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Following the Diet at Worms in 1521, Elector Fredrick the Wise 

had Martin Luther safely hidden away at the Wartburg Castle. In 

just 11 weeks, Luther translated the entire New Testament into the 

German language. With the aid of Gutenberg’s Printing press, 

5000 copies sold in September and October of 1522.  
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Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 
 

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today! It is our prayer that God 

would fill you with His grace and peace as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus. If 

you have questions about St. Matthew’s or would like to speak to one of the pastors, 

please feel free to reach out to us using the contact information on the back cover. 
 

 

 

THE TRUTH WILL SET YOU FREE! 
Freedom for many means doing what you want without control or coercion. Jesus 

helps us understand true freedom: “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 

disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (Gospel). Jesus 

says that you will never be free by living however you want. Take that attitude towards 

life and you'll be a slave. You'll only be free - spiritually, emotionally, eternally - “If you 

hold to my teaching” and therefore “know the truth.” 

A key principle Martin Luther established through the 

Reformation is SOLA SCRIPTURA, Scripture alone. Luther 

thought it was the answer to all of life’s fundamental questions. 

On what basis is a belief or practice justified of rejected? 
Scripture alone. Who or what is the final arbiter of truth? 

Scripture alone.  

Heirs of the Reformation still bind themselves to Scripture. 

Does restricting ourselves in this manner curtail freedom? Just 

the opposite is true. God’s divinely inspired truth brings 

freedom. It frees us from slavery to sinful delusions, the burden 

of guilt, and any earthly power. This week we see that when we 

willingly bind ourselves to truth, Jesus keeps his promise. The truth sets us free! 

 
• Young Children: If your child becomes restless and you need a “place of retreat” feel free to 

use the Fireside Area. The service is broadcast on the TV in that area. 
 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 
 

• Thank you for silencing your cell phones prior to worship. 
 

• Large Print Service Folders are available from an usher upon request. 
 

• Watch Worship on TV  View our services on Charter channel 985 on Thursdays at 12:00 PM 

and 7:00 PM or Sundays at 10:00 AM http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php 
 

• Instagram St. Matthew’s is on Instagram.  You can follow us @St.MatthewsOconomowoc. 

http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php
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The Order of Worship for the  
 

Festival of the Lutheran Reformation 
 

October 30, 2022 

 

 
 

THE SERVICE: SETTING ONE 
You may follow along starting on page 154 in the hymnal. 

 

 

Opening Hymn 563:1-2 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Absolution 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and 

freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

Hymn 563:3-4 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
 

 

The Word 
Salutation 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend 

them against all their enemies, and bestow on the church your saving peace; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 
First Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The old covenant of law could tell people how to act. It could not create the desire to freely do so. The 

new covenant of grace transforms people’s hearts, so they freely and joyfully follow God’s will. 

 31“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with 

the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant I made 

with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they 

broke my covenant,  though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 
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 33“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares 

the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, 

and they will be my people. 34No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one 

another, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the 

greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their 

sins no more.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm         Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 
            Choir (Sunday) 

 

 

Second Reading    Galatians 5:1-6 
St. Paul encourages us to stand firm in the freedom that we have in Christ. 

 

 1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves 

be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 

 2Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will 

be of no value to you at all. 3Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised 

that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4You who are trying to be justified by the law 

have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5For through the Spirit 

we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. 6For in Christ Jesus 

neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith 

expressing itself through love. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
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Gospel Acclamation John 8:31,32 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 

 

 

Gospel  (Sermon Text) John 8:31-36 
The truth of the gospel sets us free. 
 

  31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you 

are really my disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free.” 

 33They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves 

of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 

 34Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35Now a 

slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36So if the 

Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Please be seated 
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* Hymn of the Day 863 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 Sunday Choir will sing verse 2 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Sermon        Hold On To The Teachings of Jesus! 
  Pastor Daniel Schmidt 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 

and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

* It is not known exactly when Martin Luther composed this hymn. 

Following the Diet of Speyer in April 1529, when the German 

princes made their formal “protest” against the revocation of their 

liberties, thus gaining themselves the name “Protestants.” It was a 

hymn of great comfort to Luther and his followers based upon the 

sure comfort of the Words of Psalm 46. It quickly became known as 

the Hymn of the Reformation and spread rapidly throughout 

Germany and the world. He has been translated into a host of other 

languages, with over 100 English translations alone! 

