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In Luke chapter 18, Jesus teaches us that what is 

impossible with man is possible with God. That is why 

we are totally dependent on him. 
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Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 
 

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today! It is our prayer that God 

would fill you with His grace and peace as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus. If 

you have questions about St. Matthew’s or would like to speak to one of the pastors, 

please feel free to reach out to us using the contact information on the back cover. 
 

 

 

LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH 
We sometimes use the word faith very casually. “You got to have faith.” “Keep 

the faith.” “Make a leap of faith.” As Jesus' journey to Jerusalem nears its conclusion, 

he begins to talk about faith in ways that are anything but casual. He says profound 

things about the power of faith: “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can 

say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you” 

(Luke 17:6). Or “Your faith has made you well” (Luke 17:19). In thinking about his 

second coming, Christ wistfully wonders, “When the Son of Man comes, will he find 

faith on the earth?” 

 

Jesus’ words are serious and compelling. They 

force us to consider what true, saving faith is. They 

make us ask if we have such faith. But most of all, 

Jesus’ words move us to run to our God and beg 

him for more of it. Lord, increase our faith! 

 

 

 

 
• Young Children: If your child becomes restless and you need a “place of retreat” feel free to 

use the Fireside Area. The service is broadcast on the TV in that area. 
 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 
 

• Thank you for silencing your cell phones prior to worship. 
 

• Large Print Service Folders are available from an usher upon request. 
 

• Watch Worship on TV  View our services on Charter channel 985 on Thursdays at 12:00 PM 

and 7:00 PM or Sundays at 10:00 AM http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php 
 

• Instagram St. Matthew’s is on Instagram.  You can follow us @St.MatthewsOconomowoc. 

http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php
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The Order of Worship for 
 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

October 23, 2022 

 

 

FAITH DEMONSTRATED THROUGH TOTAL DEPENDENCE 
Last week we heard Jesus ask, “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the 

earth?” (Luke 18:8). It might be easy to assume that any decrease in faith we observe in 

the world corresponds with an increase in secularism and disdain for God’s Word. That 

type of unbelief certainly can be observed in our world.  

Today we see there is another type of unbelief, a type that looks upright and moral. 

The absence of the faith isn’t always complete and total rejection of God or the Bible or 

even Jesus. It is possible for someone to have respect for Scripture and Christ, yet 
ultimately trust in his own goodness when it comes to his relationship with God.  

It is natural for us to want to believe that our relationship with God revolves around 

our obedience to his commands. We desperately desire to believe that, if we just apply the 

right spiritual advice and effort, we can earn God’s approval and eternal inheritance. This, 

too, is unbelief. This week Jesus uses God’s law for its chief purpose: to expose sin and 

crush our natural pride. In Christ’s hands God’s law is a powerful tool used to shape in us  

the faith he seeks—one totally dependent on God to do what only he can do. 

 

 

THE SERVICE: SETTING TWO 
You may follow along starting on page 172 in the hymnal. 

 

 

HYMN 619:1-2 Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him 
 

 

Stand 
 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 

HYMN 619:3-4 Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him 
Thursday, Sunday 8:00; Monday 

 

 

Anthem Blessings 
Sunday 10:30am Rejoice 
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The Word 
 

Salutation 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Lord, keep your household, the church, in continual godliness, and set us free from all 

adversities that, under your protection, we may serve you with true devotion and holy 

deeds; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 

First Reading Deuteronomy 10:12-22 

Moses reminds the Israelites of the true blessing that it is to be totally dependent on God’s grace. 
 

12And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your 

God, to walk in obedience to him, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul, 13and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees that I am 

giving you today for your own good? 

 14To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and 

everything in it. 15Yet the LORD set his affection on your ancestors and loved them, and he 

chose you, their descendants, above all the nations—as it is today. 16Circumcise your 

hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer. 17For the LORD your God is God 

of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality 

and accepts no bribes. 18He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves 

the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothing. 19And you are to love 

those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners in Egypt. 20Fear the LORD 

your God and serve him. Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name. 21He is the one 

you praise; he is your God, who performed for you those great and awesome wonders you 

saw with your own eyes. 22Your ancestors who went down into Egypt were seventy in all, 

and now the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 90A      Fill Us with Your Love, O Lord 

 

 

 
  

Lord, you have been our / dwelling place 

    throughout all gener- / ations. 

        Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the / whole world, 

            from everlasting to everlasting / you are God.  
  

You turn people / back to dust, 

    saying, “Return to dust, you / mortals.” 

        A thousand years in your sight are like a day that has / just gone by, 

            or like a watch / in the night.   Refrain 
  

Teach us to number / our days, 

    that we may gain a heart of / wisdom. 

        May the favor of the Lord our God / rest on us; 

            establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish the work / of our hands. 
  

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

        as it was in the be- / ginning, 

            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text, Tune, Setting: Mark Haas, alt. 
Text and music: © 2015 Mark Haas. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 
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Second Reading 1 John 2:15-17 
St. John encourages us to love and depend on our heavenly Father, not the world. 
 

 15Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for 

the Father is not in them. 16For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust 

of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17The 

world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 22:37 

 

 
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 
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Gospel (Sermon Text) Luke 18:18-30 
What is impossible with man, is possible with God. That is why we are totally dependent on him. 
 

  18A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

 19“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 
20You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, 

you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’” 

 21“All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 

 22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you 

have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

 23When he heard this, he became very sad, because he 

was very wealthy. 24Jesus looked at him and said, “How 

hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 
25Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom 

of God.” 

 26Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” 

 27Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 

 28Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!” 

 29“Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or brothers 

or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30will fail to receive 

many times as much in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
717 What Is the World to Me 

 

Sermon Are All the Boxes Checked? 
Pastor Philip Bigelow 

 

 

 

Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

Offering and Friendship Cards 
The offering plates will not be passed in the service.  You may place your offering in the basket in the 

entry of church either upon your entry or exit of the service. It is the joy and privilege of the members of 

St. Matthew’s to support the Gospel outreach in the Oconomowoc area and throughout the world. If you 
are visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to participate in the offering. As God’s Word moves your 

heart, know that your offerings will support the spread of the Gospel. We offer several options of electronic 

giving. Visit our website and click on “GIVE” or you can text CARDINALS to 73256. You may give a one-
time gift or set up reoccurring gifts.  

 

At this time, we will watch the Century Celebration video for the 2000’s. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day 

after day. 
We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 
 

You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the 

temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 

everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.  
 

Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, 

terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. 

Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.  

Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and 

comfort all who are old and infirm. 
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Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government 

and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful 

vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 

Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be 

peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or 

disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear 

us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and 

offerings, and use them to your glory. 

We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your 

sight. Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Anthem (8:00am) Blessings 
 Rejoice 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

817:1 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart 

 
In Our Prayers: May our gracious Lord bless and keep Evan Rennicke who had 

multiple surgeries on Thursday relating to a brain tumor that was discovered; may he bless 

Evan’s recovery as he remains hospitalized these next 3 weeks. 
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Thank you for Serving our Savior and Us 
 This Weekend Next Weekend – October 27, 30, 31 

Ushers 

 

Thursday – Scott Heins 

Early – Joel Watson 

Late – Tony Kobussen 

Monday – Dennis Jaeger 

Thursday – Rick Pantazon 

Early – Eric Wegner 

Late – Eric Ziel 

Monday – Jeff Andrae 

Greeters Early –  Pastor & Thekla Schneider 

Late –  

Early –  Inez Mallow & Betty Morgan 

Late – Toby & Amy Brandenstein 

Organist Tracy Schmidt Lucas Krogmann / Char Bouche 

Special Music Rejoice!  

Altar Flowers Jim & Linda Darkow – Amanda 

Magnus Birthday 

 

Projectionist 

 

Thursday – Grace Heins 

Early –  Sam Splinter 

Late – Kendra Lauersdorf 

Monday – Dan Metzter 

Thursday – Molly Kalma 

Early –  Lily Small 

Late – Dylan Reimer 

Monday – Blake Kreutzman 

Sound/Video 

 

Early – Julia Watson 

Late – Vickie Bence 

Early – Juli Natzke 

Late – David Schoenike 

Livestream Tim Taubenheim Jason Cox 

This Week at St. Matthew’s 
Thursday 8:00 am 

8:30 am 

6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

8:00 pm 

SCRIP Orders Due 

Women in the Word 

Worship Service 
Choir 

Church Council 

Rejoice! 

