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Remembering All Saints Day – November 1 
 
In the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior, Amen. 
 

Just think how many people in our country this past week had one singular goal in mind – all revolving 
around Monday, Oct. 31st - Halloween. Perhaps it was the costume that they had meticulously planned for… 
or dreams of all the candy that would fill their pumpkin pail… or the outlandish ways in which they could out-
do all their neighbors when it comes to decorating the yard, driveway, sidewalks and home – it was all for that 
day called Halloween. Perhaps this wasn’t you, but just consider how much time, effort and dollars from 
millions of people were spent on Halloween – a day that, interestingly, finds its very distant origins in the 
Christian Church. 

That’s right, you heard me correctly. Hallow-een – it’s a compound word from All Hallows Eve. It’s the 
evening before All Hallows Day, aka: All Saints Day. The Christian Church has observed All Saints Day on 
November 1st for over 1300 years! Obviously the traditions, customs and ways of remembering those who 
have died in the faith have morphed and changed dramatically throughout the centuries; clearly many are not 
even close to what the original purpose of All Saints Day. 

Some churches, like the Catholic church, still do regularly observe All Saints Day on Nov 1st. The 
emphasis is on those people whom they have officially canonized and definitively declared to have reached 
heaven based on their catalogue of merits and works. The Catholic Church observes Nov. 2nd as All Souls Day 
– for all those who have died, but not yet reached heaven. Another example of how good customs and 
traditions have morphed and changed in a not-so-good fashion. 

So why was All Saints Day started in the first place? What is its purpose, and can it still serve a godly and 
beneficial purpose for God’s people today? By all means. Remembering All Saints Day gives us the perfect 
opportunity to give thanks to God for those members of the communion of saints, those believers, who have 
died in the faith and are now enjoying everlasting life. We still are struggling, just as they once did; but now 
they shine in glory. As we look to the past, we are encouraged by their example of being faithful to Jesus, and 
we are also pointed forward as we patiently wait to join them, trusting in Jesus’ promises. 
 
I. A Day to Remember the Past 

We seem to live in a day and age that loves its heroes! Captain America! The Hulk! The baseball pitcher 
that throws 103mph fastball, the QB who has a 125 passer-rating… Hebrews chapter 11 is full of heroes – 
heroes of faith. The portion of Chapter 11 we have in our second lesson lists many who didn’t make most 
people’s Top 10 of Bible Heroes – and yet God calls these people saints. I’ll start at vs. 35 

35 Women received back their dead, raised to life again. Others were tortured and refused to be released, 
so that they might gain a better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained 
and put in prison. 37 They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They 
went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38 the world was not worthy of 
them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 39 These were all 
commended for their faith… 

God calls them saints, not because they endured such horrible things – but “for their faith.” In spite of 
everything the world could throw at them, they clung to Jesus as their Savior with a white-knuckle grip that 
would out-do even the best NASCAR driver. “Flog me, jeer at me, throw stones at me, cut me in half – but 
I’m not letting go of my faith in Jesus. I don’t care if you take my home and I have to wander in the desert or 
live in a cave – Jesus will always be my Lord and Savior!” That’s the confession of a hero, the confession of 
one made holy by the blood of Jesus, one who knows this world has nothing compared to what God has 
promised to all to remain faithful and true. 

 
There’s much we can learn from this portion of Scripture, from these faithful saints who lost their lives for 

Jesus. Just reading these verses causes us to pause and examine our hearts. How committed to Christ are we? 
If we are faced with the threat of death because we are followers of Jesus – would such words flow from our 
lips? Are we willing to keep clinging with a white-knuckle grip to the Word of God… or would we be tempted 
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to ease up, to back off, to let go – just to save our skin? Such a temptation is yet another one of Satan’s 
tricks… just like he used on Jesus, “Bow down to me and it will all be yours!” (Mt 4) Such shortcuts save 
nothing. They only lead to forfeiting what Jesus won for us. 

For most of us, we’re not going to face threats like being stoned, imprisoned, chained up… but there still 
are threats to our faith. Just look at our prayer list… cancers, gall bladders, strokes, brain tumors, all kinds of 
sicknesses, sorrow and death. Look around us, the way the world celebrates everything sinful and attacks those 
who dare to point out sin and issue the call to repent. The challenge is there… to arrogantly question God, to 
shake our fist in anger at him, to disown him and walk away. Yet again, this would mean willfully exchanging 
Jerusalem the Golden for the fire of hell. 

That’s where a day like All Saints Day becomes a real blessing for us. Because as we look upon the past, 
as we consider those who remained faithful – even though none of them received what had been promised – 
they are now and forevermore enjoying that “something better” which God planned for them. 

And we know that this “something better” is true and real and genuine because Jesus is. Jesus, who 
endured far more than we will ever know or experience, overcame all sin, sorrow and death. He has opened 
the door of heaven and has told us that he has gone there to prepare a place for us. Of all people, he’s the only 
one who would have rightly earned the title of “Saint” but that wasn’t his purpose. His purpose was to win that 
title for you, for me, for all who call upon him in faith – so that we might have absolute confidence and 
assurance as look forward to that great everlasting day. 

 
II. A Day that Points Us Forward 

All Saints Day is a day that also points us forward, because it gives us a deeper and fuller understanding of 
Jesus’ sermon on the mount. “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are 
you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22 Blessed 
are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the 
Son of Man. 23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven.  

Because of Jesus, we have the Kingdom of God… we know we will be satisfied completely… we will 
laugh and rejoice and leap for joy… because on that, day we will see with our own eyes exactly what Jesus’ 
disciple John was privileged to get but a glimpse.  John wrote about what he saw and heard…  

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  

Dear Saints of God – dear holy ones redeemed by the blood of Christ and clothed in his righteousness – 
know this, what John saw and heard – you will too. For all the tears, all the hurt, sorrow, pain and loss yare are 
experiencing in this life, know that the Lord is using those to release your grip on the things of life and 
increase your longing for the joys of heaven your gracious Father has prepared for you and for all believers. 
No more brain tumors, no more cancer, no more knees that wear out or feet that fail.  For 5 He who was seated 
on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”  

Hold on, dear Saints of God, hold on to Jesus, hold on to these words, which is why Jesus instructed John, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Hold on to God’s promises for that day is coming 
when the dwelling of God is forever with us. For now we remain Afflicted Saints, but to Christ may we always 
we draw near, longing for that heavenly Jerusalem the Golden… with milk and honey blessed, the sight of it 
refreshes the weary and oppressed.  I know not, oh, I know not what joys await us there. What radiancy of glory, 
what bliss beyond compare; to sing the hymn unending with all the martyr throne, amidst the halls of Zion 
resounding full with song. (Hymn 889:1) Amen.  

 


