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An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. 

“Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and 

escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is 

going to search for the child to kill him.”  Matthew 2:13 
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Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 
 

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today! It is our prayer that God 

would fill you with His grace and peace as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus. If 

you have questions about St. Matthew’s or would like to speak to one of the pastors, 

please feel free to reach out to us using the contact information on the back cover. 
 

 

 

A SAVIOR IS BORN 
The first Christmas sermon was preached to a small congregation consisting entirely 

of shepherds. The preacher was an angel. The message of his sermon? “Today in the 

town of David a Savior has been born to you.” 

That is a heavy word: Savior. It says as much about us as it does about this child. If 

the angel had said “a teacher has been born” or “a mentor has been born,” it would 

mean that within us exists the potential to fix all that is wrong with the world. It would 

mean we just need a bit of help: a coach, a mentor, a source of inspiration. But the 

angel said, “A Savior has been born.” If one needs saving, it means he is totally 

helpless—completely lost—doomed, without outside intervention. That is how God 

the Father viewed us: helpless, lost, doomed. So, he sent more than a coach. He sent 

his only Son to be our Savior. 

After December 25 the secular world is done with Christmas. But for the Church, the 

season of Christmas has just begun. For twelve glorious days—The Twelve Days of 

Christmas—we will ponder the nativity of the Son of God. We will celebrate what that 

nativity means. A Savior is born! 

 

 

 

 
• Young Children: If your child becomes restless and you need a “place of retreat” feel free to use 

the Fireside Area. The service is broadcast on the TV in that area. 
 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 
 

• Thank you for silencing your cell phones prior to worship. 
 

• Large Print Service Folders are available from an usher upon request. 
 

• Watch Worship on TV  View our services on Charter channel 985 on Thursdays at 12:00 PM and 

7:00 PM or Sundays at 10:00 AM http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php 
 

• Instagram St. Matthew’s is on Instagram.  You can follow us @St.MatthewsOconomowoc. 

http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php
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First Sunday After Christmas 
 

January 1, 2023 
 

 

A SAVIOR IS BORN – Exactly according to God’s plan 
 

So how was your Christmas? It’s a pretty common questions these days. For just about 

all of us, the severe weather impacted just about everyone. Travel plans, cancelled flights, 

cars breaking down, water pipes freezing… in one way or another our plans didn’t 

necessarily go according to plan, at least our plan. 
It’s safe to say that the first Christmas didn’t go according to Mary and Joseph’s plans. 

The government mandates a cross-country trip when she is great with child… no place for 

them to stay, let alone a decent place to deliver a child. Strange shepherds showing up in 

the middle of the night, and later on, travelers from the East at their door with precious 

gifts. God had one more curveball for their travel plans – go to Egypt.  

As we journey from one year to the next, we take every confidence that God knows 

exactly what he is doing. May he grant us the grace and wisdom to follow Him, trusting 

that He works all things for our good. 

 

Hymn  The Old Year Now Has Passed Away 
Christian Worship 1993; 71:1-3 

The old year now has passed away; 

We thank you, O our God, today 

That you have kept us through the year 

When danger and distress were near. 
 

We pray you, O eternal Son, 

Who with the Father reigns as one, 

To guard and rule your Christendom 

Through all the ages yet to come. 
 

Take not your saving Word away, 

Which lights and cheers our souls each day. 

Abide with us and keep us free 

From error and hypocrisy. 
 

Please Stand 
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Invocation 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

O Lord, open my lips. 

and my mouth shall declare your praise. 
 

Hasten to save me, O God; 

O Lord, come quickly to help me. 
 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

throughout all generations. 
 

You have set our iniquities before you; 

our secret sins in the light of your presence. 
 

Teach us to number our days aright 

that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 
 

Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love 

that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 

 
Confession and Absolution 
 

We confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 

I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Hymn  The Old Year Now Has Passed Away 
Christian Worship 1993; 71:4-6 

 

Oh, help us to forsake all sin, 

A new and holier life begin! 

Forgive the old year's sins, and bless 

The new year with true happiness, 

 

Wherein as Christians we may live 

Or die in peace that you can give, 

To rise again when you will come 

And enter your eternal home. 

 

There shall we thank you and adore 

With all the angels evermore. 

Lord Jesus Christ, increase our faith 

To praise your name through life and death. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  

Eternal Father before whom all generations rise and fall, teach us to think earnestly on 

the brevity of our lives and on the immensity of your goodness. Help us to enter the 

new year trusting in the name of your Son and walking in the way of his peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Be seated 
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THE WORD 
 

First Reading                 Isaiah 63:7-9 
The kindness of the Lord is seen in this. When his children turned away from him, he sent a Savior to 

redeem them. 