Saturday 8:30 am LWMS Fall Rally 

Sunday 8 & 10:30 am 

9:15 am 

 
12:15 pm 

Worship Service 

Christian Life Resources Presentation 

Bible Adventures 
BIC Class 

Monday 7:00 pm Worship Service 

Tuesday 6:30 pm 
9:00 pm 

LBP / LGP 
Bulletin Materials Due 

Wednesday 9:00 am 

10:00 am 
5:00 pm 

6:30 pm 

Preschool Power Hour 

Shorehaven Service 
Public School Catechism 

SHINE Bible Study 

Thursday 8:00 am 
8:30 am 

6:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

SCRIP Orders Due 
Women in the Word 

Communion Service 

Choir 
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Sunday Adult Bible Study @ 9:15am 

Join us here in the sanctuary at 9:15 for Bible Study.  Starting in November, Pastor Hillmer 

will begin a study entitled “10 Lies About God”.  Join us each week! 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Adventures and Child Care Starting (9:15 – 10:15 a.m.)  

The Fellowship Center (lower level of the church) and the gym is the home of our Sunday 

Morning Bible Adventures this year. (Each Sunday morning from 9:15 to 10:15 am, childcare 

for children ages 0 to 3 will be provided in the nursery room of the Fellowship Center). 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

SHINE Women’s Ministry invites all women of St. Matthew's to join them for a “book club” 

style Bible study of Take Heart- God’s Comfort for Anxious Thoughts by Lindsay Hausch. 

Each week participants will come prepared to discuss a chapter in the book. Books may be 

purchased at a discount price of $10 in the church office. The book or e-book can also be 

purchased through Amazon or another Christian book site. This study will be held every 

Wednesday from 6:30-7:30pm in the church fireside room, starting on September 14th and 

ending November 16th.  

 

Women in the Word 

Women in the Word bible study began on Thursday, September 1st. The class meets at 8:30 am 

in the Fireside Room. This bible study, led by Pastor Bigelow, is called Burden Bearing. 

 

Second Saturday of the Month at 7:30 am 

Men’s Bible Breakfast meets in the Fellowship Center for food and fellowship as we discuss 

God’s Word together. Join us each month! 

 

NEW Bible Information Class 

Pastor Hillmer is leading a class @ School in the Conference Room at 12:15pm on Sundays. If 

you are looking to learn more about the Scriptures or to simply take a review of Christian 

Doctrine, this the class for you. If you are interested, please let Pastor Hillmer know. Pastor 

Bigelow will also be starting a new class soon too. 

8:00 pm Rejoice! 

Saturday 9:00 am 

10:00 am 

Food Drive at 818 Campus 

Trunk or Treat 

Sunday 8 & 10:30 am 
9:15 am 

12:15pm 

Communion Service 
OPEN FORUM 

BIC Class 

Bible Study Opportunities 
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Bell Choir 

New season, new director, new opportunities to praise, ring, and serve!  Here is YOUR 

invitation for joining the Handbell Choir!  Common myths:  It’s only for women. FALSE. It’s 

only for people who read music. FALSE. I can’t do it because I haven’t done it before. 

FALSE! We are looking for more people to join the Handbell Choir. Thank you for 

considering this opportunity to serve in a very special way!  Contact Linda Smith by phone or 

text at 734-604-2209 or at DSLL@comcast.net with your interest or questions. 

 

Preschool Power Hour Fall Session  

The fall session of PPH begins again on Wednesday, September 14.  Registration information 

is available at www.smls.org under the First Steps drop down menu.  This unique preschool 

program involves children ages 0-4 and their caregivers in a variety of learning 

activities.  During each one-hour class the children enjoy a Bible lesson, music, large motor 

experiences, art exploration and centers time.  The cost for nine classes is $20, and the fall 

session runs from September 14– November 9.  Classes are held each Wednesday during that 

time from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. in the Flex Room of First Steps.   

 

Shepherd’s Staff 

The FOCUS ministry of Shepherd’s Staff will be hosting a one hour presentation on grief and 

loss, presented by Sarah Reik LPC of WCLFS- Christian Family Solutions on November 12th 

at 1 pm at St. Matthews church. 

