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Sermon: Luke 18:18-30 
Are All the Boxes Checked? 

 
 It was one of those days that it would have been really helpful if Marty McFly’s DeLorean Time Machine actually 
worked.  I don’t mean time travel to another year or a different part of my life, but just to adjust the clock enough to add 
some hours to the day because 24 hours that day just weren’t enough.  You know the type of day that I’m talking about.  
It’s the type of day that when you look at everything you need to do, and you look at the corresponding available time to 
complete said tasks and the two do not match up.  You need to stretch the day to add more time to it and make the little 
hand and big hands take a few more laps than normal around the face of the clock.  That would be really helpful.  This 
particular day was one of those “There-isn’t-enough-real-estate-on-the-page-to-record-the-To-Do-list” type of days.  
There were a double-digit number of phone calls to be made.  There were people to be visited.  Bible classes to both teach 
and to prepare.  Several meetings that ran over a grade-schooler’s bedtime.  There were many tasks to put on the To-Do 
list and not enough time to get all the tasks tasked.  Do you know what the greatest part about having a busy day like that 
is?  The wave of satisfaction that builds as you check off each item on the list.  After each phone call, each visit, each 
class you can make you get to make the mark.  The check mark.  The mark that means accomplishment.  The mark that 
means you got something done.  The mark that gives satisfaction in a way that only a check mark can.  It feels good not 
just because you get to make the mark, but because of what you get because you checked the boxes.  What do all my 
checked boxes mean, whether it’s Bible classes and sermons, sales spreadsheets and projections, or weeds pulled, and 
home projects done?  The boss in the corner office takes notice of all my achievements.  The checked boxes of projects 
done add up to getting the ok from my wife to spend a few more hours in the deer stand.  Checked boxes mean that the 
charges on the credit card from Saturday’s shopping trip just get overlooked.  Why?  Because I did something.  Because I 
have accomplished something and that means something.  Checked boxes means good will and goodies gained. 
 We aren’t the only ones that like to check boxes.  We rewind a bit to the end our Gospel reading last week.  Jesus 
asked a very pointed and interesting question.  “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 
18:8).  At face value that question seemed a little ridiculous to the audience.  They were in Israel.  These were the people 
that knew the Old Testament.  There were some that made a very public display to make sure everyone could see the 
trophies of their obedience to the law in the display case of their lives.  Will faith be found on the earth?  Seriously?  
Come on.  Then we see Jesus provide some answers, but not the answers people would expect.  Jesus gives them a 
multiple-choice example of where faith would be found, in the Pharisee, who was the religious leader and made sure 
everyone knew he kept the law, or in the tax collector.  Everyone would have picked the former, Jesus tells us it’s the 
repentant tax collector.  The next example shows the disciples even got it wrong.  People were bringing children to Jesus.  
The disciples were the gate keepers and rebuked them.  Jesus didn’t have time for children.  Jesus tells them how wrong 
they were.  The kingdom of God belongs to them.  Those were examples of the who of the kingdom of God, now Jesus 
sharpens his focus on the true faith that will be found. 
 A ruler now asks the question and it’s a good one.  It was the question on his mind.  Those that overheard it were 
interested in the answer.  This was the ruler’s question, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 
18:18).  His interest was in the right place.  He has the proper perspective not just on the here and now but on eternity.  He 
was concerned about eternal life and how to get there.  So far, we are right there with the ruler.  How do I get eternal life?  
I was a practical question for him and it’s a practical question for us.  Jesus hints at the answer right away when he says, 
“No one is good—except God alone.” (Luke 18:19), but he doesn’t give the answer away fully yet.  Jesus starts with what 
he knows.  As a faithful Jewish boy, he would have learned the commandments from little on and Jesus lists some of them 
off.  “You know what the commandments say.  Don’t commit adultery, don’t murder, don’t steal, don’t give false 
testimony, honor your father and mother.”  As Jesus was listing off the commandments you could almost see this ruler 
making the mental check marks in his mind next to each commandment.  “Kept that one, kept that one, kept that one, kept 
that one.  If this was the To-Do list to inherit eternal life, so far, I’ve got all the boxes checked.”  He was feeling pretty 
good about himself.  He’s fulfilled all of this.  There had to be a little more.  There had to be more boxes for him to check 
off, so he replies to Jesus, “All these I have kept since I was a boy” (Luke 18:21).  That was the easy list.  What else was 
there?  The ruler knew there was still something more.  Maybe he needed just a little more help to complete his eternal life 
to-do list so that’s why he came to Jesus with the question. 



