
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T
h

a
n

k
sg

iv
in

g
 

N
o
v
em

b
er

 2
3
 &

 2
4

, 
2
0
2
2
 



 2 

Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 
 

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today! It is our prayer that God 

would fill you with His grace and peace as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus. If 

you have questions about St. Matthew’s or would like to speak to one of the pastors, 

please feel free to reach out to us using the contact information on the back cover. 
 

 

 

Worship Focus 

Today we gather together to offer our thanks and praise to our loving Lord for all the 

blessings he showers upon us. Year after year, the Lord shows us that “his love endures 

forever.” Day after day, the Lord shows us that “he is good.” In response to his goodness to 

us, motivated by his love for us, we “give thanks to the LORD.”   
 

Join us Next Week for our Midweek Advent Services 

The season of Advent is a special time to prepare 

our hearts for our Savior’s coming, both humble and 

meek in a manger and in glory on the Last Day. Join 

us for these three special Wednesday services at 4:00 
pm or 7:00 pm. A meal will be served between 

services. 

 

 

 

 
• Young Children: If your child becomes restless and you 

need a “place of retreat” feel free to use the Fireside 

Area. The service is broadcast on the TV in that area. 
 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the 

sanctuary. 
 

• Thank you for silencing your cell phones prior to 

worship. 
 

• Large Print Service Folders are available from an usher upon request. 
 

• Watch Worship on TV  View our services on Charter channel 985 on Thursdays at 12:00 PM 

and 7:00 PM or Sundays at 10:00 AM http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php 
 

• Instagram St. Matthew’s is on Instagram.  You can follow us @St.MatthewsOconomowoc. 
 

http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php
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Thanksgiving Worship Service 
 

November 23 & 24, 2022 

 

 
 

Opening Hymn 597 Now Thank We All Our God 

 
Stand 
 
 

We begin our worship of thanksgiving and praise in the name of the Triune God: God 

the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

 

Confession 

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 

I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Absolution 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
In the peace of forgiveness, let us thank the Lord. 

 

Sung Response We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator! 

   In grateful devotion our tribute we bring: 

We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; 

We bless your holy name; glad praises we sing. 
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We worship you, God of our fathers; we bless you. 

Through trial and tempest our guide you have been; 

When perils o'ertake us, you will not forsake us, 

And with your help, O Lord, our battles we win. 

 

The Word 
Salutation 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the 

work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for all your 

blessings, and serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Sung Response With voices united our praises we offer; 

   To you, great Jehovah, glad anthems we raise. 

Your strong arm will guide us; our God is beside us. 

To you, our great Redeemer, fore'er be praise! 
 

Be seated 
 

First Reading 2 Samuel 7:18-22 

King David gives thanks to the LORD for all the blessings given to him and his family. 
 

18Then King David went in and sat before the LORD, and he said: 

 “Who am I, Sovereign LORD, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far? 
19And as if this were not enough in your sight, Sovereign LORD, you have also spoken 

about the future of the house of your servant—and this decree, Sovereign LORD, is for a 

mere human! 

 20“What more can David say to you? For you know your servant, Sovereign LORD. 21For 

the sake of your word and according to your will, you have done this great thing and made 

it known to your servant. 

 22“How great you are, Sovereign LORD! There is no one like you, and there is no God 

but you, as we have heard with our own ears. 
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Psalm 118A      This is the Day the LORD Has Made 

 

 
 

 
 

The LORD is my strength and / my defense; 

    he has become my sal- / vation. 

The LORD’s right hand is / lifted high; 

    the LORD’s right hand has done / mighty things! 

I will not / die but live, 

    and will proclaim what the / LORD has done.   Refrain 

I will give you thanks, for you / answered me; 

    you have become my sal- / vation. 

The stone the builders re- / jected 

    has become the / cornerstone; 

the LORD has / done this, 

    and it is marvelous / in our eyes. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Text: Lectionary for Mass; Tune: Marty Haugen; Text: © 1969 ICEL. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 
Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 
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Second Reading Philippians 1:3-11 
The Apostle Paul gives thanks to the Lord of the Church for his brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

 3I thank my God every time I remember you. 4In all my prayers for all of you, I 

always pray with joy 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 

now, 6being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

 7It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, 

whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in 

God’s grace with me. 8God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of 

Christ Jesus. 

 9And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and 

depth of insight, 10so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and 

blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 

 

Choral Anthem 

Give Thanks to the Lord   Church Choir – Wednesday 

Rejoice         Rejoice! - Thursday 
 

Stand 

 

Gospel Luke 7:36-50 
The greatest blessing we give thanks for is the forgiveness of all of our sins through Jesus our Savior.  
 
