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Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 
 

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today! It is our prayer that God 

would fill you with His grace and peace as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus. If 

you have questions about St. Matthew’s or would like to speak to one of the pastors, 

please feel free to reach out to us using the contact information on the back cover. 
 

 

 

A Savior is Born to Change the World 
Because our celebration of Christmas is so steeped in unchanging past traditions, it 

might be easy for us to miss that the nativity of the Son of God meant radical change 

for the world. The birth of the Christ-Child meant that nothing in the world would ever 

be the same. This day is the dividing point in history when the Advent promises were 

kept. Nothing would be the same afterwards, because the Son of God had come to 

change the world by becoming part of it. The angels announced to the shepherds that 

the true Shepherd of Israel had been born. They pointed them to David's town to find 

David's heir. They announced the Good News for all the people that the world had begun 

to change with the result of glory to God and peace for us.  

 

We are changed. Redeemed from wickedness and purified from worldly passions, our 

hope lies in Jesus' next and final appearance when he brings God's plan to its ultimate 

fulfillment of glory and peace. 

 

Prayer for Christmas Eve 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true light. 

Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we may also behold him 

in all his glory in the life to come; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
• Young Children: If your child becomes restless and you need a “place of retreat” feel free to use 

the Fireside Area. The service is broadcast on the TV in that area. 
 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 
 

• Thank you for silencing your cell phones prior to worship. 
 

• Large Print Service Folders are available from an usher upon request. 
 

• Watch Worship on TV  View our services on Charter channel 985 on Thursdays at 12:00 PM and 

7:00 PM or Sundays at 10:00 AM http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php 
 

• Instagram St. Matthew’s is on Instagram.  You can follow us @St.MatthewsOconomowoc. 

http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php
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Christmas Eve Service  
of Lessons & Carols 

 

December 24, 2022 
 

One of the great traditions of the Christmas season is the Festival of Lessons and Carols,  

sung by church choirs large and small in every part of the English-speaking world.   

The model upon which this nativity service is based is the worship service which takes place 

annually on Christmas Eve at 3:00 PM at King’s College in Cambridge, England.   

It has been a tradition at King’s since 1918. 
 

As the creator of Lessons and Carols pointed out in the first printed program, the  

“pattern and strength” of the service resides with the lessons themselves, not with the music.   

“The main theme of the service is the development, through the Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments, of the loving purpose of God in sending his Son.  The carols and hymns  

are simply here to guide us in our response to the Word of God’s promise.” 
 

 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Opening Hymn 338 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing 
 

Opening Devotion and Prayer 

 

Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to hear again the 

message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to Bethlehem and see this thing 

which has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us – the Christ Child lying 

in a manger. 

 

Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the Good News of the loving purposes of God 

from the first days after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this 

holy child. 

 

But first, let us pray for people all over the world who would delight with us to know 

the good news of Jesus Christ and would join with us in singing his praises.  Let us pray 

for the people of this city and for all those in our own congregation. 
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And, because this would please our Lord, let us remember in his name the poor and 

helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who are sad, the 

lonely and the unloved, the elderly and the little children.  We especially remember all 

those who do not know the Lord Jesus, those who do not love him, and those who by 

sin have grieved his heart of love. 

 

Finally, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us in heaven, who live 

in greater light than we, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in 

the Word made flesh, who died in faith, and who live before the throne of God and 

praise him each day in his temple. We confess that we are united with them as we are 

united with one another. To sum up all these petitions, let us pray as our Lord himself 

taught us… 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Anthem (1:00 pm) All is Well 
  Sophie Eckl  
 

First Lesson                Genesis 3:8-15  
God announces in the Garden of Eden that the Seed of a woman shall crush the serpent’s head. 

 

 8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in 

the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of 

the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” 

 10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so 

I hid.” 

 11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree 

that I commanded you not to eat from?” 

 12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from 

the tree, and I ate it.” 
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 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 

 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 14So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all livestock 

 and all wild animals! 