 

7I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, the deeds for which he is to be praised, 

according to all the LORD has done for us— yes, the many good things he has done for 

Israel, according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 8He said, “Surely they are 

my people, children who will be true to me”; and so he became their Savior. 9In all 

their distress he too was distressed, and the angel of his presence saved them. In his 

love and mercy he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of 

old. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 2D  Great Are the Works of the LORD 
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Why do the nations / conspire  

   and the peoples / plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together a- / gainst the LORD  

   and against his A- / nointed.    Refrain 

  

The One enthroned in / heaven laughs;  

   the Lord / scoffs at them. 

He rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, / saying, 

   “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy / mountain.”   Refrain 

  

I will proclaim the / LORD’s decree:  

   He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your / Father.” 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 

Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 
Music: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 

 

 

Second Reading Galatians 4:4-7 
Since we have been redeemed by God’s true Son, we are now able to call God “Father.” 
 

4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 

the law, 5to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 
6Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit 

who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and 

since you are his child, God has made you also an heir. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Please Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Psalm 98:1 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716690 

 

 

Gospel (Sermon Text)  Matthew 2:13-23 
As hard as these words may be for us to hear and imagine, we take comfort in knowing that God knew 

what he was doing. No way can Satan or the world stop God’s plans, even though they try mightily. 
 
 

13When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” 

he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, 

for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 

 14So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 
15where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had 

said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

 16When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and 

he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years 

old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17Then what 

was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

18“A voice is heard in Ramah, 

 weeping and great mourning, 
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Rachel weeping for her children 

 and refusing to be comforted, 

 because they are no more.” 

 19After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 
20and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 

who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 

 21So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But 

when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he 

was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of 

Galilee, 23and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was 

said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day 892:1,9,14,3  By All Your Saints Still Striving 

  

Sermon             An Unexpected Journey 
 Pastor Steven Hillmer 

 
Please Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
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Offering and Friendship Cards 
You may place your offering in the basket in the entry of church either upon your entry or exit of the 

service. It is the joy and privilege of the members of St. Matthew’s to support the Gospel outreach in the 
Oconomowoc area and throughout the world. If you are visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to 

participate in the offering. As God’s Word moves your heart, know that your offerings will support the 

spread of the Gospel. We offer several options of electronic giving. Visit our website and click on “GIVE” 

or you can text CARDINALS to 73256. You may give a one-time gift or set up reoccurring gifts.  

 
At this time, we will watch the January WELS Connection video. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 

O Holy Trinity, we thank you for your many blessings which you have showered upon 

us this past year. Behind us lies the path our lives have traveled. It is scarred by sin 

and failure; troubles, frustrations, and suffering have all made it wearisome. 

Yet with your strong arm we endured, and by your grace we found forgiveness. 

Through your love we received countless good things to cheer us. 

  

Ahead stretches the trail, unknown and unbroken; but we do not fear to travel it. We 

know that you are always with us and that you will guide the affairs of our lives for 

our good. 

Keep us continually under your tender care; turn our sorrows into rejoicing; give 

help in time of trouble and healing for our ills. 

 

Guard us from danger; keep calamity and hardship from our homes. According to your 

good pleasure, bless our families with good health and impart your strength to the 

feeble and suffering. 

May our unresolved problems of the past find a speedy solution in the future, 

which you hold in your hand. 

  

Gracious Lord, it is of even greater importance that we commend to you our spiritual 

needs. Therefore we seek shelter for our souls under the comforting umbrella of your 

mercy. Ease our burden of sin with the forgiveness won by Jesus.  

As we grow older, make our faith and our love for you grow stronger. Equip us 

to turn away every temptation and to do every good work that you have prepared 

for us. 
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Make us diligent students of your Word and grant us guidance and comfort from it for 

our daily lives.  

When we stray from your will, bestow upon us grace to accept correction with 

humility, and chastisement with patience that we gain a heart of wisdom. 
 

Special prayers 

  

Kindle in us the fire of divine love, so that we will treat others with compassion. Grant 

to all of us mutual love, trust, and respect, so that we may live and worship you with 

joy and thanksgiving in the days and years to come. 

