
Text:  Psalm 118:1 - Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. 
Theme: Give Thanks to the Lord 
 
 On Thursday, we as a nation celebrate Thanksgiving Day. For many people, Thanksgiving 
Day is simply a day off from work, or a day to watch a parade or to eat a lot of turkey or other good 
food, and then fall asleep while watching some football on TV.  
 

But as believers in the one and only true God, you and I know that Thanksgiving Day is so 
much more than just that. It is a special opportunity for you and me to offer our thanks and praise to 
our loving Savior-God.   
 

You and I also know that our thanksgiving to our God is not limited to just one day a year. 
Each day of his grace to us, you and I offer our thanks and praise to our Savior-God for ALL the 
blessings he showers upon us. Today, we aren’t doing something that is strange or new to us. 
Rather, you and I are doing something that is part of every worship service that is conducted here in 
God’s house: we gathered here together in the presence of the Savior-God to offer him our thanks 
and praise.   

 
So together, you and I pause for a moment, turn our eyes away from what the sinful world 

tells us Thanksgiving Day is all about, and look into this one verse of Scripture from Psalm 118. As 
we do, we will consider why you and I “Give Thanks to the Lord.” 
 
 At some point tomorrow (today) you will be offering your thanks. Most likely you will 
thank those who prepared a meal for you. If someone has invited you over to their house to 
celebrate Thanksgiving with them, you will say thank-you to them for inviting you over.   
 

But on a day such as Thanksgiving Day, you and I keep our eyes focused on the one who 
deserves our thanks, more than anyone else. The Psalmist tells when he writes, “Give thanks to the 
Lord. . .” Why offer our thanks to the Lord? The Psalmist gives you and me the answer to that 
question when he writes, “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.” It is in 
response to the great goodness and love of our gracious God, that you and I offer him our thanks.   

 
The Bible clearly teaches that you and I in no way deserve the goodness and love of God. 

Each person, conceived and born into this world, begins life the same way: as a sinner in the eyes of 
the holy and just God. And the God who tells us in his Word that he hates sin, has every right to 
hate you and me.   

 
But, God’s Word before us today reminds you and me that it is the LOVE of God that 

endures forever! In love for sinful mankind, God the Father sent his one and only Son to live, suffer 
and die in your place and mine. In his great love, Jesus willingly came to this earth to offer himself 
as the full payment price for all sin. In love, Jesus won your forgiveness and mine, and made heaven 
the home of all those who, by the power of God’s Word, are led by God the Holy Spirit to believe in 
him as the only Savior from sin.   

 
 However, taking an honest look at our lives, it is a sad fact that far too often you and I don’t 
act like we are very thankful for the great spiritual blessings the Lord showers upon us. Far too 
easily, you and I fill up our schedules and don’t take the time to read and to study his Word. There 
are far too many times when you and I don’t make regular use of the many opportunities we have to 
come into God’s house and worship him. As we place our offerings before the Lord, far too often 
you and I are guilty of giving back to him only the scraps that are left over, after we have selfishly 
kept for ourselves what rightly belongs to our Lord. It is too easy for you and me to use our time 
and talents only to satisfy our sinful desires, rather than serve our Lord God and those around us.   

 



When you and I realize just how much we have shown ourselves to be unthankful to the 
Lord, with a heart filled with sadness for this sin, we return to his Word. It is here that we read the 
good news before us, “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.” Yes, our 
gracious God’s love for you and me is the same yesterday, today and forever. Through the perfect 
life, the innocent suffering and death of our one and only Savior, you and I are forgiven of all of our 
sins, including the sins of neglecting the spiritual blessings that he showers down upon us day after 
day. 

In response to that forgiveness, with hearts filled with joy, you and I give thanks to the Lord 
for his many spiritual blessings to us. As you and I spend more and more time in his holy Word, the 
love and goodness of the Lord motivates and empowers you and me to live our entire lives for his 
praise and glory. You and I look forward to those opportunities we have to come into God’s house 
to worship him. With hearts filled with thanks, you and I give back to our Lord the best of all that 
he has blessed us with. You and I gladly and thankfully use the time and talents that he has given to 
us in service to him, for the good of his Church and for the good of others. As the Apostle Paul, led 
by the Holy Spirit, writes to you and me in his letter to the Colossians, “And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.” 

 
 The goodness and the love of God has not only taken care of our greatest needs, that is, our 
spiritual needs, but our good and gracious God has also taken care of all our physical needs as well.  
 

However, just as with our attitude toward our spiritual blessings, far too often, you and I 
don’t act like we are very thankful for the many physical blessings that we receive from our Lord. 
Instead of being content, you and I find it far too easy to grumble that we don’t have the latest and 
greatest things like our neighbor down the street. Instead of being happy that we have a warm place 
to stay, you and I complain that our house isn’t as big or isn’t as new as the other houses in our 
neighborhood. Instead of showing love to others, far too often you and I end up fighting with 
someone or saying hurtful and harmful things to them. 

 
At those times when you and I have an unthankful heart for the many physical blessings the 

Lord showers upon us, you and I fall on our knees, with a humble heart we confess our sins and turn 
to the love of our Savior-God. You and I do so with the words of Psalm 118 ringing in our ears, 
“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.”   

 
Rejoicing in the Lord’s forgiveness and the fact that he promises that he is watching over 

you and me each and every day, you and I offer our good and gracious Lord our thanks. You and I 
say “thank-you” to our loving God for all the physical blessings that he graciously gives to you and 
me. We do this as you and I remain content with those blessings the Lord has given to us. You and I 
show our thankfulness to the Lord for his love and goodness, by expressing our love to those around 
us by speaking kindly to them and offering them our love and support. We join with King David in 
his thanksgiving hymn of praise in Psalm 145, “The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to 
anger and rich in love. The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made...The eyes of 
all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time. You open your hand and satisfy the 
desires of every living thing.” 

 
 Tomorrow (today), as you and your family gather to celebrate Thanksgiving Day, before 
you dive into that pile of turkey, stuffing, potatoes, vegetables and pumpkin pie, take time to say 
thank-you. Take a moment or two to thank the Lord God for all the blessings he showers upon you 
day after day. Offer the Lord the thanks and praise he alone deserves for all your physical blessings; 
most importantly, thank him for all your spiritual blessings. Rejoicing in the great love and 
forgiveness of our gracious Savior-God, not just this Thanksgiving, but every day of his grace to 
you, “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.”  Amen. 


