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Sermon: Luke 23:35-43 
Our King Saves the Scattered 

 
 When you walked into his house there was no mistaking where you were.  The construction schedule took thirteen 
years on the calendar.  It wasn’t because there were supply chain issues, they couldn’t find enough workers for the project, 
or the contractors were too busy with other projects.  It was because that was the scale of the project.  It was built with 
hand trimmed cedar beams.  Cedar paneling lined the walls.  Maybe not our first choice today, but a symbol of wealth and 
power at the time.  Massive blocks of stone were set for the foundation.  These were hand quarried, measured, and set into 
place.  It was a magnificent structure that was of uncommon proportions at the time.  Maybe house wasn’t the right word 
to describe what Solomon built, palace is a much better description.  When you walked into King Solomon’s palace there 
was no mistaking where you were.  That wasn’t even the largest display of wealth for Solomon and the Israelites at that 
time.  For that you needed to walk over to the temple.  Now that was a sight to behold.  If you went on a tour through the 
temple, it may seem like you have gold tinted glasses on because everything was overlayed with glistening gold.  It’s a 
sight that would take your breath away.  Now that is a kingdom.  If you are looking for power and authority, there it was.  
There was no mistaking it.  When you are looking for the marks of a king and a successful kingdom King Solomon 
checked all the boxes.  It was clearly identified. 
 
 The Israelites knew their history.  They knew when the kingdom was growing and prospering under King David 
and King Solomon about 1,000 years before Jesus.  Israel was a nation to be reckoned with at that time.  It oozed power 
and prestige.  They knew from their history what a king and a kingdom looked like.  But, you had to squint in the rearview 
mirror of their history to see that power and prestige because after King David and King Solomon many of the kings led 
the people away from the Lord.  Instead of being shepherds for God’s people spiritually the people were scattered 
spiritually and even physically as the Israelites were conquered and exiled to a foreign country.  Even though they were 
not faithful to him, God always remains faithful to them.  This is the promise God gave to his people in our first reading 
today, “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, ‘when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will 
reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.  In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  This 
is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.” (Jeremiah 23:5, 6).  They were looking for a king 
to come and put the crown on his head, grip the scepter in his hand, and take his seat on the throne.  They were looking for 
and ready for a leader that would lead them out of the oppressive hand of the Roman government and as soon as this 
promised King would arrive, they were ready to follow. 
 That brings us to the Gospel reading today.  Let’s look for a king.  Let’s look for a display of power and prestige.  
Where is the best place to find what we are looking for, in other words where are we going to find the answers?  A good 
place to start is a capital city.  Jerusalem is a good place to search for answers.  It’s not the capital city anymore because 
the Romans ruled them at this time, but throughout their history for the Jews, Jerusalem was it.  That was the place to be.  
Are we looking for a palace, a throne, a crown, a scepter?  If we are searching for any of those normal signs of a king, we 
need to keep looking because we don’t see any of those today.  Instead, we are taken to a hill outside the city of Jerusalem 
and our attention is taken to three men on a cross.  Those that were gathered that day to see what was happening didn’t see 
much difference between the three men.  Maybe the one on the middle cross was the most pitiful sight of all because the 
other two were there because of what they did.  They committed a crime to put them there.  The one on the middle cross 
was there because religious leaders didn’t want him.  He was there because the religious leaders would rather see him 
dead than to live another day with him threatening their authority. 
 Let’s see the authority on display that day.  First, the authority of the Roman government flexed its muscle.  
Earlier that day Pilate, the governor of the area for the Roman empire, sentenced Jesus to death to serve himself.  He 
couldn’t risk a political uprising in his territory and so he caved to the leaders and sentenced Jesus to death.  The religious 
leaders were ecstatic because they finally removed the biggest thorn in their side, Jesus.  They finally had the upper hand.  
The crowd that gathered followed their lead.  “The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him.  They said, 
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One” (Luke 23:35).  What a blatant statement 
of unbelief and denial of what Jesus did and who he is.  It’s shocking what they actually admit, “He saved others…”.  
Where do you start with that statement?  The healings?  Giving sight to the bling, healing the crippled, etc.  He gave the 
dead life.  Who could forget when he made the foolish command and the grave of Lazarus, “Come out,” but it wasn’t so 
foolish when the four-day-dead-man walked out of the tomb.  Yes, he saved others.  Let him save himself if he is the 



Christ.  The final challenge from his enemies.  We saw all the miracles you did, but if you really want to prove to us that 
you are who you say you are then save yourself.  That’s the theme that the Roman soldiers and a criminal on one of the 
other crosses echoed and piled on with their ridicule and mocking.  The crowd, the soldiers, and the criminal on the cross 
all assumed: if you are who you say you are then save yourself.  Prove to us that you are who you say you are by saving 
yourself because if you really are the Promised One, if you really are the Savior, you wouldn’t have let yourself be put in 
this situation.  You would have done something about it.  You would have shown your authority over the religious 
leaders, you would have shown your authority over Pilate and the solders, you would have shown your authority over the 
entire situation.  Obviously, since Jesus wasn’t doing anything to save himself that meant he lacked the authority to do it 
and therefore wasn’t who he said he was. 
 If come looking for a king we haven’t seen anything yet that would really suggest that we have found a king, 
outside of the sign hanging above Jesus designed to add ridicule and insult that read “This is the King of the Jews”.  There 
is one that correctly identifies Jesus and who he is.  The thief on the cross.  He confesses that Jesus did nothing wrong.  
He did nothing out of line.  He lived perfectly.  He identifies Jesus properly as he says, “Jesus, remember be when you 
come into your kingdom” (Luke 23:42).  Why was Jesus there?  It wasn’t because the religious leaders finally got him 
with their plan to get rid of him.  It wasn’t because he couldn’t escape the sentence of Pilate.  It wasn’t because there was 
no one to fight for him and defend him.  Where do we see the real authority?  Where do we see the king?  Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in paradise’ (Luke 23:43).  What kept Jesus on the cross wasn’t his inability to come down and 
save himself.  If he showed the authority they were demanding he could have saved himself, but what would have been 
the cost?  What would it have cost for Jesus to save himself that day?  It would have cost you and me.  It would have cost 
the thief next to him on the cross.  He would have never been able to say, “You will be with me in paradise.”  He would 
never say, “It is finished.” 
 Why was he on the cross?  Why do we find our king there?  To fulfill the promise from the prophet Jeremiah in 
the first reading.  To save those that are scattered.  To save those that are scattered by sin.  We don’t like to admit it, but 
we find ourselves joining with those that ridicule Jesus.  Maybe not as blatant as they do, but there are times when we 
demand from God to prove to us that he is who he says he is.  God, it looks like the devil is winning in our world.  It looks 
like he has the upper hand.  Show us that you are who you say you are.  God, it looks like I’m losing in my life with the 
challenges that I face you are not showing me that you are who you say you are.  And it is precisely because of that Jesus 
went to the cross.  Our King went to the cross to do what is best for us for eternity.  Our King laid down his life to save 
those scattered from sin.  Our king wore a crown of thorns instead of a crown of gold.  Our king sacrificed his life instead 
of saving himself.  Our king went to the cross instead of sitting on the throne.  He did all of that so that he can make the 
promise to me and to you, “Today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 Looking for a king?  It doesn’t look like any of the normal marks of a king and kingdom.  It’s far better.  Our king 
sacrificed himself for us so that we get to spend eternity gathered in his kingdom.  That is a King far better than we could 
have ever asked for.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


