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Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 
 

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship today! It is our prayer that God 

would fill you with His grace and peace as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus. If 

you have questions about St. Matthew’s or would like to speak to one of the pastors, 

please feel free to reach out to us using the contact information on the back cover. 
 

 

 

A Savior is Born to Dwell Among Us 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We ponder and celebrate the 

mystery of the incarnation and the nativity of the Son of God.  Since the fall into sin 

from Adam and Eve in the garden all creation has been waiting for the promise to be 

fulfilled.  The Light of the world descended into our darkness.  God came in the flesh 

to live under the law in our place.  God came in the flesh to take the punishment and die 

for in our place for all the sins we have committed.  The plan to save us from sin is 

centered on the gift of the Christ Child.  He came to dwell among us.  He came to change 

eternity for us and is our Savior! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Young Children: If your child becomes restless and you need a “place of retreat” feel free to use 

the Fireside Area. The service is broadcast on the TV in that area. 
 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 
 

• Thank you for silencing your cell phones prior to worship. 
 

• Large Print Service Folders are available from an usher upon request. 
 

• Watch Worship on TV  View our services on Charter channel 985 on Thursdays at 12:00 PM and 

7:00 PM or Sundays at 10:00 AM http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php 
 

• Instagram St. Matthew’s is on Instagram.  You can follow us @St.MatthewsOconomowoc. 

 

http://www.watertowntv.com/playing-now.php
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Christmas Day Service  
 

December 25, 2022 
 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn 354 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 
Please Stand 

 
Invocation 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
Dialogue of Praise 
 

Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, let us shout aloud to the Rock of our Salvation. 

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth, You have set your 

glory above the heavens. 

 

Give thanks to the Lord of lords, to him who alone does great wonders, who by his 

understanding made the heavens, who spread out the earth upon the waters, who made 

the great lights—the sun, to govern the day, the moon to govern the night. 

Great is the Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit. 

 

But our iniquities have separated us from God; our sins have hidden his face from us, 

so that he will not hear.  We look for light, but all is darkness; for brightness, but we 

walk in deep shadows.  We look for deliverance, but it is far away. 

For our offenses are many in his sight, and our sins testify against us.  Our 

offenses are ever with us, and we acknowledge our sins against him in thought, 

word, and action. 

 

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  He will 

not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins 

deserve or repay us according to our sins. 
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From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be 

praised. 

 

 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up to David a righteous 

Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.  In his 

days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  This is the name by which he 

will be called: The Lord our Righteousness.” 

Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 

 

Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  Your 

sins are forgiven. 

Let the name of the Lord be praised forever and ever.  Alleluia! 

 
Hymn Response 346  Angels We Have Heard on High 
The “Gloria in Excelsis” (Latin for “glory to God in the highest”) has been the song of praise 

sung at the beginning of Christian services for centuries.  This hymn quotes the opening words of 

the “Gloria”, the same words sung by the angels that first Christmas night. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free from 

our old bondage under the yolk of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Anthem    Once in Royal David’s City 
 Choir 
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THE WORD 
 

First Reading                 Isaiah 52:7-10 
The watchmen bring good news, and you can tell by how they carry themselves!  They bring good news!  

They bring peace and rescue.  The Lord has delivered his people, not with gold and silver, but with his 

holy precious blood.  God has kept his promises and all the ends of the earth will see his salvation. 

 
7How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who 

proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 

“Your God reigns!” 8Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout 

for joy. When the Lord returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes. 9Burst into 

songs of joy together,  you ruins of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted his people, 

he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10The Lord will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all 

the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. 
 

 

Anthem  Glory to God 
 Choir 

When directed, the congregation will join the choir in singing: 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 

  

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
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Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-9 
In Jesus all the promises God made were kept.  God sent the One who made the universe and sustains it 

by the breath of his mouth to be flesh and blood.  He came for one purpose: to set us free. 
 

1In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3The Son is 

the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all 

things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down 

at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4So he became as much superior to the 

angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. 5For to which of the angels 

did God ever say, 

“You are my Son; 

 today I have become your Father”? 

Or again, 

“I will be his Father, 

 and he will be my Son”? 

6And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

7In speaking of the angels he says, 

“He makes his angels spirits, 

 and his servants flames of fire.” 

8But about the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; 

 a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

 therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions 

 by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 

 
Hymn Response 335:3  To Shepherds as They Watched by Night 
 

O then rejoice that through his Son, God is with sinners now at one; 

Made like yourselves of flesh and blood, Your brother is th’ eternal God. 
 

Please Stand 
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The Christmas Gospel (Sermon Text)  John 1:1-14 
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; without 

him nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light 

of all mankind. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 

testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8He himself was 

not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
9The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10He was in 

the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize 

him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to 

all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God— 13children born not of natural descent, nor of human 

decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 

glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 

truth. 

 

 

Hymn of the Day 358  Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
 v. 1 Vocalists v. 2-5 Congregation 

 

 

Sermon             The Word Became Flesh! 
 Pastor Phil Bigelow 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Stand 
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Confession of Faith Excerpts from the Athanasian Creed 
 
The Athanasian Creed is named after St. Athanasius, a staunch defender of the Christian faith in the 

fourth century.  One of the errors this creed defends against is the denial that Jesus is true God and true 

man in one person.  How fitting it is to confess our faith on Christmas that Jesus is true God and true 

man, our Savior! 

 

It is necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe that our Lord Jesus Christ 

also took on human flesh. 

