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 By now you probably have new flooring in your house, especially if you have children, and it’s not new oak 
plank, luxury vinyl, or carpet, but paper with red, green, and Christmas trees or angels printed all over.  That’s probably 
the case unless your children have shown Christmas-miracle type restraint and haven’t torn into the gifts yet several hours 
into Christmas morning.  There’s another gift to test the strength of scotch tape against your hands and forearms.  As the 
scotch tape fails, we unwrap a book.  The most important book in history.  The book that tells us what happened on this 
day and why we are here.  It’s the Bible.  As we start to hunt through the pages of this book there are so many things that 
demand us to pay attention.  One of the things we must take notice as we read the Bible is that it is a sin-filled book.  You 
came to hear peace on earth and mercy mild, and to be filled with Christmas joy, but we can’t ignore the fact that the 
Bible is such a sin-filled book that you can’t avoid it if you wanted to.  Let’s take a moment to think about some of the 
people that the events of the Bible center around.  If you don’t know many of them or never read the Bible before, it’s ok, 
I’ll tell you.  We start with Adam and Eve in the garden, the first people God created, perfect, holy, without sin, in God’s 
image.  Then a serpent slithers his way to them and doubt slithers into their minds and before you know we hear the 
crunch of them biting down on the forbidden fruit that God told them not to eat from.  They were perfect.  God gave one 
command, “Don’t eat from one tree.”  They couldn’t obey.  They ate.  Move ahead a little bit to Noah.  God told Noah to 
build the ark and he would save Noah and his family in the ark and that’s what he did.  He built the ark and God delivered 
them.  After that Noah brings disgrace on himself and his family with drunkenness.  Now we come to Abraham, the one 
from whom the Israelites would come and grow into a nation.  He didn’t trust that God would take care of him and that his 
life was in danger and so he lied and said that his wife was actually his sister so the king wouldn’t kill him.  Maybe Moses 
would be better.  Moses brought the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, through the wilderness, and to the doorstep of the 
Promised Land.  But Moses had a rap sheet.  He was a murderer.  When one of his fellow Israelites was being mistreated, 
he took matters into his own hands and killed the person and Moses had to go in hiding for a while.  Maybe his brother 
Aaron will do a better job.  After all he was called by God to serve as the first high priest in the temple on behalf of the 
people.  What did Aaron do shortly after God led the Israelites out of Egypt?  Made a golden calf false god that wasn’t 
work the gold it was made from and said, “This is your god that saved you.” 
 So far this has been disappointment after horrible disappointment.  Let’s talk about the big hitter. The one that 
really sticks out, King David.  He was the second king of Israel and has the reputation of being the greatest king of the 
Israelites.  It was during his reign the Israelites rewrote their map many times because the kingdom was expanding under 
his rule.  He did amazing things for Israel and set up the kingdom to flourish in peace and prosperity under his son 
Solomon.   Then one day David lusted after another man’s wife, committed adultery with her and then tried to cover it up 
by killing her husband.  David had innocent blood on his hands.  Let down again.  Maybe the entire nation of Israel will 
be better.  Lets’ read about them.  They were God’s people.  They had to follow God’s Word, right?  Actually, the land of 
Israel was littered with the trash of altars set up to false gods.  They even built altars to false gods in the temple itself.  It 
was so bad that God told them if they didn’t repent God was going to send an enemy nation to destroy them and carry 
them off to a foreign land and that’s exactly what happened. 
 Page through Scripture and you see sin all over the place.  Scripture records so much sin for us that you couldn’t 
avoid it if you tried.  We just went through a long list of some of the so-called “celebrities” of the Bible.  Those people are 
so well known they are even Jeopardy questions to the answers.  It’s not all that uplifting, is it?  One after the next.  We 
could keep going all morning.  What a bah-humbug spirit on Christmas morning! 
 But here’s the thing, as you page through Scripture and read this book that we unwrapped and read about the 
people we mentioned something starts to hit you.  I know what Adam and Eve felt like after the fall into sin when they ate 
the fruit God told them not to eat.  They thought they knew better than God.  They doubted God.  There is someone else 
we would rather listen to: us!  We think God is holding out on us and we know better so we eat the fruit God told us not to 
eat.  Wow, what a mess we make of our lives and find out we didn’t know better.  We don’t trust God will take care of us 
so we worry and stress and try to create our way like Abraham did when he lied about his wife to protect himself.  How 
often does our anger raise our blood pressure off the charts and we let them have it and wow does that feel good because 
they had it coming to them!  We are right there next to murderer Moses.  Sure, he went as far as physically doing it, but 



Jesus tells us our hearts of hate are condemned just the same.  Read through the Bible and we see sin all over, and we see 
ourselves. 
 
 So, there we are with a head hung low and a heart that sinks with the weight of our sin.  Then we come to this, all 
of history comes to this, every sinner comes to this. “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 
1:14).  How do such vile sinners that we talked about this morning, including you and me, live a single moment without 
shaking in fear because of our disobedience to God?  How do we have any hope, any expectation of peace with God?  
After the mess we have made of creation from despising both him and one another.  “The Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us” (John 1:14). How shocking it is that this had to happen!  Why should the eternal God care about 
me?  What do I have to offer God that he should do anything for me?  What have I done that he should be concerned 
about me, who can’t go a single day without sinning against him?  He shouldn’t.  He shouldn’t care.  He shouldn’t worry 
about me.  He shouldn’t save me. 
 But he did.  “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14).  This is a part of the sermon 
that I almost don’t know what to say.  I’m going to use a line of Pastor Vannieuwonhoven’s sermon during one of the 
midweek services, “God doesn’t ask us to pry at the mystery of the incarnation, we simply marvel at his grace and love.”  
The Word, meaning Jesus, became flesh.  God himself from eternity took on flesh.  That’s a love that we can only grasp 
through faith.  The God of eternity, through whom all things were made left heaven and became flesh and was placed in a 
manger mixed with the smells of manure and dirt so that he came to serve us to take away every sin committed and all 
guilt that weighs us down.  We must realize that without, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” 
(John 1:14), that doesn’t happen.  This is what today is about.  The Bible is a God-loved filled book!  You can’t miss it if 
you tried. 
 Why did the Word become flesh?  It was for us fully and completely.  It was to be the answer of the root cause of 
our sin.  When I took one of our children to the ER with a broken arm what if they would have said, “Take these two pills 
and it will take away all of the pain for a while.”  That’s not acceptable because it doesn’t deal with the root problem that 
is causing the pain, the broken arm.  You must diagnose the root cause of the problem.  Sometimes we fall into asking 
God to just give us to the two pills and take away the pain now.  We might ask God, “Take away my problems.  Take 
away my stress.  Take away this situation.”  But all of that ignores the real problem, our sin.  Christmas doesn’t ignore the 
real problem.  “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14).  He came to live under the law for 
us.  Then he went to the cross to take our punishment and death.  He came in the flesh because he’s the only one that 
could in our place. 
 The Bible is a sin-filled book because God doesn’t sugar coat sin like frosting on a gingerbread house.   
We are sinners.  We need a Savior.  That is what is ours today.  The Bible is a God’s love filled book.  “The Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14).  Just sit in awe of that miracle and that mystery as we unwrap that in 
faith.  Amen. 