You will crawl on your belly 

 and you will eat dust 

 all the days of your life. 
15And I will put enmity 

 between you and the woman, 

 and between your offspring and hers; 

he will crush your head, 

 and you will strike his heel.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Hymn 358 v.1 - 3 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 

Second Lesson Genesis 22:15-18  
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed, the nations of the earth shall be blessed. 

 

 15The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16and said, “I 

swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not 

withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you and make your descendants 

as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants 

will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18and through your offspring all 

nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Anthem O Holy Night 
           1:00 pm – Emily Knoelke; 4:00 pm – Ladies Quintet; 7:00 pm Larry Schlomer Family 
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Third Lesson Isaiah 9:2-7  
The peace that the Savior will bring is promised. 

 
2The people walking in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

 a light has dawned. 
3You have enlarged the nation 

 and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as people rejoice at the harvest, 

as warriors rejoice 

 when dividing the plunder. 
4For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

 you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 

 the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor. 
5Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

 and every garment rolled in blood 

will be destined for burning, 

 will be fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given, 

 and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the greatness of his government and peace 

 there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

 and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

 with justice and righteousness 

 from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

 will accomplish this. 

 



 

 

7 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Hymn 345 Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 
 

Fourth Lesson Micah 5:2-4 
The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem. 

 

 2“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me 

 one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, 

 from ancient times.” 

3Therefore Israel will be abandoned 

 until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 

and the rest of his brothers return 
 to join the Israelites. 

4He will stand and shepherd his flock 

 in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

 will reach to the ends of the earth. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Hymn 343  (1:00 pm)    Once in Royal David’s City 
The hymn is sung as an anthem by the Church Choir at 4:00 and 7:00 pm. 
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Fifth Lesson Luke 1:26-38  
The angel Gabriel greets the blessed virgin Mary. 

 

 26In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 

Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to her 

and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 

might be. 30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor 

with God. 31You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 
32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 

him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 

forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

 35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of 

God. 36Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she 

who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37For no word from God 

will ever fail.” 

 38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Hymn 328 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

 

Sixth Lesson Luke 2:1-7  
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus the Savior. 

 

 1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 

entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to their own town to register. 
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 4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 
5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 

expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and 

she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 

manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Anthem (1:00 pm) How Quietly 

   Teen Quintet 
 

Hymn 341 (4:00 and 7:00 pm) Away in a Manger 

 

Seventh Lesson Luke 2:8-20  
The shepherds go to the manger to see the Savior. 

 

 8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 

flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11Today in 

the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This 

will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 

God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 

has told us about.” 

 16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had 

been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds said to them. 
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 19But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and 

seen, which were just as they had been told.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Hymn 353 (1:00 pm) Joy to the World 

  

Anthem (4:00 and 7:00 pm) Glory to God 
  Church Choir 
When directed, the congregation will join the choir in singing: 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 

  

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

Eighth Lesson Matthew 2:1-11   
The wise men are led to the Savior by a star. 

 

 1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 

from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 

king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
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 3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When 

he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked 

them where the Messiah was to be born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for 

this is what the prophet has written: 

6“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 

star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for 

the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship 

him.” 

 9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 

when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw 

the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 

opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Hymn 344  What Child is This? 

 

Offering and Friendship Cards 
You may place your offering in the basket in the entry of church either upon your entry or exit of the 

service. It is the joy and privilege of the members of St. Matthew’s to support the Gospel outreach in the 

Oconomowoc area and throughout the world. If you are visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to 

participate in the offering. As God’s Word moves your heart, know that your offerings will support the 
spread of the Gospel. We offer several options of electronic giving. Visit our website and click on “GIVE” 

or you can text CARDINALS to 73256. You may give a one-time gift or set up reoccurring gifts.  

 

Ninth Lesson John 1:1-14   
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 

The ninth lesson will be read in the nave, symbolizing the truth  

that the Word made flesh now dwells among us. 
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 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; without 

him nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light 

of all mankind. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it. 