 

Now this is the true Christian faith: 

We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is both God 

and man.  He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is 

man, born in time from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with 

rational soul and human flesh, equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the 

Father as to his humanity; and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two 

persons but one, one not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the 

humanity into God; one indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in 

one person; for just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being, so God 

and man are one Christ. 

He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the 

dead.  He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty, and from there will come to judge the living and the dead.  This is the 

true Christian faith. 

Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this cannot be saved. 
 
Be Seated 

 

 

Offering and Friendship Cards 
You may place your offering in the basket in the entry of church either upon your entry or exit of the 

service. It is the joy and privilege of the members of St. Matthew’s to support the Gospel outreach in the 
Oconomowoc area and throughout the world. If you are visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to 

participate in the offering. As God’s Word moves your heart, know that your offerings will support the 

spread of the Gospel. We offer several options of electronic giving. Visit our website and click on “GIVE” 

or you can text CARDINALS to 73256. You may give a one-time gift or set up reoccurring gifts.  
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Prayer of the Church 
 

On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a 

Savior has been born for us.  For fulfilling your prophesies and in the fullness of time 

sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise. 

Unto us a Child is born!  Unto us a Son is given! 

 

What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our 

salvation!  Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of 

cloth and lying in a manger. 

Help us always believe that this precious Child was born as our substitute to be 

our Savior. 

 

In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not know 

that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing.  As the shepherds spread 

abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may we also 

make use of the unique opportunities this day presents to tell others of what we have 

seen and heard concerning this Child. 

Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all 

people. 

 
 Special prayers and intercessions 

 

As the angels sang out their praise, move us to also sing out our praise to you, today 

and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

Glory to God in the highest!  Amen. 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whose wonderful and 

mysterious birth you have opened our eyes to the glory of your grace and renewed in 

our hearts the fervor of your love.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name. 

 

Hymn Response 363:1,4  Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
 

Now sing we, now rejoice, now raise to heav’n our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth the sun in yonder skies. 

Thou my Savior art!  Thou my Savior art! 

 

Oh, where shall joy be found?  Where but on heav’nly ground, 

Where the angels singing with all his saints unite,  

Sweetest praises bringing in heav’nly joy and light. 

Oh, that we were there!  Oh, that we were there! 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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Hymn Response 333:3-4  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

 

Distribution 
 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper today.  In his Word, God makes it clear that Holy Communion is to 

be shared by people who proclaim a common faith (1 Corinthians 11:26; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17).  

Without judging anyone’s hearts, we invite those who share in our confession by their membership in our 

congregation or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or the 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) and who are properly prepared (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) to receive 

the Sacrament.  See page 295 in the front of Christian Worship for a guide for preparation. Guests, please 

speak with one of the pastors about instruction in our Christian faith and this Sacrament so you will be 

ready to partake of this wonderful meal in full unity with us after that instruction. Thank you for respecting 

the way we celebrate the Lord's Supper.  
 

Distribution – Communion distribution procedures will be announced by the Pastor. Please follow the 

direction of the ushers. Cups of non-alcoholic wine (light in color) are in the center of each tray. 

 

 

Distribution Hymn 331  From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 
 

 

Thanksgiving 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

His mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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Prayer 
 

We give thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.  We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 

May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one fill us 

with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the hope 

of eternal life.  And the blessing of God Almighty—the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit—be and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

 

Closing Hymn 350  Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing 
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Serving at Worship 
 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Steven Hillmer 

 

Preacher Pastor Philip Bigelow 

 

Church Choir Director Joy Elowski 

 

Organist/Pianist         Joy Elowski 

 

Brass                                                                                                 Ben Hillmer 

Jenny Hillmer 

Matthew Hillmer 

Silas Hillmer 

Ethan Schuh  

Tyler Schuh 

Tim Torgerson 

Grady Wendorf 

Lane Wendorf 

Troy Wendorf 

 

Head Usher 8am – Ralph Schmidt, 10:30am – Bill Neubauer
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New Year’s Worship Schedule 
All 3 services will be the same 

 

New Year’s Eve 
Saturday, December 31st – 5:30 pm 

 

New Year’s Day 
Sunday, January 1st – 8:00 am and 10:30 am 
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As we celebrate Christmas this year, may God’s gracious gift of a Savior 

continue to fill you with all peace and joy today and in the New Year!  

 

We are both humbled and honored by all the 

gracious gifts and cards that you have shared 

with us. Thank you so very much. It continues 

to be a joy to serve our Lord and you with Word 

and Sacrament and we look forward to each day 

our Lord gives us to continue sharing God’s 

love! 

 
Pastor Philip & Heather Bigelow 

Isaiah, Elijah and Caleb 
 

Pastor Steven and Jennifer Hillmer 

Ben, Matthew, Silas and Jude 
 

Pastor Daniel & Elizabeth Schmidt 

Daniel Jr, Emily, Jacob,  

Benjamin, Grace and Nathan 
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PHILIP J. BIGELOW TOM A. PLITZUWEIT 
Pastor   Principal 

pbigelow@smls.org      tplitzuweit@smls.org 

       

STEVEN M. HILLMER AMBER L. TERRY                  
Pastor   First Steps Director 

shillmer@smls.org     aterry@smls.org  

       

DANIEL R. SCHMIDT GEORGE M. ZAFEROS 
Pastor   Business Administrator 

dschmidt@smls.org   gzaferos@smls.org  

      

HEATHER BIGELOW CONNIE ABRAM 
Personal Member Ministry Communication Manager 

hbigelow@smls.org   cabram@smls.org 

      

JENNIFER MANSSEN JULIE NEHR 
Church Office Manager School Admin Assistant 

jmanseen@smls.org   jnehr@smls.org 

 