May all we do in this new year and throughout our lives be done for you so that 

whether we live or die, we may glorify you, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn 355  Let All Together Praise Our God 
 

 

In Our Prayers: May our gracious God bestow his healing upon Andrew Detro who 

has been hospitalized this past week with an infection and recovering from surgery. 
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Thank you for Serving our Savior and Us 
 This Weekend Next Weekend – January 5, 8 

Ushers 

 

Saturday – Dennis Jaeger 

Early – Andy Andress 

Late – Andy Rosenau 

Thursday – Rick Pantazon 

Early – Jason Cox 

Late – Todd Helwig 

Greeters Early –  Delores Boehme & Mary 

Lueth 

Late –  

Early – Shepherd Staff 

Late – Shepherd Staff 

Organist Tracy Schmidt Lucas Krogmann 

Special Music   

Altar Flowers Poinsettias: Provided by the Nancy 

Peregrine Beautification Fund   

 

Projectionist 

 

Saturday – Jude Hillmer 

Early –  John Schuh 

Late – Isaiah Bigelow 

Thursday – Jude Hillmer 

Early –  Sam Splinter 

Late – Lily Small 

Sound/Video 

 

Saturday – Kathleen Everson 

Early – Kathleen Everson 

Late – Tom & Nancy Heimsch 

Early – Vickie Bence 

Late – Karen Haertel 

Livestream Eric Ziel Tim Taubenheim 

This Week at St. Matthew’s 
Sunday 8 & 10:30 am 

9:15 am 

Worship Service 

Adult Bible Study 

Monday 6:30 pm SHINE Activities Team meeting 

Tuesday 6:30 pm 

9:00 pm 

Board of Outreach 

Bulletin Materials Due 

Wednesday 10:00 am 
1:30 pm 

5:00 pm 

Shorehaven Service 
Senior Ministry 

Public School Catechism 

Thursday 8:00 am 
8:30 am 

6:00 pm 

SCRIP orders due 
Women in the Word 

Communion Service 

Saturday 10:00 am MTF Meeting 

Sunday 8 & 10:30 am 

9:15 am 

 
12:15 pm 

Communion Service 

Adult Bible Study 

Bible Adventures 
BIC Class 



 

 

13 

 

Sunday Adult Bible Study @ 9:15am  

Join us here in the sanctuary at 9:15 for Bible Study where Pastor Hillmer is leading a study 

entitled “10 Lies About God”.   
 

Sunday Morning Bible Adventures and Child Care Starting (9:15 – 10:15 a.m.)  

The Fellowship Center (lower level of the church) and the gym is the home of our Sunday Morning 

Bible Adventures this year. (Each Sunday morning from 9:15 to 10:15 am, childcare for children 

ages 0 to 3 will be provided in the nursery room of the Fellowship Center). 
 

Women in the Word 

Women in the Word bible study meets on Thursday at 8:30 am in the Fireside Room.  Pastor Bigelow 

is leading this class on the topic of Burden Bearing.  We invite you to join us! 
 

Second Saturday of the Month at 7:30 am 

Men’s Bible Breakfast meets in the Fellowship Center for food and fellowship as we discuss God’s 

Word together. Join us each month! 
 

NEW Bible Information Class 

Pastor Hillmer is leading a class @ School in the Conference Room at 12:15pm on Sundays.  

Pastor Bigelow is leading 2 classes (Sun. 6:30pm and Wed. 6:30pm) If you are looking to learn 

more about the Scriptures or to simply take a review of Christian Doctrine, this the class for 

you. If you are interested, please speak to one of our pastors. 
 

Shine Women’s Bible Study 

Beginning January 9, 2023, all ladies are invited to a new Bible study:  JAMES – How Faith 
Works.  Please plan to join us at the Brown Street campus on Monday nights in the 

school library!  Time will be 6:25pm to 7:45 pm.  Materials are being provided at no cost to 

participants, but please bring a pencil and your Bible. 

  

Bible Study Opportunities 

Worship Schedule for January 
here at our 818 WI Ave Campus 

 

Thursdays at 6:00pm 

Sundays at 8:00am and 10:30am 

No Monday night services 
 

Sunday, January 29th will be the last service here  

Worship Schedule for February 
at our School Campus in the Gym 

 

Saturdays at 5:30pm 

Sundays at 8:00am and 10:30am 
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Expanding our Usher Teams for Worship in the Gym 

February is fast approaching when we will start worshiping in the Gymnasium on Brown 

Street.  We will offer 3 services per week: Saturdays at 5:30pm and Sundays at 8:00am and 

10:30am. To help things run smoothly we are looking to expand our Usher Teams.  On Saturdays, 

we are looking for teams of 4; on Sundays, teams of 6. There are currently enough teams for the 

8am service. We are looking specifically for those who would be able to serve on Saturday at 

5:30 and Sunday at 10:30. This is a great way to serve your Lord and your neighbor!  To sign 

up, please contact Jim Fulmer at 262-490-1127 or jbfulmer17@gmail.com or contact Jennifer in 

the church office.  

 

Blood Drive 

St. Matthew’s will be hosting a winter blood drive on Saturday, January 28th at 

our 1650 Brown Street location. This will be in the main entry of the school. We 

need your blood! The blood drive will be held from 7:30 am till 12:30 pm. Please 

contact Jennifer Manssen (262) 912-6350 if you would like to make an 

appointment. You may also email her and let her know what time frame you 

prefer. Email address is: jmanssen@smls.org. You may also schedule your own appointment by 

following this link https://bit.ly/BDStMatt   

 

Aluminum Cans 

Next collection date is Sunday January 15th.  Please watch the January newsletter for more 

information. 