 6There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 

testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8He himself was 

not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 

 9The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10He was in 

the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize 

him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to 

all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God— 13children born not of natural descent, nor of human 

decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

 14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 

the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Candle Lighting 

The ushers will light their candles from the Christ Candle on the Advent Wreath and then light the 

candles of worshipers seated on the center aisle. Lighted candles should not be tipped to avoid wax 

dripping. The unlit candle should be tipped when lighting it from a neighbor's candle. Extinguish 

candles after the final blessing is spoken. 
 

The lights will be dimmed and the congregation will join in singing "Silent Night".  

We will sing one verse in German, followed by three verses in English. 
 

 

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! Alles schlaeft einsam wacht  

nur das traute hochheilige Paar. Holder Knade im lokkingen Haar,  

schlaf in himmlischer Ruh', schlaf in himmlischer Ruh'! 

 

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
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Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight.   

Glories stream from heaven afar; Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia;  

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace,  

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 
                             

 

 

Christmas Worship Schedule 
Join us as we welcome our Savior and our King! 

 

Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 25th - 8:00 am and 10:30 am 

 

New Year’s Eve 
Saturday, December 31st – 5:30 pm 

 

New Year’s Day 
Sunday, January 1st – 8:00 am and 10:30 am 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Presiding Minister Pastor Daniel Schmidt 

 

Lectors Benjamin Hillmer, MLC senior  

students in the “Pastor Track” Matthew Hillmer, MLC sophmore 

at Martin Luther College Luke Schlomer, MLC sophmore 

 

Church Choir Director Joy Elowski 

 

Organist/Pianist         Char Bouche 

 

Instrumentalists           Heather Bigelow 

                       Madelyn Plitzuweit 

                                 Melody Ryan 

          Ethan Schuh  

          Tyler Schuh  

 

Soloists Sophie Eckl   

 Emily Knoelke 

 Larry Schlomer 

 

Adult Quintet                                                                                        Heather Bigelow 

                   Megan Bode 

Sally Heins 

Emily Knoelke 

 Karen Vasatko 

 

Teen Quintet Jenna Detro 

 Norah Detro 

 Sophie Eckl 

   Grace Plitzuweit 

 Madelyn Plitzuweit 

  

Head Usher 1:00 pm – Eric Wegner 

 4:00 pm – Eric Ziel 

 7:00 pm – Ron Fortmann 
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As we celebrate Christmas this year, may God’s gracious gift of a Savior 

continue to fill you with all peace and joy today and in the New Year!  

 

We are both humbled and honored by all the 

gracious gifts and cards that you have shared 

with us. Thank you so very much. It continues 

to be a joy to serve our Lord and you with Word 

and Sacrament and we look forward to each day 

our Lord gives us to continue sharing God’s 

love! 
 

Pastor Philip & Heather Bigelow 

Isaiah, Elijah and Caleb 
 

Pastor Steven and Jennifer Hillmer 

Ben, Matthew, Silas and Jude 
 

Pastor Daniel & Elizabeth Schmidt 

Daniel Jr, Emily, Jacob,  

Benjamin, Grace and Nathan 
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PHILIP J. BIGELOW TOM A. PLITZUWEIT 
Pastor   Principal 

pbigelow@smls.org      tplitzuweit@smls.org 

       

STEVEN M. HILLMER AMBER L. TERRY                  
Pastor   First Steps Director 

shillmer@smls.org     aterry@smls.org  

       

DANIEL R. SCHMIDT GEORGE M. ZAFEROS 
Pastor   Business Administrator 

dschmidt@smls.org   gzaferos@smls.org  

      

HEATHER BIGELOW CONNIE ABRAM 
Personal Member Ministry Communication Manager 

hbigelow@smls.org   cabram@smls.org 

      

JENNIFER MANSSEN JULIE NEHR 
Church Office Manager School Admin Assistant 

jmanseen@smls.org   jnehr@smls.org 