 

The Luther Seal was designed for Martin Luther at the behest of John Fredrick of Saxony in 

1530 following the presentation of the Augsburg Confession. It is an expression of the 

Biblical theology and faith brought to light by the work of the Lutheran Reformation. 
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Be seated 
 

Offering and Friendship Cards 
You may place your offering in the basket in the entry of church either upon your entry or exit of the 

service. It is the joy and privilege of the members of St. Matthew’s to support the Gospel outreach in the 

Oconomowoc area and throughout the world. If you are visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to 

participate in the offering. As God’s Word moves your heart, know that your offerings will support the 
spread of the Gospel. We offer several options of electronic giving. Visit our website and click on “GIVE” 

or you can text CARDINALS to 73256. You may give a one-time gift or set up reoccurring gifts.  

 
Prayer of the Church 

Lord, our refuge and strength, we gather to worship and to praise you for your ongoing 

work of reformation in your Church. 

Lord, to you alone be glory. 
 

God of grace, in unfathomable love you pitied us sinners and sent your Son as our 

substitute to deliver us from sin, guilt, death, darkness, and despair. 

For your grace, Lord, to you alone be glory. 
 

By your grace you sent your Spirit to call us to repentance. Your powerful gospel rescued 

us from rebellion and fills us with faith in you, the true and living God. 

For saving faith, Lord, to you alone be glory. 
 

By your grace we are heirs of your eternal Word and trustees of the inspired Scriptures, 

through which you proclaim your saving truth to every generation. By the Scriptures you 

overthrew the darkness of those who perverted your teachings and restored to your 

church the message of salvation by grace alone. 

For the Holy Scriptures, Lord, to you alone be glory. 
 

In these last days, Lord Jesus Christ, protect your little flock. We are like sheep living 

among fierce wolves. Satan stalks us like a roaring lion. Defend us from false teachers 

who twist your Word to satisfy the latest longing. 

For wisdom and watchfulness under attack, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

  

Never in the history of the world has your Holy Word been so accessible. We lack only 
the zeal to treasure your restored truth with lives of faithful Bible study. 

For the noble character to search the Scriptures daily, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

As we celebrate the Reformation that restored your pure gospel to your Church, we also 

celebrate our common confession of the pure gospel in Word and sacrament. 
For this unity of faith, we give you thanks, O Lord. 
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We remember the faithful confessors of this and former generations, who have passed 

down to us your Word of Truth. 

For these faithful servants, we give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer 
 

In thanksgiving for the many and amazing blessings 

restored to your Church through the Reformation, we 

now commit ourselves to your care. 

Be our mighty fortress, our trusty shield and weapon, 

O Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

The Sacrament 
 

Preface CW page 165 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in 

blessing his saints of the past has given us assurance and hope that, following their example, 

we may run the race marked out for us and receive the crown of glory that will never fade 

away. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW page 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 

the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW page 169 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen.  Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 

 

 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper today.  In his Word, God makes it clear that Holy Communion is to 

be shared by people who proclaim a common faith (1 Corinthians 11:26; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17).  

Without judging anyone’s hearts, we invite those who share in our confession by their membership in our 

congregation or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or the 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) and who are properly prepared (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) to receive 

the Sacrament.  See page 295 in the front of Christian Worship for a guide for preparation. Guests, please 

speak with one of the pastors about instruction in our Christian faith and this Sacrament so you will be 

ready to partake of this wonderful meal in full unity with us after that instruction. Thank you for respecting 

the way we celebrate the Lord's Supper.  
 

Distribution – Communion distribution procedures will be announced by the Pastor. Please follow the 

direction of the ushers. Cups of non-alcoholic wine (light in color) are in the center of each tray. 
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* Distribution Hymn 557 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Stand 

 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn 510 In Christ Alone 

Personal Prayer after communion: Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this 

sacrament with your body and blood. You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let 

me always remain in you as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your 

Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. 

This hymn is most likely Martin Luther’s first Congregational hymn, published in 1523. The 

original title in they hymn book was, “A Christian hymn of Dr. Martin Luther, setting forth the 

unspeakable grace of God, and the true faith.”  Because of its clear doctrinal statements, this 

hymn became popular with the German people and was apparently an effective evangelism tool. 