 

Women's Fellowship Opportunity January 22   

Soup'er Sunday Women's Fellowship from Noon until 2:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Center. Women 

are invited to come enjoy soup and fellowship at this event sponsored by the SHINE Activities 

Team.  Bring a friend!  Questions?  Please contact Elsie Lemke 262-567-9483 or Mary Lueth 262-

354-8305   

 

Shorehaven Helpers 

Please consider volunteering to help gather residents at Shorehaven for WELS/ELS chapel 

services. The service is 10:00-10:30 AM every Wednesday.  We start to gather the residents for 

chapel about 9:30. It takes another 15-30 minutes to return them to their room after the service. 

The total time commitment is less than 2 hours.  All volunteers need to have a minimum of 

initial COVID vaccination. Because of the vaccination requirement we need volunteers many 

Wednesdays per month and more frequently during snowbird season or vacation time.  For 

additional information or application forms please contact the coordinator, Deb Kuklinski, at 414-

520-6642.    

 

Highlights and Announcements 

mailto:jbfulmer17@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/BDStMatt
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Women's Retreat 

Registration is now open for St. Matthew’s Women’s Retreat on Feb. 25! There 

is an early-bird special of $30 if you register by Jan. 31. Only $10 for high 

school and college students!  All women of St. Matthew's are invited. Friends 

and family are welcome. 

Come find out more about how we are chosen through God's grace and mercy.  

“The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his 

people, his treasured possession.” Deuteronomy 7:6b 

Use the QR Code to register online. If you would rather not register online, please contact Megan 

Bode directly at megan.b.3@protonmail.com or (262) 443-4822.  

 

First Steps – Job Openings 

First Steps is looking for full-/part-time Assistant Teachers. With our growing center, we 

currently have openings in multiple rooms with multiple age groups. If you love working with 

children, this would be a great opportunity! We offer training if a candidate doesn’t have 

experience in childcare.  

Benefits for this positions include: Free child care, paid holidays, paid vacation days, paid 

continuing education, and free lunch daily. If you are interested in this position, please contact 

Megan Runke at mrunke@smls.org or 262-912-6338 or visit the careers tab on our website 

(smls.org). 

 

Calling Everyone to Volunteer Their TIME and TALENTS 

Our construction is moving along well and we will need lots of help to keep it 

moving smoothly.  Volunteers are needed NOW with increasing needs as the 

days and weeks pass.  Consider volunteering in whatever way you can.  Help will 

be needed days, evenings, and weekends depending on the project.   

For online sign up see the QR code below but it will also be in the red pew 

folders at church.  You can either scan it there or take a copy with you.  Other options include this 

link:  https://bit.ly/SMLconstruction , filling out a form located in the Fellowship center, or 

contacting Debby Kuklinski (414-520-6642 or deborahkuklinski@gmail.com) 

 

2023 Men of His Word Conference 

The 14th annual Men of His Word Conference (Theme: MAN UP: in a man down world) will be 

held at the Best Western Premier Waterfront Convention Center in Oshkosh on Saturday, February 

18, 2023.  Please go online at www.menofhisword.org to register and get details about schedule, 

breakout sessions, keynote speaker, cost, etc.  Please join us for a day of worship, praise and 

fellowship in God’s Word! Information is available in the fireside room outside the church office. 

 

Change of address 

Please note that if you have a QDC, RMO or giving that is being sent to the church on your behalf 

please have them change the mailing address to 1650 Brown Street.  Thank you. 

 

 

mailto:megan.b.3@protonmail.com
mailto:mrunke@smls.org
http://smls.org/
https://bit.ly/SMLconstruction
mailto:deborahkuklinski@gmail.com
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PHILIP J. BIGELOW TOM A. PLITZUWEIT 
Pastor   Principal 

pbigelow@smls.org      tplitzuweit@smls.org 

       

STEVEN M. HILLMER AMBER L. TERRY                  
Pastor   First Steps Director 

shillmer@smls.org     aterry@smls.org  

       

DANIEL R. SCHMIDT GEORGE M. ZAFEROS 
Pastor   Business Administrator 

dschmidt@smls.org   gzaferos@smls.org  

      

HEATHER BIGELOW CONNIE ABRAM 
Personal Member Ministry Communication Manager 

hbigelow@smls.org   cabram@smls.org 

      

JENNIFER MANSSEN JULIE NEHR 
Church Office Manager School Admin Assistant 

jmanssen@smls.org   jnehr@smls.org 

 