36When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the 

Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37A woman in that town who lived a sinful 

life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an 

alabaster jar of perfume. 38As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to 

wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured 

perfume on them. 

 39When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man 

were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—

that she is a sinner.” 

 40Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 

 “Tell me, teacher,” he said. 
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 41“Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred 

denarii, and the other fifty. 42Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he 

forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 

 43Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” 

 “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 

 44Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I 

came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet 

with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45You did not give me a kiss, but this 

woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46You did not put oil 

on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47Therefore, I tell you, her many 

sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven 

little loves little.” 

 48Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

 49The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives 

sins?”  

 50Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

 

 

Hymn 491 Come, You Thankful People, Come 

 

 

Sermon Text Psalm 118:1 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. 

 

 

Sermon Give Thanks to the Lord! 
            Pastor Daniel Schmidt 

 

Stand 
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Confession of Faith 
 

“I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my body 

and soul, eyes, ears and all my members, my mind and all my abilities. And I 

believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and 

shoes, food and drink, house and home, spouse and children, land, cattle, and all 

I own, and all I need to keep my body and life. God also preserves me by 

defending me against all danger, guarding and protecting me from all evil. All 

this God does only because he is my good and merciful Father in heaven, and not 

because I have earned or deserved it. For all this I ought to thank and praise, to 

serve and obey him. This is most certainly true.”  
 

- Dr. Martin Luther’s Explanation of the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed 

 
Be seated 

 

Offering and Friendship Cards 
You may place your offering in the basket in the entry of church either upon your entry or exit of the 

service. It is the joy and privilege of the members of St. Matthew’s to support the Gospel outreach in the 

Oconomowoc area and throughout the world. If you are visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to 
participate in the offering. As God’s Word moves your heart, know that your offerings will support the 

spread of the Gospel. We offer several options of electronic giving. Visit our website and click on “GIVE” 

or you can text CARDINALS to 73256. You may give a one-time gift or set up reoccurring gifts.  

 

Prayer of the Church 
Lord of heaven and earth, you made all things beautiful. You have provided green forests 

and refreshing streams. You have arranged the orderly procession of day and night for our 

work and rest. 

Thank you for the mountains and the prairies, the roaring sea, and the gentle breeze. 

 

Thank you for roofs that shelter us, for clothing that protects us, and for food and drink. 

Thank you for our work, for projects that are done well, and for the approval of 

supervisors and teachers. Thank you for all who serve at night to make our days more 
pleasant. 

Thank you for associates at work, for their encouragement and praise, and for the 

joys of human friendships. 

 

Thank you for our cities and our countrysides, for farms and factories, for streets and 

highways, and for all of life that flows so swiftly before us. 

Thank you for children at play, their boundless energy, their shouts of joy and 

laughter. 
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Thank you for the morning greetings we receive, and for all the smiles that come from 

faces loved by you. 

Thank you for Christian parents, for their affection and their care. 

 
Hear us, Lord, as we give thanks to you for personal blessings in silent prayer. 

 

Thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, for his coming to us in Word and sacraments, for 

his giving and forgiving, and for listening to our prayers. Receive our gifts and offerings 

as our sacrifice of praise. 

Lead us in thankful living today and always. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with thanksgiving. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn 507 Let All Things Now Living 
 

 
Serving Us Today 
Pastor Daniel Schmidt 

Organist: Joy Elowski 

Special Music: Church Choir, Rejoice!, 

Flowers: Flowers on the altar have been donated by the grandchildren and great grandchildren of 

Jerry and Millie Bence, Linda Grunewald, and Jim Bence. These children of God are so thankful 

that their loved ones are now with their Savior in the paradise that he won for them on the cross. 
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Winter Meditations Available 

Meditations is an inspiring, personal devotional booklet offering daily Scripture based studies of 

God’s Word. Meditations booklets can be found in the back of church or on the information table 

in the fireside room. If you need assistance, please ask an usher. 

 

SHINE Women's Ministry Preservation Team Volunteer request:  Decorate the church 

We will be decorating our church on Wisconsin Avenue for the very last time. Please plan to join 

us for this happy yet bittersweet event on Saturday, November 26, at 9:00AM. All are welcome to 

help with this event including men as we'll require some muscle for a few things. The more, the 

merrier and the faster we'll get done. 

 
Calling Everyone to Volunteer Their TIME and TALENTS 

Our construction is moving along well and we will need lots of help to keep it moving smoothly.  

Volunteers are needed NOW with increasing needs as the days and weeks pass.  Consider 

volunteering in whatever way you can.  Help will be needed days, evenings, and weekends 

depending on the project.   

