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An Unexpected Journey 
 
In the name of the newborn child of Bethlehem, the King of kings and Lord of Lords. Amen.  
 

“An Unexpected Journey” – you can find this phrase in the title of the movie, The Hobbit, which was the 
prequel to the whole Lord of the Rings movie series. Perhaps you’re familiar with these movies, a classic tale 
of good versus evil, the hero being this little Hobbit named Bilbo Baggins. Bilbo’s journeys take him through 
all kinds of adventures, finds a ring, deals with dragons, life at risk, and amazingly, he survives, returns home 
and writes a book about his unexpected journey. (that’s about 20 hours’ worth of movie watching in 2 
sentences) 

Did you have any unexpected journeys this year? Perhaps last January you sat down and wrote out some 
goals for 2022. You had an idea of some of the things you were going to work on, some goals to accomplish – 
and then, completely out of left field, being totally blind-sided, caught by surprise: __________ happened. 
Perhaps in that blank was, illness, cancer or divorce; perhaps a loved one suddenly passed away. Many of us 
recall an early June hailstorm that severely damaged shingles, siding, windows and cars. Maybe in your house 
arrived a new family member. Perhaps you moved because of a job move, so you had to sell the house and 
now you’re still adjusting to life in a new community. No doubt we’ve all had many unexpected journeys that 
we too could write a book about. Some would be bestsellers, others perhaps a tale of tragedy. 

 
Mary and Joseph can very much relate, and I might argue, to an even greater degree than any of us. They 

didn’t write the book, but God did. Joseph is on cloud nine – finding his bride to be, only to later find out she 
is with child, and it’s not his. Mary, a young virgin, has an angel appear to her with some of the most 
unbelievable news, news that makes no sense at all, completely out of left field – yet, “May it be to me as you 
have said.” An angel appears to Joseph, telling him that everything’s alright. Then, they have to relocate, due 
to a government mandate, traveling across country, right about the time when the child is to be born. And no 
sooner has she laid that child in a manger than there’s a knock at the stable door. Strange shepherds all aglow, 
worshiping and praising God for their child! At some point later, days, maybe weeks? another knock at the 
door – more strangers, ones from distant lands, dropping off a care package with gifts fitting for a king – gold, 
incense, myrrh. Unexpected, after unexpected… I can see Joseph looking at Mary and saying, “What’s next?” 

What was coming next was not only moments away, and miles away from the peaceful scene of a 
candlelight Christmas service, with cattle lowing and silent night being sung. The Gospel for the 1st Sunday 
after Christmas tends to turn your stomach upside down, filling you with horror. Just the name, Herod the 
Great, was enough to make Jerusalem quake; what will he do next? One historian concluded you were safer to 
be his pig, than his son. Herod had killed thousands, including family members. So, when word of a rival king, 
a baby boy born in Bethlehem, comes to his attention, he deals with it in the only way he knows how. When 
the Wise men don’t return to him, he decides to have all boys age two and under slaughtered. And even though 
most historians put that total number between 10-20, still the weeping of Rachel is inconsolable. 

This is not the first time Rachel has wept. Allow a little explanation. Rachel was one of Jacob’s wives, the 
mother of 2 boys, Joseph and Benjamin. She died giving birth to Benjamin and her body was buried near 
Bethlehem. Matthew is quoting the prophet Jeremiah who speaks of “Rachel weeping for her children who are 
no more.” In Jeremiah’s time, it was the evil Assyrian empire that was slaughtering and capturing the children 
of Israel. What is about to happen in Bethlehem typifies a fulfillment of that earlier tragedy. Rachel, as a 
representation of all the young mothers of Bethlehem, weeps unconsolably for the loss of these children, as 
Herod orders his henchmen to do what no one could have ever expected. 

