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“O Come – and Establish Zion, the Mountain of the Lord” 
 
Dear brothers and sister in Christ, ones praying for the coming of our Advent King, 
 

For so many, this is just a favorite time of year, but, boy is there a lot of work that goes into it! I’m amazed 
at all the effort for weeks - that went into getting downtown all decked out and set up for the Christmas Market: 
the huge heated metal-framed structure for gemutlichkeit, the quaint wooden shops to peruse, the lights on 
every branch of the trees. In the same way here at church, we’ve decorated extensively all for the wonderous 
purpose celebrating of Jesus’ birth. Perhaps you’ve started pulling out the boxes, hanging the lights, trimming 
the tree… making things sparkle and shimmer around your home all in preparation for Christmas. 

The words of God we will meditate upon for this season of Advent, this four-week time of preparation, are 
recorded in the Old Testament by God’s prophet Isaiah. I highly doubt that Isaiah ever decked the halls or hung 
shiny ornaments while listing to Christmas music on the radio, but his Advent messages for us are no-less 
spectacular, because in them, we hear God answer our Advent prayer, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”   

Our prayer this first Sunday of Advent is for the Lord to “Come – and Establish Zion, the Mountain of 
the Lord” What helps us understand this prayer is remembering that Isaiah is the Lord’s prophet. As such, 
much of what he speaks is prophetic. As the Lord leads him to speak about future times and events, very often 
there is a two-fold future in his sights: there are intermediate events in the nearer future, and there is an ultimate 
fulfillment. What’s so striking, what some comforting, what shines brighter than a 1000 LED lights on a 6ft fur 
– is that Isaiah sees even the results as fulfilled and completed! That’s what gives him and us the absolute 
confidence to pray, “O Come – and establish Zion, the mountain of the Lord.”  

 
I. Why? 

In the first chapter, Isaiah established the WHY and HOW the Lord will Come. Verse 4 alone, makes the 
WHY very clear: “Woe to the sinful nation, a people whose guilt is great, a brood of evildoers, children given 
to corruption! They have forsaken the LORD; they have spurned the Holy One of Israel and turned their 
backs on him.” 

To what great depths has Israel sunk! Even demons recognized that Jesus was the Holy One of God (Mk 
1:24) but God’s chosen people, the ones he rescued from Egypt, the ones who were given the covenant at Mt. 
Sinai, the ones who inherited the Promised Land, to whom Prophet after Prophet came… these people have 
forsaken the Lord; they have spurned God’s grace, mercy and compassion; they have literally turned their backs 
on Jesus in preference to false gods and idols. Woe to this sinful nation is correct! Their guilt is great for they 
are given to every kind of sinful corruption known to mankind, and because of it they deserve hell. 

Isaiah’s words are dead-on accurate and prophetic. This verse pinpointed the status of people’s hearts in his 
day, some 700 years before Jesus – just as it aptly described people in Jesus’ day. And, not that we’re surprised, 
but he also aptly describes the world we live in today. So very few know the word Advent, let alone use this 
time to mentally and spiritually prepare for the Holy One of Israel coming to take on human flesh to suffer and 
die for the sin of the world. The TV, the papers, the emails and notifications are all about super sales and 
savings, about Frosty and Rudolf, about which is the best Christmas movie, and who plays on New Year’s Eve 
in which bowl game. Isaiah was right, “they – then and now – have forsaken the Lord.”  

 
Yet Isaiah also knew that he was part of the “THEY.” In chapter 6, Isaiah confesses, “Woe to me!” I cried. 

“I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips.” Isaiah knew his sin full-well; and because of it he deserved 
death. And in truth, we too need to make Isaiah’s words ours. Woe to me, I am ruined. I have spoken naughty 
things; I have done shameful deeds; my thoughts have been full of greed, lust, envy, anger, selfishness – 
everything that would truly make the grinch look like a saint. I’m the foul one, I’m the vile one, I’m the rotter, 
the king of sinful sots… whose heart continually strives to forsake the Lord in favor of me, myself, and I. 
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II. How? 
Isaiah makes the WHY of why we need Emmanuel to come pretty clear; without him the entire world would 

be lost. The HOW is also something that God reveals to us through his prophet. In verse 18 of chapter one, he 
writes, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, 
they shall be like wool.”  To God our sins are that obvious – red on white – but then the God promises 
something that’s obvious to no one. He promises to send his son, born of a virgin, to one day be led like a lamb 
to the slaughter, pierced, crushed, wounded to make us holy. This too Isaiah foresees, “I will thoroughly 
purge away your dross and remove all your impurities, 26 I will restore your leaders as in days of old, your 
rulers as at the beginning. Afterward you will be called the City of Righteousness, the Faithful City.” 

Because of Jesus, who was truly spotless, pure and holy in his life on this earth – and through his precious 
blood shed on the cross – shall we not only be called the City of Righteousness, the faithful City, but because of 
this incredible act of grace, shall we be able to dwell there forever. This is why we pray, “O Come Emmanuel.” 
Come to save. Come to rule our hearts. Come and establish your Kingdom, your holy city and dwell in people 
hearts more and more.” This is what Isaiah foresees in chapter 2. 
 

2 In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will 
be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. 3 Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us 
go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we 
may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He will 
judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they 
train for war anymore. 5 Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD.  

 
III. Results? 

That hill in Jerusalem called Zion is significant, it stands about 2100 feet tall. Yet as far as mountains go, it 
isn’t all that impressive. The state of Colorado has 58 mountain peaks that reach over 14,000 feet! The result of 
Emmanuel’s coming, however, is not a certain outcropping of rock suddenly rising up and towering over the 
others. No, there would be an even greater impact and result of the work of our Savior that endures from his 
coming into eternity! 

The power of the Word of God going out and spreading in all directions – telling the world of the ONE 
SACRAFICE for ALL SIN made by Christ Jesus on Zion – that’s the message that changes hearts and lives. It 
changes us – from being self-focused to being Christ-focused. This Good News creates in our hearts that desire 
and longing to eagerly go up to that mountain of the Lord, to the house of Jacob. We long to be taught his ways 
so that we can walk in his paths now and forever. 

And while we know the perfect fulfillment of these verses won’t happen until the LAST DAY – when 
there’s no longer any need for swords, spears or training for war – we still have the great joy of sharing this 
good news and watching the Holy Spirit do what he does best, leading more and more souls to join in our 
Advent prayer of hope and eager expectation: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  

So we pray, “Lord pour out your Holy Spirit through the power of the Word proclaimed through all our 
Advent preparations… through Advent by Candlelight and Live Nativity, through our Sunday and Midweek 
Advent Services, through our personal devotion time and study, through our Christmas for Kids and Children’s 
Christmas services, through our invitations and encouragements – may You draw the nations around the manger 
in repentant and holy awe – that altogether, may have the same confidence Isaiah had, that because of 
Emmanuel, because Jesus dwelled with us, we will forever dwell in Zion, the holy mountain the Lord has 
established. Amen.” 
  