FOCUS ministry is an acronym for Friends Offering Christ-centered Understanding and 

Support.  Our purpose is to be able to walk along with members and their families in the 

affirmation of their faith when they have experienced the loss of a loved one. If you are 

interested in participating in our ministry, no special skill set is required, just a willingness to 

be a friend to someone experiencing loss. Please feel free to contact me if you have further 

questions. Beth Knoelke (bknoelke@gmail.com or 262-490-3691) 

 

Open Forum 

Save the Date – our next Open Forum will be October 30th between 

services on Sunday. Our leaders will share updates regarding the 

sale of our 818 Campus, the transition to worshiping in the gym on 

Brown Street, and updates on construction.  All are welcome! 

 

Trunk or Treat 

We are looking for volunteers and donations for our Trunk or Treat on October 29th 10am-

12pm at the Brown Street Campus.  Visit smls.org-events for more information. 

 

Highlights and Announcements 

mailto:DSLL@comcast.net
http://www.smls.org/
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Calling Everyone to Volunteer Their TIME and TALENTS 

Our construction is moving along well and we will need lots of help to keep it moving 

smoothly.  Volunteers are needed NOW with increasing needs as the days and weeks pass.  

Consider volunteering in whatever way you can.  Help will be needed days, evenings, and 

weekends depending on the project.   

For online sign up see the QR code below but it will also be in the red pew 

folders at church.  You can either scan it there or take a copy with you.  

Other options include this link:  https://bit.ly/SMLconstruction , filling out a 

form located in the Fellowship center, or contacting Debby Kuklinski (414-

520-6642 or deborahkuklinski@gmail.com) 

 

Honoring our Veterans  

On Friday, November 11th, St. Matthew’s School would love to have any military veterans 

from our Church or School family come to a special chapel service and breakfast on the 

Brown Street campus. Our chapel that morning will be led by Pastor Vannieuwenhoven, and 

that starts at 7:50 in the school gym. We would love to worship with you for this special 

chapel service. Following chapel, our veterans are invited to a special breakfast and coffee 

hour in the school foyer. 

If you are able to join us, please register with Principal Plitzuweit at tplitzuweit@smls.org or 

by calling the school office 262-912-6364 during regular school hours. Thank you for your 

service! 

 

Mission Journeys 

We have an exciting new Mission Journeys opportunity at Citrus Grove Lutheran Church in 

Wesley Chapel, Florida.  They are looking for 4-6 people to help with Christmas outreach 

opportunities in early December (tentatively December 2-5).  This mission trip will provide a 

new perspective on reaching out to others with the gospel, provide training in outreach, and 

increase your confidence in sharing Christ.  Our Houston, Texas Mission Journeys team had a 

great time last November!  If you would like to learn to share your faith with others and 

wouldn’t mind enjoying Florida weather in the middle of a Wisconsin winter, then contact 

Pastor Bigelow as soon as possible for more information (pbigelow@smls.org). 

 

Wisconsin Lutheran College 

Free admission to the volleyball match on Wednesday, October 26 at 7pm vs MSOE.  We are 

offering free entry to all WELS members this night in hopes of “Rocking the REX” and 

creating a great experience for you, the fans, as well as our student-athletes. 

 

Discovery Day: High school students and their parents are invited to attend Wisconsin 

Lutheran College's Admissions Discovery Day on Friday, October 28. Learn more or register 

at wlc.edu/DiscoveryDay. 

 

 

https://bit.ly/SMLconstruction
mailto:deborahkuklinski@gmail.com
mailto:tplitzuweit@smls.org
mailto:pbigelow@smls.org
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Divine Calls Update 

Miss Emily Lauterbach - First Steps Childcare Center (3 Year Old Lead Teacher)  

[Miss Lauterbach accepted this Call on October 16th] 

Mrs. Bethany Gerbing - First Steps Childcare Center (Infant Room Lead Teacher) 

Miss Caroline Madson - St. Matthew’s LES Kindergarten (5K) 

Mrs. April Schaefer - St. Matthew’s LES Kindergarten (5K) 

Megan Runke - Divine Savior Academy in Liberty Hill, TX (Early Childhood Director) 

Please keep all these Called servants in your prayers. 

 

 

New Beginnings 

Tabitha Schroeder is the Executive Director at New Beginnings – A Home for 

Mothers. She started working with the mothers and babies at New Beginnings in May 

2021 and feels so blessed to be a part of such an important ministry. She will be 

presenting on the history of New Beginnings and its current program operations, as 

well as sharing information about its future growth into a larger facility. 
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