In 1565, Tileman Hesshusius wrote of it, “I do not doubt that through this one hymn of Luther 

many hundreds of Christians have been brought to the true faith, who before could not endure 

the name of Luther; but the noble, precious words of the hymn have won their hearts, so that 

they are constrained to embrace the truth; so that in my opinion the hymns have helped to 

spread the Gospel not a little.” 
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In Our Prayers: We rejoice with the Rennicke family as Evan has come through surgery 

on his brain and has been able to return home this week, Boyd Peterson, who is hospitalized 

and undergoing testing.May God’s peace and comfort rest upon Pastor Daniel Schmidt’s 

family whose niece, MacKenzie Schmidt was called home to heaven last Sunday. 

 

Daylight Savings Time Ends November 6th. 

Remember to set you clocks back 1 hour. 
 

 

 

Thank you for Serving our Savior and Us 
 This Weekend Next Weekend – November 3, 6, 7 

Ushers 

 

Thursday – Rick Pantazon 

Early – Eric Wegner 

Late – Eric Ziel 
Monday – Jeff Andrae 

Thursday – Eric Ziel 

Early – Tim Taubenheim 

Late – Kyle Bode 
Monday – Ron Fortmann 

Greeters Early –  Inez Mallow & Betty 

Morgan 

Late – Toby & Amy Brandenstein 

Early –  Dennis & Diane O’Brien 

Late – Michael & Joy Lenz 

Organist Lucas Krogmann / Char Bouche Pastor Jon Kehren 

Special Music Choir Grade 2 / Grade 5 

Altar Flowers Mark, Linda & Phillip Smith – In 

Honor of Bob Peregrine’s Birthday 

 

Projectionist 

 

Thursday – Molly Kalma 

Early –  Lily Small 

Late – Dylan Reimer 

Monday – Blake Kreutzman 

Thursday – Dan Shaw 

Early –  Isaiah Bigelow 

Late – Nick Bode 

Monday – Grace Heins 

Sound/Video 

 

Early – Juli Natzke 

Late – David Schoenike 

Early – Kathleen Everson 

Late – Tom & Nancy Heimsch 

Livestream Jason Cox Jason Cox 

This Week at St. Matthew’s 
Thursday 8:00 am 

8:30 am 

6:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

8:00 pm 

SCRIP Orders Due 
Women in the Word 

Communion Service 

Choir 

Rejoice! 

Saturday 9:00 am 

10:00 am 

Food Drive at 818 W Wisconsin Ave 

Trunk or Treat at Brown Street 

Sunday 8 & 10:30 am 
9:15 am 

12:15 pm 

Communion Service 
OPEN FORUM 

BIC Class 
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Sunday Bible Classes @ 9:15am in the Sanctuary 

Join us here in the sanctuary at 9:15 for Bible Study.  Starting in November, Pastor Hillmer will 

begin a study entitled “10 Lies About God”.  Join us each week! 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Adventures and Child Care Starting (9:15 – 10:15 a.m.)  

The Fellowship Center (lower level of the church) and the gym is the home of our Sunday Morning 

Bible Adventures this year. (Each Sunday morning from 9:15 to 10:15 am, childcare for children 

ages 0 to 3 will be provided in the nursery room of the Fellowship Center). 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

SHINE Women’s Ministry invites all women of St. Matthew's to join them for a “book club” style 

Bible study of Take Heart- God’s Comfort for Anxious Thoughts by Lindsay Hausch. Each week 

participants will come prepared to discuss a chapter in the book. This study is held every 

Wednesday from 6:30-7:30pm in the church fireside room, through November 16th.  

 

Women in the Word 

Women in the Word bible study meets on Thursday at 8:30 am in the Fireside Room.   This bible 

study will be led by Pastor Bigelow and the topic is Burden Bearing. 
 

Second Saturday of the Month at 7:30 am 

Men’s Bible Breakfast meets in the Fellowship Center for food and fellowship as we discuss God’s 

Word together. Join us each month! 
 