 
When it comes to what is or isn’t expected – we need to pause a moment. From our human perspective – 

this act of Herod is as unexpected as it is tragic. Even the fact that this is the assigned Gospel reading for the 
very First Sunday after Christmas is a bit unexpected; we may even be wondering if someone made a planning 
mistake. No mistakes, and in fact, it’s very intentional, very fitting, very timely as you and I are about to enter 
a new year. This reading gives us some tremendous insight into the kinds of things we can expect in 2023. 
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Just look back in the past. Every time God has given a promise or fulfilled a promise, there is Satan doing 
his worst to stop God’s plan of salvation. God brought his children into the Promised Land and Satan led them 
astray into all kinds of false beliefs. God sent prophets and they persecuted and killed them. Now God sends 
his Son, and so Satan and the evil of this world respond accordingly – in hatred, in fear, in rage, bringing as 
much trouble and sorrow as they can. They attack God, they attack the Son of God, and they attack the body of 
Christ of which you and I are members. Friends, this is to be expected as we journey forward through life. 

At times Satan attacks boldly and viciously, as we see in Bethlehem. But perhaps even more so, he attacks 
in a more subtle fashion… whispering in people’s ears, leading them to doubt, and question, and challenge 
God’s Word. It doesn’t take too much either… just interject a little false teaching here and there… foster the 
toleration of that which Scripture forbids… encourage people to embrace that which God calls sin. Satan’s 
been doing this since the fall, all to lead more and more further from the truth of why we even needed 
Christmas in the first place.  

This is how Satan strives to kill faith, to kill souls which is why we need to hear these words today. In 
these Scriptures we realize that without God’s help, we’d be as helpless as those baby boys – and yet that’s 
also exactly what these Scriptures bring to us: help. God’s Word brings us help in so many ways. These words 
call us to keep a close watch out for Satan attacks the body of Christ. These words give us a wonderful 
example of how to react when Unexpected News comes! Here, in His Word, God shows us how he saves us. 

 
Look at Joseph - he’s not frozen in fear, he’s not running around the house in a panic; look closely at his 

reaction to this news. An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child 
and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill 
him.” 14So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15where he stayed until 
the death of Herod. 

Joseph simply listened to the Lord. It didn’t matter that he was about to go on another journey – because 
he knew that this idea wasn’t “coming out of nowhere – or left field”; it has come out of the mind and will of 
the almighty, all-knowing God. It didn’t matter that the king of the land was coming to kill, because he knew 
that the One Enthroned in Heaven has all things under control. Joseph simply listened to the Lord. Joseph 
simply trusted the Lord’s direction. I’m sure he knew very little of Egypt, but God did. It was a place outside 
of Herod’s rule and rage. It was a place where many other Jews had already taken refuge from Herod. God 
knew that Herod’s days were numbered, and so for this short time – Egypt would be home… and in this way 
the Lord fulfills yet one more prophecy, this one given to us though Hosea: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  

Joseph knew God’s plans could not be canceled by earthly kings. Joseph knew that everything, every 
detail, every path, every day is under the control of an all-gracious, all-powerful God. That’s what he fully 
expected - and God did not let his expectations go unfulfilled. Joseph packed up his family immediately, in the 
middle of the night; he left the hill country of Bethlehem, and took up residence in Egypt. What a chapter in 
his life! 

 
So, are you ready for this next chapter called 2023? Maybe you have some plans and resolutions in mind. 

Perhaps you’ll accomplish them, perhaps not. Most assuredly there will be some totally unexpected things. 
Here’s the one thing that you and I can fully anticipate, expect, and count on as we journey forward: the One 
Enthroned in Heaven, the Lord God Almighty, the King of kings and Lord of lords loves you, cares for you, 
forgives you, and through his Word he will guide, instruct, comfort and bless you. This same God has 
promised to never leave or forsake you. And even through Satan and world will continue to plot against Christ 
and his members, you know that you can rest securely under the shadow of his wings.  

This truth both frees us and empowers us to commit ourselves to the work of the Lord, to growing deeper 
in God’s Word, to serving our neighbor in love with the gifts God has given us. In the same way, this truth 
will calm our hearts when those “unexpected” things happen, because we have God’s Promise – that nothing 
can separate us from the love of God that is Christ Jesus. In light of this truth, friends, the next chapter looks 
awesome. God’s rich blessings are yours in Jesus, our newborn Savior King. Amen. 
 


