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SERMON: Isaiah 35:1-10 
“Our Messiah Comes to Save” 

 As Richard Bee climbed the yellow metal ladder spotted with rust on the cargo ship Angeles, he was a 
little more thankful to have something solid under his feet that Thanksgiving weekend two years ago.  Richard set 
out from Port Canaveral, Florida on that Friday in his 32-foot boat called Stingray.  He set out alone that day to do 
some cruising on the ocean.  He thought he would enjoy the blue skies and the blue seas and soak up some 
sunshine.  He got a much bigger dose of sunshine and blue sea than he bargained for.  Sometime late that Friday 
night the Stingray had mechanical engine failure.  Richard Bee’s Stingray was floating like a butterfly at the 
mercy of the open sea.  I admit that I have not been in a situation like that, but I imagine it’s not a good feeling 
floating on the ocean knowing that you have no power to navigate, which meant you had little to no power over 
the situation.  He didn’t think it was that big of a problem, however, because he’s mechanically inclined and can 
MacGyver it back to working order.  Then the Stingray began taking on water, but he didn’t know it at the time 
because he was sleeping.  When he woke and realized what was happening the radio equipment on the boat didn’t 
work so no distress signal went out.  The grip of the ocean on the Stingray became tighter and tighter pulling it 
farther down.  The boat was almost completely under the waves, but it didn’t fully submerge.  A very small 
portion of the bow stayed above water and that was Richard’s home for the next two days.  He clung to that 
portion of the boat as his eyes scanned the horizon.  He searched for any sign of rescue, of hope, only to find 
nothing second after second, minute after excruciating minute, and hour after hour.  Day faded away to night only 
to find the same sequence of events the next day.  If there was any hope of rescue when his boat first slipped 
under the waves that hope was fading fast along with the sunlight each day.  As Richard Bee surveyed his 
circumstances as he clung to the last piece of his boat it told him there wasn’t any reason to hold onto the hope of 
rescue.  His eyes burned from straining against the nothingness of the sea. 
 His experience told him there wasn’t much reason for hope.  If the Israelites during Isaiah’s time could 
have spoken to Richard Bee, they would have told him to grab a chair and join the pity party.  Quick review on 
the history of the Israelites.  The nation of Israel was split into two kingdoms, the Northern Kingdom called Israel 
and the Southern Kingdom called Judah.  During the earlier part of Isaiah’s life both kingdoms enjoyed 
prosperity, but that would be short lived.  Their peace and prosperity evaporated with their spiritual decay.  The 
Northern Kingdom of Israel would be conquered by a nation called Assyria during Isaiah’s lifetime.  The 
Southern Kingdom of Judah wasn’t conquered during Isaiah’s life, but he does prophesy that it is going to 
happen.  A nation called Babylon was going to come and conquer them.  In summary, the Northern Kingdom is 
conquered by Assyria and Isaiah prophesies the Southern Kingdom of Judah would be conquered and that’s 
exactly what happens about 100 years later.  In fact, most of the book of Isaiah, the 34 chapters leading up to this 
point in the book, spoke words of judgment that were going to come.  It spoke a message that didn’t give much 
hope.  The chapter right before our lesson talks about burning sulfur, blazing tar, thorns, a land that is parched and 
looks dead.  It gives a picture of the smoke of destruction rising from the land and instead of a place bursting with 
life and activity it’s a wilderness where wild beasts roam and rule.  This was the coming judgment of the Lord.  
The judgment on those that didn’t want anything to do with him and sadly that applied to many of the Israelites.  
So, the physical judgment was coming by the armies of the Assyrians and Babylonians to remind them of the 
spiritual judgment coming if they didn’t turn to the Lord.  Like Richard Bee bobbing up and down on the waves 
in the Gulf of Mexico there didn’t look to be much hope.  This was the judgment declared by God that would take 
place in the immediate fulfillment with the Israelites and a long-term fulfillment of God’s judgment on Judgment 
Day. 