 

 

Monday 7:00 pm Communion Service 

Tuesday 9:00 pm Bulletin Materials Due 

Wednesday 9:00 am 

10:00 am 
1:30 pm 

5:00 pm 

6:30 pm 

Preschool Power Hour 

Shorehaven Service 
Senior Ministry 

Public School Catechism meeting 

SHINE Bible Study 

Thursday 8:00 am 
8:30 am 

6:00 pm 

7:00 pm 
8:00 pm 

SCRIP Orders Due 
Women in the Word 

Worship Service 

Choir 
Rejoice! 

Sunday 8 & 10:30 am 

9:15 am 
 

12:15 pm 

Worship Service 

Adult Bible Study 
Bible Adventures 

BIC Class 

Bible Study Opportunities 
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NEW Bible Information Class 

Pastor Hillmer started a new Bible Information Class on Sundays meeting in the School Conference 

room at 12:15pm. Pastor Bigelow will also be starting a new class. If you are looking to learn more 

about the Scriptures or to simply take a review of Christian Doctrine, these classes are for you. If 

you are interested, please speak to one of our Pastors. 

 

 

Preschool Power Hour Fall Session  

The fall session of PPH begins again on Wednesday, September 14.  Registration information is 

available at www.smls.org under the First Steps drop down menu.  This unique preschool program 

involves children ages 0-4 and their caregivers in a variety of learning activities.  During each one-

hour class the children enjoy a Bible lesson, music, large motor experiences, art exploration and 

centers time.  The cost for nine classes is $20, and the fall session runs from Sept. 14 to Nov. 

9. Classes are held each Wednesday during that time from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. in the Flex Room of 

First Steps.   

 

Open Forum this Sunday, October 30. 

Join us at 9:15 on Sunday as our leaders share updates regarding the sale of our 818 Campus, the 

transition to worshiping in the gym on Brown Street, and updates on construction.  All are 

welcome! 

 

Calling Everyone to Volunteer Their TIME and TALENTS 

We invite everyone to consider volunteering in whatever way you can. Help will 

be needed days, evenings, and weekends depending on the project. For online 

sign up scan the QR code or take a copy of the invite found in the red pew 

folders. You can also visit https://bit.ly/SMLconstruction , or fill out a form 

located in the Fellowship center, or contacting Debby Kuklinski: 414-520-6642 or 

deborahkuklinski@gmail.com 

 

Shepherd’s Staff 

The FOCUS ministry of Shepherd’s Staff will be hosting a one-hour presentation on grief and loss, 

presented by Sarah Reik LPC of WCLFS- Christian Family Solutions on November 12th at 1 pm 

at St. Matthews church.  FOCUS ministry is an acronym for Friends Offering Christ-centered 

Understanding and Support.  Our purpose is to be able to walk along with members and their 

families in the affirmation of their faith when they have experienced the loss of a loved one. If you 

are interested in participating in our ministry, no special skill set is required, just a willingness to 

be a friend to someone experiencing loss. Please feel free to contact me if you have further 

questions. Beth Knoelke (bknoelke@gmail.com or 262-490-3691) 

 

 

 

Highlights and Announcements 

http://www.smls.org/
https://bit.ly/SMLconstruction
mailto:deborahkuklinski@gmail.com
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Anxiety Presentation 

SHINE Women’s Ministry is hosting a presentation by Karen Fischer, LPC from Christian Family 

Solutions.  This one hour presentation is helping uncover ways to manage fears and anxieties 

finding peace and security in God’s promises.  This event will be November 14, 2022 from 6:30-

7:30  at St. Matthew’s Lutheran School.  Flyers are available in the Fireside Room.  Please RSVP 

via QR code on flyer or https://welcome.smls.org. 

 

Honoring our Veterans  

On Friday, November 11th, St. Matthew’s School would love to have any military veterans from 

our Church or School family come to a special chapel service and breakfast on the Brown Street 

campus. Our chapel that morning will be led by Pastor Vannieuwenhoven, and that starts at 7:50 in 

the school gym. We would love to worship with you for this special chapel service. Following 

chapel, our veterans are invited to a special breakfast and coffee hour in the school foyer. 

If you are able to join us, please register with Principal Plitzuweit at tplitzuweit@smls.org or by 

calling the school office 262-912-6364 during regular school hours. Thank you for your service! 