 Jesus told him there was one more thing.  You still lack one thing.  You can see the man hanging on Jesus every 
word.  He was finally going to get the answer he was searching for.  He could finally know what the final things were that 
he could check off to have eternal life.  He is leaning forward, staring intently at Jesus, waiting for the answer.  “Sell 
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  Then come, follow me” (Luke 18:22).  
You could see his mental check list get crumpled up and thrown away by his outward reaction.  His face went from 
delightful anticipation to despairing dread.  He couldn’t believe what he just heard because that was the one box the man 
knew he couldn’t check off and Jesus knew it too.  He walked away sad because he knew that was a request he couldn’t 
check off.  The love of his wealth wouldn’t permit it.  It wasn’t that Jesus was playing a game of “gotcha” with the man.  
It wasn’t as if Jesus was stating these things and he kept all those commandments. He hadn’t.  Jesus exposed the man’s 
weakness.  Jesus revealed where his dependance was.  He depended on himself to check off every law and he thought he 
was doing a pretty good job of it.  Jesus exposed the condemning reality that he hadn’t.  The man loved his stuff more 
than his Savior. 
 The man thought he had all the boxes checked and was searching for more.  What about you and me?  Are all the 
boxes checked?  Go right on down the list of the commandments.  How’s your commandment To-Do list look?  
Adultery?  Have you always honored God’s gift of marriage and the gift he gives to be used within marriage?  Have you 
never hurt or harmed someone else?  Have you always honored the possessions of others?  Have you always spoke well 
and built up the reputation of others?  Honor your father and mother, we can’t even begin to talk about that one.  Then 
comes the one that Jesus was really getting at, putting God before all else.  That’s the point Jesus focused on with the 
ruler.  Let’s be honest today.  We can’t put a single check mark next to any of those demands from the law.  If we depend 
on the commands we can check off the pencil is still brand-new sharp because we can’t make a single check. 
 Are all the boxes checked?  That’s a question Satan would love to ask you based only on what we just discussed.  
Because if you are trying to check off the commandments depending on what we can do he knows you are going to get 
back in your car this morning with your head hung low in sadness because you can’t check the boxes.  If we try to do it 
according to our ability, we join with those that overheard this conversation between Jesus and the ruler, “Who then can 
be saved?” (Luke 18:26).  The devil would love to have us stop there because he knows that if we did, we would be lost.  
If we stopped here the answer would be no one.  However, God doesn’t stop there. 
 Jesus continues, “What is impossible with man is possible with God” (Luke 18:27).  What is impossible with 
man?  Meeting the requirements of the law.  Checking off the demands of the law.  That’s impossible for us.  However, 
what is impossible for man is possible with God.  How is it possible with God?  Because God has checked off every 
demand of the law.  Every box is checked with Jesus’ perfect life lived for us.  Every demand of the law that we failed to 
meet Jesus has met.  Every crushing demand of the law that convicts us never convicted Jesus because he fulfilled it 
perfectly.  Jesus gives us the inheritance of eternal life.  That is impossible with us, but possible with God and 
accomplished by God. 
 However, the devil never gives up.  The devil comes along and says, “Just one second.  How can those boxes be 
checked for you?  You haven’t done that.  You haven’t lived up to the demands of the law.  You can’t check any of those 
boxes off.  How could you inherit good will from God much less eternal life in his presence forever?”  How do we 
respond to those pointed allegations from the devil?  “Satan, look again.  Every box for every demand of the law is 
checked.  It is checked by Jesus’ perfect life lived for me and stamped ‘paid in full’ by Jesus’ blood shed on the cross.  So, 
when you come with accusations that I haven’t completed the law’s To-Do list, you are right, but Jesus has.  So, when you 
come to remind me that I can’t fulfill those obligations, that’s right because I can’t, Jesus can, and he has in my place.  
When you come saying based on my actions there is no way I can inherit eternal life, that’s true, but I inherit eternal life 
because Jesus has lived the perfect life for me meeting the demands of the law and died for me on the cross to satisfy the 
payment for my sins.  Therefore, I inherit eternal life. 
 All of Satan’s allegations would be true if I depended upon myself to check off all the boxes of meeting the 
demands of the law.  The law demands dependance not on the law, but only on God to check off all the boxes of meeting 
the demands of the law through Jesus.  Are all the demands of the law checked?  Yes.  Is all the payment for sin made?  
Yes.  Thank you, Jesus, for that.  Amen. 
  
  