 The Stingray sank on Friday except for one part of it that was miraculously still above water.  Saturday 
came, no sign of rescue.  Sunday came and then off on the horizon was a little dot.  The dot grew.  The cargo ship 
Angeles was coming toward him.  Richard took his shirt off and flagged them down.  There was hope.  They 
might see him and save him.  They saw him and saved him.  We just spent some time talking about the judgment 



from God but read Isaiah 35 and that isn’t what we see at all.  The previous chapter painted a horrible picture of 
destruction.  Now we read that the wilderness that was once dead and desolate is a place of life and blooming 
flowers.  There is rejoicing and splendor.  There is strengthening the weak and the fearful.  What happened?  Why 
such a massive difference? 
 People long for deliverance.  We live a broken and shattered world because of sin and in this shattered 
and broken world it doesn’t look like the promises of God match our experiences.  How much sorrow fills this 
world?  How much pain do we feel because of sin?  What does Isaiah teach us today?  What point was he 
making?  The Messiah is coming and will change everything.  He brings complete and total change.  Things are 
not always what they seem.  God isn’t leaving you in this judgment but look what is coming.  The Promised One 
is coming.  Look what he says, “Say to those with fearful hearts, ‘Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he 
will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you” (Isaiah 35:4).  How will we see him?  
How will we know?  That’s the question John’s disciples asked in Matthew 11.  John was thrown in prison.  His 
disciples come and ask Jesus, “Are you the one or should we be expecting someone else?”  Maybe there was 
doubt because the situation John was in didn’t look like what we would expect for the forerunner of the Messiah, 
the Promised One.  What did Jesus reply?  He replied with the words from Isaiah 35.  What do you see?  You see 
the blind given sight, the deaf hear, the crippled leap.  In other words, you see all the things that Messiah, the 
Chosen One, was coming to do.  These reveal him as the promised Savior! 
 Is that the Savior you want?  Is that the Savior the Israelites wanted?  Isaiah spoke of all the destruction 
that was to come.  They wanted a Savior that would overcome that, that would bring back their rule and kingdom.  
They wanted a Savior that would make things better right here and right now.  They wanted a Savior where the 
promises match the experience.  You are promised this great picture of deliverance, give it to us now so that we 
can experience all this now.  They didn’t want these promises to be about the Savior that would come and take 
away sin.  They didn’t want these promises to give us the ultimate goal of eternal life in heaven.  They wanted it 
to be here and now.  Is that what we want?  Do we want a Messiah that fits our wants instead of what we really 
need?  Do we want a Made-to-Order-Messiah?  Do we want a Messiah that makes sure the promises always 
match our experience and if not then we doubt?  Do we want a Messiah that overlooks the seriousness of sin, 
especially if it’s one that I really like to commit?  Do we want a Messiah that answers prayers and distributes 
blessings as the answers to those prayers whenever and however we like those defined in our lives? 
 That’s not the Messiah that came and we are thankful that’s neither the Messiah promised nor fulfilled, 
because if it was, we would be lost.  That’s not the Messiah that we have.  Jesus came and defied the expectations 
of Israel and even us.  His miracles reveal him as the promised one to take away our sin.  He comes to save you.  
In the immediate sense that would happen for the Southern Kingdom.  They would return to their homeland after 
exile, but it also pointed ahead to Jesus, the Messiah, the Chosen One to come and rescue us from the destruction 
and desolation of sin and death.  He would come to pay for our sin and give us the ultimate promise of our true 
home in heaven.   
 That’s the ultimate promise our Savior gives us, but it’s one that we don’t see yet.  The last part of our 
lesson opens the door and gives us just a glimpse of that final promise to be fulfilled for us.  It is because the 
Savior has come and saved you and redeemed you and now what does that mean?  “They will enter Zion with 
singing, everlasting joy will crown their heads.  Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will 
flee away” (Isaiah 35:10).  That’s the promise that God makes to us because the Messiah has come.  Jesus is the 
fulfillment of these words from Isaiah 35.  He has delivered us from sin and death.  So, we also wait for 
deliverance from this world and this pain and this sorrow.  That day will come.  As joyful as Richard Bee was that 
day when he was rescued, I’m sure that joy faded over time.  More problems of life came and stole that joy away.    
Our joy will be joy that doesn’t just flash for a moment but is everlasting for eternity in heaven.  Gladness and joy 
will overwhelm us.  That is God’s promise to you because he has come to save you.  Amen. 