For online sign up see the QR code below but it will also be in the red pew 

folders at church.  You can either scan it there or take a copy with you.  Other 

options include this link:  https://bit.ly/SMLconstruction , filling out a form 

located in the Fellowship center, or contacting Debby Kuklinski (414-520-6642 

or deborahkuklinski@gmail.com) 

 
Voters Meeting & Call Meeting– Nov. 29 

Our next Voters Meeting will be Tuesday, November 29 at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary. Please plan to 

attend. At this meeting we will also extend calls for a Kindergarten teacher and a Lead Teacher for 

our Infant Room at First Steps. 

 
LIVE NATIVITY 2022 – December 3rd at Brown Street location – 6:30/7:30 

The Live Nativity is a huge blessing at our church and would not happen without the Lord moving 

our congregation to help in so many ways. In 2 weeks from now, we will hold our annual Live 

Nativity – this is our 15th year and it keeps getting better every year.   

· This year the plan is to conduct our Live Nativity at our Brown Street location again, the change 

will be that we are going back to doing performances instead of a drive/walk thru. 

Light refreshments will be served in the school.   

· With this change your support with time and talents is needed –acting, parking, setting up/taking 

down, donations of cookies/bars/fire wood etc. 

Go to www.smls.org website and select Events - Live Nativity to find the sign up sheet or there are 

paper sign up sheets in the Fireside room. Let’s make this a Live Nativity for everyone to 

remember and spread the good news of Jesus birth!  

Highlights and Announcements 

https://bit.ly/SMLconstruction
mailto:deborahkuklinski@gmail.com
http://www.smls.org/
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SHINE Women's Ministry Presents 

Advent by Candlelight “Keeping Christ in Christmas” 
November 27, 2022 at 2:00 P.M. 1650 Brown Street School Gym 

  
Would you like to join your sisters in Christ for a beautiful Advent by Candlelight 

service?  This is a time for women to prepare their hearts for the Christmas season by 

incorporating readings, prayers, special music, and fellowship. 

Do you like to decorate for the holidays and are willing to decorate a hostess table?  Are you a 

baker who would like to bring a dessert for others to enjoy?  Are you a singer, musician, or 

speaker, and would like to participate?  Would you like to attend the event?  This event is open to 

women who are members, friends, and those in the community.  Girls in 5th grade and higher are 

welcome to attend as well. 

Please see our website EVENTS - St. Matthew's (smls.org) for a signup, which will be posted 

in the future.  If you have questions, please contact Erin Peterson, Peterson.ep@gmail.com , 262-

210-0189. 

 

Christmas 4 Kids 

We are in urgent need of volunteers for Christmas4Kids on Saturday, December 10.  Please see the 

signup genius online or the clipboard in the fellowship center for the many different opportunities 

to serve.  

Registration is open now and we are asking that members register their kids before December 1st 

to allow for planning.   

This is a perfect outreach for the families in your neighborhood so help yourself to some flyers and 

help spread the word! When you see our Facebook posts, please share!  

Questions? Please contact Char Bouche at 262-443-0704 or Christmas4Kids@smls.org.  

 

Seminary Chorus Christmas Concert – Dec. 11 at 3pm and 7pm 

The Seminary Chorus, a 68-voice choir composed of men studying for the pastoral ministry at 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, WI, will present its annual Christmas concert on 

December 11 at 3pm and 7pm in the auditorium. The program includes anthems by the choir and 

hymns for the congregation. The 3pm (central) service will be streamed live and recorded 

at https://livestream.com/wlslive/2022-christmas-concert. 

The Seminary Chorus is directed by Prof. Aaron Christie and has toured throughout the 

country in its 91-year history. Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary is located at 11831 N. Seminary Dr., 

Mequon, WI 53092. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

https://welcome.smls.org/events/
mailto:Peterson.ep@gmail.com
mailto:Christmas4Kids@smls.org
https://livestream.com/wlslive/2022-christmas-concert


 12 

PHILIP J. BIGELOW TOM A. PLITZUWEIT 
Pastor   Principal 

pbigelow@smls.org      tplitzuweit@smls.org 

       

STEVEN M. HILLMER AMBER L. TERRY                  
Pastor   First Steps Director 

shillmer@smls.org     aterry@smls.org  

       

DANIEL R. SCHMIDT GEORGE M. ZAFEROS 
Pastor   Business Administrator 

dschmidt@smls.org   gzaferos@smls.org  

      

HEATHER BIGELOW CONNIE ABRAM 
Personal Member Ministry Communication Manager 

hbigelow@smls.org   cabram@smls.org 

      

JENNIFER MANSSEN JULIE NEHR 
Church Office Manager School Admin Assistant 

jmanssen@smls.org   jnehr@smls.org 

 

 


	Amen.

