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 Theme - Look, The Lamb of God! 

 It’s amazing to watch someone connect the dots and see a lightbulb go on. 

 The last year and a half, I’ve had the chance to see that happen quite a bit. Because for the last year and a half, I’ve 

 been a tutor at Luther Prep over in Watertown. For those of you who maybe aren’t familiar with Luther Prep and 

 what a tutor is, basically, it means some of my time is spent teaching students in the classroom, and then a majority 

 of what I do is live in the dorms with the students and supervising them as they live on campus and go about their 

 day and lives. 

 Between teaching them and living with them, I get to watch that lightbulb turn on in a unique way. I don’t only see 

 students use what they learned when they’re in a classroom, but I get to see them apply what they’ve learned to 

 their lives. I get to watch as the gospel has an impact on them. And it’s been a blessing to teach students at Prep 

 and watch them connect the dots as the lightbulb turns on in their heads and shows itself in their lives. 

 In the reading we heard earlier, John the Baptizer had a “lightbulb moment.” You see, John had known for a long 

 time now who Jesus was in a general way. They were cousins after all. And because of the special purpose John 

 had, I think he even had an idea about what Jesus had come to do. 

 But it wasn’t until the day John baptized Jesus that he finally understood the full meaning of who Jesus was. It was 

 then and in the days that followed when John put all the pieces together. The lightbulb went on for him as it 

 became clear Jesus was the one to whom all the Old Testament sacrifices pointed. 

 As John stood there, bridging the gap between the Old and New Testaments, he thought back to all those sacrifices 

 God’s people made in the Old Testament and John connected them with the promises he knew God was about to 

 fulfill in the New Testament through Jesus. When John understood what that meant for him, he couldn’t help but 

 say to everyone who was with him,  “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

 That title John gives to Jesus – Lamb of God – might be a little lost on many of us today. But for Jewish people living 

 back then, the connection between lambs and the removal of sin wasn’t so foreign. And that’s because throughout 

 the Old Testament God constantly told his people about a plan to save them from everything broken and wrong 

 with the world. And he did that with a bunch of different pictures. And the most common picture God used was 

 sacrifice. 

 Back in the time of Moses, God gave his people instructions about their worship life. And central to that worship 

 was sacrifice. That’s what would happen when they went to Tabernacle and Temple. And often the sacrifice of a 

 lamb – pure, clean, young. That lamb would be brought to the Temple, a person would symbolically place their sins 

 on the lamb, and then it would have its throat cut, the blood sprinkled on the altar, and the body burned in a fire. 

 What was the point of all that? Well, it was meant to show God’s people two things. First, God wanted everyone to 

 know that sin requires blood and death and sacrifice. And second, God wanted everyone to see that the blood and 

 death and sacrifice didn’t come from the person who had sinned. It came from a substitute. Something or someone 

 stood in place of the one who had done wrong. 

 And so for 1500 years, God’s people brought their sacrifices to Temple. And all along the way, God was teaching and 

 preparing his people for the day when he would bring his lamb to Temple. Because when God brought a lamb for 

 offering, it was the perfect sacrifice. When God offered his lamb, it changed everything. 

 That’s what John realized as he saw Jesus pass by that day. The lightbulb went on for him. That’s why John couldn’t 

 help but point to Jesus and say,  “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

 So, what does that mean for you and me? 

 Above all, it means YOUR sin is forgiven. The Lamb of God came to take away the sin of the world. And we are part 

 of that world Jesus came for. All those past mistakes that keep us up at night, all those hurtful things we’ve said to 

 people, all the indecent and impure thoughts we’ve had – everything we’ve done to miss the mark of perfection 

 God demands of us – it’s all been done away with by the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God who was slain to take 

 away the sin of the world and take away your sin. 



 That means you’ve gone from sinner and enemy of God to perfect and holy in his sight and a member of his family. 

 It means you have an eternal place at God’s side. And when you know what God’s done for you and the lengths he’s 

 gone to save you – when the lightbulb goes on – it means the rest of your life is never going to be the same. 

 Because you’ve heard the best message that’s ever been shared, and you can’t help but do something with it. It 

 does something to you! 

 It does things like lead you and me to love God more and more. When we consider how God loved us first by 

 making the ultimate sacrifice for us, we can’t help but love him and praise him for what he done for us. We love him 

 because our God wanted us with him forever so badly, that he sent his Son to live and die and rise for us. And for 

 that, we get to praise and worship him. 

 But sometimes it’s kinda hard for me to do that. Sometimes it’s hard for me to see how God loves me. So if I’m 

 going to love God more, how do I do that? How do I grow in understanding his love for me? When it comes to that, 

 I think we can learn something from Andrew. When Andrew heard John say that the Lamb of God had come into 

 the world, do you remember what he did? 

 “When they heard him say this, they followed Jesus. Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, ‘What 

 do you want?’ They said, ‘Rabbi’ (which means “Teacher”), ‘where are you staying?’ ‘Come,’ he replied, ‘and you 

 will see.’ So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him.” 

 When Andrew heard the Lamb of God was in the world, he spent a day getting to know that lamb better. Like 

 Andrew, you and I spend time with our Savior as we dive into his Word. Because it’s there in his Word that God 

 speaks to each of us and tells you all the ways he loves you. 

 And then as you grow in understanding just how much God loves you, as the lightbulb gets brighter, we have the 

 privilege and opportunity to share what we know. We tell others about the great things God has done for us and for 

 them! That’s what John and Andrew did! We have life-changing, life-giving news. We have the most important 

 message that anyone could ever hear. Point people to Jesus. Show them the Lamb of God who takes away their sin. 

 I know that can be an intimidating thing to do sometimes. Often we don’t know where to start, or we’re not sure 

 what to say, or we take a look at our abilities and feel like we don’t have the skills to point people to Jesus. 

 But maybe you can start with the people who are closest to you – the people you work with and live with. You don’t 

 have to travel the world, find a new job, and move to a different city to share the gospel. I mean, look at what 

 Andrew did. He didn’t start with a stranger, he didn’t go to the ends of the earth. He went to his brother. 

 And when it comes to what to say, maybe you don’t have to say much at all. Maybe all it takes is you saying  “Come 

 and see”  as you invite those people in your life to a worship service or Bible study or Bible Information Class here at 

 church. 

 And as far as the skills and abilities go, you might not have them yourselves. But I do know each of us can support 

 people who do have those skills and abilities and desires. You can encourage those who think that a life of full-time 

 gospel ministry might be for them. 

 People like these students from Luther Prep. Because each of them has considered how they might best point 

 others to the Lamb of God. Some of them will do that as nurses, accountants, graphic designers, landscapers, and 

 all the other jobs they could have. And others will do that full-time as pastors, teachers, and staff ministers in our 

 church body. In whatever way these Prep students choose to do it, you, the people of St. Matthew’s, can help point 

 people to Jesus as you continue to support and encourage these students and the ministry that happens at Luther 

 Prep. 

 And you do that because the lightbulb has gone on for you. You’ve seen Jesus and know what he has done for you. 

 You know the good news about the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. And now you get the 

 opportunity to share that good news with others. To show what God has done for them too. Amen. 


