, knowing that it’s worth it. 
 
1. Following Jesus – comes at great cost 

Following Jesus comes at a cost, as Jesus’ illustrations clearly point out. 1) 26 “If anyone comes to me and 
does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he 
cannot be my disciple. 2) 27 Anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 3) Then 
there’s the tower builder… if he only lays the foundation but doesn’t finish… everyone ridicules him! 4) Then a 
King with an army ½ the size of his enemy; does he go to war, or ask for peace? 5) Finally, Jesus says, “33 In 
the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.” 

How striking that Jesus uses the word “HATE” in the first illustration. This is not in a malicious, evil-
minded sense, but in the sense of renouncing whatever contradicts Christ or prevents us from following Jesus. 
Hate is the correct word, not just dislike or disapprove…  A person may love his mother as a mother, yet at the 
same time hate his mother as one who stands in the way of discipleship. Jesus did this exact thing when he 
designated his disciple Peter in Matthew 16:23 as “Satan” for Peter was standing in the way of Jesus going to 
the cross.  

Speaking of the cross, Jesus says we all will have a cross, not the cross he died upon to save sinners. It’s a 
cross we carry because we side with our Savior and that will come with opposition and mockery from others. 
That’s a cross we must be ready to bear. In the same way, our own sinful nature which constantly tries to pull us 
away from God – against this we must struggle each day to live according to his Word, not according to our 
sinful desires. It’s a cross we must be ready to bear; if not Jesus says you cannot be my disciple.  

The costs of discipleship are great. It’s far more than just having enough money to build a tower or having 
enough men to go to war with…  Being Jesus’ disciple is no half-hearted matter. Jesus never said, “Love the 
Lord your God with ½ your heart, ½ your mind… nor did he say, “You are truly my disciples if you hold to ½ 
of my teachings (John 8:31)… Neither did he command us to obey ½ of the commandments… or say, “Worship 
the Lord your God ½ the time and serve him ½ the time – the other times you can do as you please. The cost of 
discipleship doesn’t go on sale 50% off. There is no discounted family rate, for ourselves or our children. 

This challenge – to count the cost – applies to each and every one us. No follower of Jesus exempt. Do we 
love the Lord above all else, or do we love _(sports, children, money… )__ sometimes just a bit more? Are you 
willing to stand with your Savior, even as a friend or family member adamantly lives contrary to the Scriptures?  
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When you weigh all these things in the mix, the cost of following our Savior is incredibly high, dare we 
even say, too high? What’s really Jesus’ goal here? He wants us to realize something very critical: being a 
follower of Jesus is not a mere outward formality… it’s not just having your name on the church roster… it’s 
more than just “whenever you can fit a little Jesus into our overly busy schedules.” In fact, when you boil it 
down, you and I don’t have what it takes to be the perfect disciple and follower of our Savior – but you know 
what we do have – we have our Savior.  

Before we toss our hands in the air and shout, “I quit,” listen to Jesus who promises to supply all that we 
need to be his disciple and follower, to build the tower of life as a Christian and to win the crown of victory 
against sin and temptation. We see this promise being fulfilled even in the very simple and yet profound 
opening words of the Gospel, “Large crowds were traveling with Jesus… 
 
2. Following Jesus - has the greatest worth 

Did you hear our Savior’s promise? It’s there in one word – traveling. When you travel, you have a starting 
point and an ending point. On Saturday, we’re traveling up to MLC to watch one of our sons play football, and 
visit our other son and his wife. Then we’ll travel back. There’s a starting point, an ending point; a goal, a 
reason, a purpose. We’ve counted the cost… of gas, of food, of time – and didn’t bat an eye – because it’s worth 
it. 

Luke tells us Jesus was traveling – that means he had a starting point, and an ending point; he had a purpose, 
a reason, a goal in mind. His starting point wasn’t Nazareth some 30 years prior… it was his glorious throne in 
heaven. It began in eternity as he weighed out all the costs… leaving his throne in heaven, being born in a lowly 
humble stable, growing up in this world of sin, being subject to all of God’s laws, just as we are, being tempted 
day in and day out. He knew that large curious crowds would follow him and yet when they really started to use 
their ears to listen and take to heart his message, – he knew they would walk away. He knew, even as he chose 
his 12 disciples, that one of them would be his betrayer and that all of them would deny and forsake him – right 
as his travels were reaching their hardest point. He would have to go it alone, completely alone, being forsaken 
by his Heavenly Father as he hung in anguish and agony the likes of which none of us cannot never fully know.  

Jesus was traveling, intentionally traveling, to keep his promise. Was it going to be worth it? – as he saw 
people counting what it was going to cost them, and in their selfish human reason, coming to the conclusion that 
Jesus wasn’t really worth all the hype. Was it worth it? You and I already know Jesus’ answer – it was “Yes!” 

 
Yes – it was all worth it, because Jesus knew that his traveling journeys would not end at the cross or in that 

tomb. Yes – it was all worth it, because he knew his blood on the cross was the only way to defeat the power of 
sin, death and Satan. Jesus knew that his labors would not be in vain for the Holy Spirit would come and by the 
power of the Gospel, he would create faith in the hearts of people to rise up and follow. And through the same 
Gospel, God would continue strengthening their faith, emboldening them to follow Jesus, no matter the cost.  

Yes – it was worth it to Jesus, because as he weighed all things, as he considered the great costs – he still 
came to the conclusion that you were worth it – and that’s an incredibly powerful truth, isn’t it? Considering 
how we have wavered, how we have strayed, Jesus made that journey, he traveled from heaven, to earth, and 
back again – so that you and I would have the sure hope, and knowledge and understanding that following Jesus 
is truly worth it. No matter what it may cost in the short term, by God’s grace we see that the ending goal of 
Jesus’ journey – will also be the ending goal of our journey… and that puts all the various trials that we face 
during our travels here – into the proper perspective. 

 
May our gracious Lord, who deems us worth it, continue to strengthen us through his powerful Gospel, that 

as we count the cost, as we endure those crosses – we may see with ever clearer vision – that following Jesus is 
always worth it. Amen.  
 

 