 

Mission Journeys 

We have an exciting new Mission Journeys opportunity at Citrus Grove Lutheran Church in 

Wesley Chapel, Florida.  They are looking for 4-6 people to help with Christmas outreach 

opportunities in early December (tentatively December 2-5).  This mission trip will provide a new 

perspective on reaching out to others with the gospel, provide training in outreach, and increase 

your confidence in sharing Christ.  Our Houston, Texas Mission Journeys team had a great time 

last November!  If you would like to learn to share your faith with others and wouldn’t mind 

enjoying Florida weather in the middle of a Wisconsin winter, then contact Pastor Bigelow as soon 

as possible for more information (pbigelow@smls.org). 

 
 

SHINE Women's Ministry Presents:  Advent by Candlelight “Keeping Christ in Christmas” 

November 27, 2022.  2:00 P.M. 1650 Brown Street School Gym 

  

Would you like to join your sisters in Christ for a beautiful Advent by Candlelight service?  This is 

a time for women to prepare their hearts for the Christmas season by incorporating readings, 

prayers, special music, and fellowship. 

  

Do you like to decorate for the holidays and are willing to decorate a hostess table?  Are you a 

baker who would like to bring a dessert for others to enjoy?  Are you a singer, musician, or 

speaker, and would like to participate?  Would you like to attend the event?  This event is open to 

women who are members, friends, and those in the community.  Girls in 5th grade and higher are 

welcome to attend as well. 

  

Please see our website EVENTS - St. Matthew's (smls.org) for a signup, which will be posted in 

the future.  If you have questions, please contact Erin Peterson, Peterson.ep@gmail.com , 262-210-

0189. 

 

https://welcome.smls.org/
mailto:tplitzuweit@smls.org
mailto:pbigelow@smls.org
https://welcome.smls.org/events/
mailto:Peterson.ep@gmail.com
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Divine Calls Update 

On Thursday, October 13th at our Voters Meeting. The following Divine Class were extended to 

fill the needs at our Lutheran Elementary School and First Steps. As these people deliberate where 

best to serve in the Lord’s Vineyard, please keep them in your thoughts and prayers. If you wish to 

reach out to them to offer encouragement, contact one of the pastors for their contact information. 

  

• Miss Emily Lauterbach - First Steps Childcare Center (3 Year Old Lead Teacher) Miss 

Lauterbach accepted this Call on October 16th! 

 

• Mrs. Bethany Gerbing - First Steps Childcare Center (Infant Room Lead Teacher) 

 

• Miss Caroline Madson - St. Matthew’s LES Kindergarten (5K) 

 

• Mrs. April Schaefer - St. Matthew’s LES Kindergarten (5K) 

 

And, as we are extending these calls, Mrs. Megan Runke received a call to serve at Divine Savior 

Academy in Liberty Hill, TX (Early Childhood Director). Megan is our Assistant Director at First 

Steps. Please keep her in your prayers as well.  
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SHINE Women's Ministry Fundraiser 

Soups & Sweets for Stoles & Paraments 
 

When:  Sunday, November 20, after services 
 

Where:  In the gym on Wisconsin Avenue 
 

Purpose:  To raise funds for the stoles and paraments for our new 

church. These times will cost just over $20,000. Please 

see the display by the office showing the designs for each 

season of the church year.  
 

Details:   Donations are being requested from all members of the 

congregation. These donations will then be available for 

purchase by the entire congregation. The “purchase price” 

is your Free Will offering which will help to offset the 

cost of the new paraments and stoles. Cash or check only on the day of the 

sale. However, currently to the end of the year, you can donate directly to 

this effort online at smls.org  Click on the "Give" tab and then choose 

SHINE – Altar Paraments. 
 

Items suggested for donations are: soups, breads, sweets (cookies, pies, 

cupcakes, snack items, etc.) and any crafty items from our talented 

members, both men and women. Currently donated items include: jewelry, 

homemade soaps, and succulent plants. 
 

Containers for homemade soups will be available on the table in front of 

the office on October 27th thru November 18th. 
 

All donated items can be dropped off in the 818 W. Wisconsin Ave. gym 

on Saturday, Nov. 19th from 8 a.m. to noon. Because refrigeration may be 

an issue, please drop off your cold items before 8 a.m. church on Sunday if 

possible. Some coolers will be available on Saturday if necessary. 

 

Sponsors of Event:  SHINE Women's Ministry Activities Team   
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